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CHRISTIANITY AMONGST THE JEWS.

(From the Liverpool Mercury, Oct. 16th.)

Last evening the annnal meeting of
the Liverpool Auxiliary of the London
Society for Promoting Christianity
amongst the Jews, was held in the
College, Shaw-street. There was a Ia.r%ﬂ
attendance. The Rev. Dr., M‘Neile
presided ; and amongst those present
were the Venerable Archdeacon of
Lincoln, the Rev. W. F. J. Raye,
M.A. ; and the Revs. C. H. Banning,
secretary of the metropolitan associa-
tion ; J. H. Briibl, missionary at Bag-
dad; Dr. Hodgins, W. Rawson, Dr.
Lowe, J. R. Connor, W. V. Hobson,
Whalley, Wilfred Leveson, J. W,
Bardsley, E. Smith, J. K. F. Ralph,
A. Colvile, N. B. S. Mathias, D. J.
Hirsch, R. Dandy, H. Sutton, W. R.
Hunt, R. Hughes, Dr. Taylor, A,
Ford, J. Dunkley, H. Woodward ;
Messrs. H. J. Webster and J. Ban-
ning ; and Drs. H. Taylor, Lewtas, J.
Hakes, and E. Batty.

The proceedings having been opened
with prayer,

+ The Rev. Chairman said — My
friends, we are assembled, as you are
all aware, on behalf of the London
Society for Promoting Christianity
amongst the Jews, animated by the
same breath of divine love which made
the first man a living soul. Jews are
fallen creatures as we are, shipwrecked
m Adam, and ever since conceived in
sin and born in iniquity. Jews are
redeemed creatures as we are. The
won of God, himself a Jew according
to the flesh, gave himself to be a pro-
pitiation for their sins, as for the sins
of ‘the whole world. Jews may be
saved as weare. The Gospel of Christ
18 the power of God unto salvation to
every
first, and afterwards to the Gentile.
On this simple ground alone we might
be content to rest our appeal for the
sympathy and generosity of Christ-
tans for the support of thisour society.
From the gentlemen who have kindly
andertaken to address you this eve-
~ ning, you will doubtless hear interest-
ing statements in detail & the prin-

one that believeth—to the Jew

| ney.

ciples of this society. It has been
at work now for above half a century,
and some who are sceptical as to its
success, challenge us to point out re-
sults of the work. What has been
done? In answer to this, I wish you
to consider the impossibility of esti-
mating the success of this society in
the same way thut we estimate the
success of a missionary society to the
heathen. Converts from heathenism
have no Christiancongregations around
them, and therefore they are formed
into congregations themselves, large
or small, as the case may be, and can
be pointed out; the number of com-
municants in each can be told ; and
thus statistical tables can be supplied
of the success of a mission in a heathen
land. But the Jews have no land ;
they are scattered in all lands. Con-
verts from the Jews find a nominal
Christian congregation in their im-
mediate neighborhood ; they join it,
are merged into it, and are lost sight
of as converts. They cannot, there-
fore, be pointed out to the notice of
the public ; but they are not on that
account the less real, neither do they
escape the loving notice and cherish-
ing care of the great Head of the
Church. (Hear, hear.) To give some
little idea, however, of the results that
have followed, I may tell you that in
London alone there are above 2000
creditable professors of Christianity
who were once deemed Jews (applause);
that about 90 Jewish converts have
been or are clergymen of the Church
of England ; and that during a suc-
cession of years some hundreds of
Jewish children have been receiving
Christian instruction in schools in
Palggtine-place, in the parish of Hack-
Plain and practical, however,
as these results are, we are not con-
tent with them in our advo of this
gouliar people—wonderful from their

ginning hitherto, and to be still
more wonderful in their latter end.
Objections have been urged against
our work on the ground of its coms
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parative insignificance, because there
are but about 6,000,000 Jews in the
world, and there are 600,000,000 hea-
thens. Now, we are well pleased to
deal with this objection, because it
compels us to take an additional and
deeper view of our subject, If the
relative importance of the two missions
were to be judged of by numbers only,
then we must frankly confess that our
society and our work wounld shrink
into the diminutive proportion of one
per cent. But that is not the case.
The great object in view is to bring
the whole human race to the saving
knowledge of God. Now, by the
word of God, our only saving guide
and standard, we are plainly assured
that the only approach towards this
that can be made by missionaries
from Christian churches, is the calling
of an elect people out of the Gentiles,
and that the wholesale work of what
St. Paul calls life from the dead to the
world 1s reserved for Jewish instru-
mentality after the fulness of the Gen-
tile election shall have been brought
in, and when the law shall go forth
from Sinai, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem, (Applause.) Salva-
tion in its individual aspect began
with the Jews. They had the pre-
eminence ; and when salvation shall
assume national dimensions, the Jews
shall again have pre-eminence. Pri-
ority of time in the councils of God
invest the Jews with superiority of
value. Therefore, we do not estimate
by numbers only, and therefore not
only by all the zeal you have for the
six millions of Jews, but by all the
anxiety yon entertain and all the fer-
vor you cultivate in your own hearts
towards the 600 millions of heathen,
we invite you to aim at the six mil-
lions, for they must come first. You
will perceive the force of this argument
that I have been using upon the truth
of divine prophecy. One of the recent
attempts made by sceptical philosophy
has been to eliminate what is called
the predictive element from the pro-
phetic Scriptures, thereby reducing
the Books of the Prophets to nothing
more than the moral instruction which
they conveyed to their contemporaries,
and denying that they containod
actual predictions ef future events.
Our simplest answer is a reference to
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the New Testament, which declares’
again and again the fulfilment, after
the lapse of centuries, of predictions
contained in the Old. They are one,
the work of one Author, who knew the’
end from the beginning; and they
stand or fall together — they must
stand or fall together. The Jews,
then, are themselves, this moment,.
standing witnesses for God and for
the truth of the prophecies of the
Scriptures. They are witnesses for
Him in this way—that they are at this-
moment, just what Moses and the
Prophets said they would be, scattered,
without a home, without a country,:
without a government, a by -word, a
reproach, and a praverb among all’
nations. And yet they have not sunk
into that entire apostacy which their
fathers thought of doing at one period
of their history. It came into their
minds, when cast away from their
God, to become as the heathen them-
selves, to serve wood and stone; but
the Prophet Ezekiel was instructed to
tell them that that which came into
their minds should not be at all ; and-
that which came into their minds has
not been at all. (Hear, hear.) They
cannot imitate their neighbors, whe-
ther heathens or Greeks or Romans,
in setting pictures or images in their
places of worship, and kneeling down
to say their prayers before them..
Applause.) The Jews have not sunk
to such degradation as that: they
have not so defiled the name of the
living God. They are, then, witnesses
for God, as he said they should be.
They are witnesses in their position in
the world, witnesses against infidelity ;
and in their practice of worship, they
are witnesses against idolatry. Look
at this for & moment. They are, I
say, 1n their position in the world,
witnesses against unbelief. They ave
standing witnesses against those dis-
ciples of modern thought, as they are
pompously called, some of whom write
and teach of nature as if she had made
herself and managed herself—as if
there was in God no power to correct,
no power to sustain, no power to alter.
These philosophers represent us as in:
a uniforin, stern, iron necessity, with-'
out an intelligent or living head.
Others, I think, whilst admitting that °
there is a God, and that he has given
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a revelation to man, nevertheless |

maintain that man’s reason, man’s
mind, man’s sense of right, man’s
perception of what ought to be, man’s
verifying faculty, must be the final
judge of what it was suitable and pro-
per for God to reveal, and what must
not be received upon any evidence as
if it came from God. These pliloso-
phers appeal with readiness to argn-
ment drawn, and hastily drawn, from
fossils dug out of the bowels of the
earth ; but they are not so ready to
appeal to God’s own phenomena on
the face of the earth. Here are his
own witnesses. How can these gen-
tlemen account for the present state
of the Jews ? Deny the history of the
Bible, and account for the present
state of the Jews, after so many cen-
turies of dispersion, if you can. Why,
you bhave the evidence of the truth of
the Bible in this very town as you
walk the streets. Go forth on the last
day of the week. Why are those
shops shut ? They who possess those
shops are as keen to gain money as
other men. They are as unwilling to
lose their day of business as other

men. Why do ihey shut their shops |

on the last day of the week ! On the
first day of the week their shops are
shut in deference to the law of our
land ; but why are they shut on the
last day of the week! Because they
are keeping the Jewish Sabbath ; and
in_so doing they are testifying before
out eyes to the truth of the whole
tory of the Bible. (Applanse.)
And you might see more if you watched
when the Feast of Tabernacles is kept.
I read this very day an account of the
keeping of the Feast of Tabernacles
on the 24th and 25th of last month, in
Loundon, where, notwithstanding the
severity of the weather and the pour-
ing rain, the Jews assembled and lived
actually out of doors, under very
scanty’ canvas that did not keep the
rain from them, keeping the Feast of
Taberauacles; and the services were
presided over by Dr. Alder, the chief
rabbi. ~ They are witnesses in your
streets, testimonies against infidelity,
standing witnesses for the truth of the
word of God. Now, some of you here
are acquainted with this particular
branch of the subject ; and the reason
I have for saying so is this: I do not

.

know how many of our Scripture read-
ers may happen to be in this room at
this time, but you are aware that the
candidates for our admirable Scripture
Readers’ Society all undergo an ex-
amination before they are appointed.
It is a part of my privilege to examine
them all, and I invariably ask them
what they are able to point to in the
way of evidence, if they should happen
to meet with a man who should hap-
pen to deny the inspiration of the
Bible. ‘‘ An ignorant man, to whom
it is in vain to appeal to ancient his-
tory, too ignorant to appreciate the
fulfilment of prophecy—is there any-
thing that you can point him to in his
own town, before his own eyes, 1n
attestation of the truth of the word of
God !’ and those men who are going
about as Scripture readers are all, as
far as I know, well acquainted with
this argument, and they are all pre-
pared to point the sceptic to the Jew
in the street, and the closed Jewish
window on Saturday evening; and
they are doing good thereby. DBut
the Jews are also by their practice in
worship, witnesses for God against
idolatry—and not the idolatry of the
heathen world only, but the idelatry
of Christendom ; for marvellous it is,
and a standing proof of the utter ruin
of mankind—after the deluge had done
its work, and the human race had been
almost exterminated, the human char-
acter was not reclaimed. No sooner
did men mnltiply on the earth, than
they all became idolaters; and 'neo
sooner was Christianity established on
the earth, than it became corrupted by
idolatry. The whole face of Christen-
dom is corrupted by idolatry. What
an utter proof of the incorrigible char-
acter of man’s alienation from God !
The fair face of Christianity is cor-
rupt, the name of God is dishonored,
and the religion of Christ is carica-
tured. The fantastic dresses and atti-
tudes of old paganism, and the abolish-
ed ceremonies and types of abrogated
Judaism, are all imported to give a
caricature to Christianity ; and the
result is a direct violation of that se-
c¢ond commandment from Mount Sinai
which the Jews have been kept from
violating, for they do not bow down to
wood and stone. (Applause.) Look
forward, then, upon the sure word of
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prophecy. We anticipate a future for
them more wonderful than either the
past or present. My friends, this is
the crowning point. And thus it is
we invest our subject with a magnitude
and a majesty in comparison with
which the great subjects of the great
men of this generation dwindle into
comparative insignificance. Our states-
men and our agitators are big with the

eatness of Parliamentary reform.

ontinental statesmen and monarchs
are big with the greatness of the uni-
fication of Germany, the unification of
Italy, the driving of Austria back
upon her eastern boundary, the omi-
nous quiescence of France, the insur-
rection of the Greeks against the
Turks, the Eastern question looming
in the distance in all its significance,
and seeming to shadow forth and
beckon at last to England to interfere
for the independence of Egypt. These
are the gods of European idolatry ;
these are the topics of cabinet councils;
and yet these, all of them, are but as
bursting bubbles on the stream of
time, compared with that merging of
all nationalities, that unification of
the whole world under the King of the
Jews, the sceptre of righteousness,
when all kings shall do him service,
when all nations shall bow before him,
the one King over the whole earth,
and the name honor—the name that is
above every name, the glorious name
Jesus Christ. (Applause.)

The Rev. Dr. Hodgins, the secretary
to the Liverpool auxiliary to the so-
ciety, then read the financial staté-
ment. DBefore doing so, Dr. Hodgins
read a letter from the Earl of Shaftes-
bury, the president of the society, re-
gretting his inability to attend the
meeting. Few things, his lordship
wrote, had given him more pleasure
than to aid the Jewish cause imr the
town of Liverpool, but this year it was
simply 1mpossible for him to do so,
as his engagements were heavy in the
extreme. He boped to be able to be
present at the next anniversary. From
the treasurer’s statement of accounts,
it appeared that the total receipts du-
ring the year were £829 19s. 8d., of
which £790 8s. 9d. had been remitted
to the parent society, the balance of
£39 10s. 11d. being paid in the ex-
penses of the auxiliary.

Last year | doctrine.  The

the total receipts amounted to only

| £632 8s. 11d., so that there had been

a gratifying increase of £197 18s, 9d.
(Applause.) As showing the progress
the society had made, so far as it had
been represented in churches in Liver-
pool during the past three years, he
might mention that in the year 1864
23 sermons were preached in the so-
ciety’s behalf, in the year 1865 the
number increased to 34, and this year
the number was 42, but two of these
must be deducted, asthey come within
the coming year.

The Venerable Archdeacon of Lin
coln, the Rev. W. F. J. Raye, M. A.
said he was afraid that prejudices sti
existed in regard to the good work
they were met to promote. The very
fact that prejudices exist struck home
to the heart of a minister of Christ,
and one connected with such a highly
favored branch of the church as the
Church of England. (Applause.)
Among the cavses of the unwillingness
which was found to take ]:Imrt in that
work, there was a certain lurking an-
tipathy towards the Jewish race.

hen the Jewish multitude cried,
“ His blood be on us and on our child-
ren,” they little foresaw how that cry
would revert upon them and their
posterity.  Having referred to the
sentiments entertained towards the
Jews in past ages, he asked—What
should have been the sentiments of
Christians towards the Jews?! They
should have been met by kindness; by
returning good for evil, They knew
that the Christian could persecute the
Jew. Had any change now taken

place in the mind of the Jew towards

Jesus aud his followers, and had any
change taken place in the mind of the
Christian towards the Jew 7. God be
thanked, a great change had taken
place in the wind of the Jew tawards
the Christian, certainly in such a
country as this. The Jew loves where
once he feared, and trusts where once
he suspected. He admired Christians
even while he thought, in his blind-
ness, that they were the victims of an
imposture. Some change had certainly
taken place in the mind of the Jew
towards Jesus. A kindlier intercourse
with Christians had given to the Jew
a juster knowledge of Jesus and his
circulatioj * ot the
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Scriptures, translated into the Hebrew
language especially for his benefit, had
given him an insight into the history
of the Savior. hristians had indeed
cause to be thankful for such a chance:
but was it sufficient ? He urged that
it was not, and that their aim should
be to bring the Jew to look upon Jesns
as his Redeemer and his Messiah.
(Applause.) TLast year the society
printed 10,000 copies of the Old Tes-
tament in the Hebrew, and nearly 5000
were issued from its depots. Thoungh
in Constantinople alone 80 per cent.
of the Jews were provided with copies
of the Holy Scriptures, they were in-
formed that not more than 20 per
cent. could understand the Scriptures
in their own tongue, so as to read
them with fluency ; and therefore it
was important that the Scriptures
should be circulated among the Jews,
not only in the Hebrew, but in those
languages which are spoken in the
various countries through which they
are scattered. The society which that
audience supported supplied the Jews
with copies of the Scriptures in those
various languages. wo thousand
copies of the New Testament, trans-
lated into the Hebrew, were printed
by the society last year, and it was a
very remarkable feature that the Jews
in every part of the world showed a
readiness to read the New Testament,
especially when it was offered to them
in their own language. The society’s
missionaries at Constantinople found,
in the course of one year, between
200 and 300 Jews who were more or
less acquainted with the New Testa-
ment. (Applause.

The Rev. C. H. Banning, the metro-
politan association secretary, was next
called upon, and gave an interesting
acconnt of the operations of the society
at home and abroad. Since they last
met in that hall, he said, some of the
doors of the Jewish mission had been
closed. Bagdad and Abyssinia had
both been closed, and he thought,
‘with the lessons of the last few years,
the conclusion would be come to that
it would not be right that European
agencies should be employed any more
_in the latter country. Referring to

the misfortune which had befallen the
_Mmissionaries in Abyssinia, he said that
in May last they were informed that
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the missionaries had been released
from their captivity; but recent
tidings had filled them with sorrow.
These missionaries were again in cap-
tivity, and a few days ago he read a
letter from Mr. Sterne to his wife,
speaking of the anxiety of the party
with regard to their future, whilst at
the same time they asserted their con-
tinued confidence in God. Mr. Fladd,
who had recently come from Abyssinia,
had returned on Tuesday last with a
letter and presents from the Queen,
and it was hoped his mission to restore
the captives to liberty might be at-
tended with success. The society had
done a great work in the past, and was
doing a great work in the present.
It had 33 missionary stations in Eng-
land, on the continent of Europe, 1n
Asia, and Africa; and engaged in
these 134 missionary agents. Some
28 of the seed of Abraham were en-
gaged in spiritual work in the metro-
polis, of wﬁjmm six were Scripture read-
ers and city missionaries; seven Christ-
ian Jews are engaged as missionaries
to their brethren ; eight were in differ-
ent Nonconformist churches, and some
eight were engaged as clergymen of the
Church of England. Alluding to the
foreign work of the society, he said
the great German field was occupied
by some 40 missionaries. The recent
German war had had a deleterious in-
fluence on the Jewish mission, but it
had also had its advantages, as when
the time of trial had come, Jews had
one to the missionaries to seek to

now something of those pleasures and
joys which the world could not give or
take away. There was another phase
in which they must regard the war,
and that was, it had increased the
openings for wmissionary enterprise.
Venice, a year ago, was comparatively
closed to missionary enterprise ; but
it was now Italian, and not Austrian,
and wherever the Italian kingdom was
extended, there was a fresh entrance
for the missionaries. They could
scarcely go to a town or village in
Germany, where Jews resjded, but
they would find some Christian prose-
lytes; and he thought those were
tokens that God was blessing their
work. With reference to the work of
the society in the north of Europe and
in France, he pointed ont that it lacked
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the means to send a sufficient number | recently returned from Bagdad, gave
of missionaries to these countries, and | an account of his labors in that part

asked that it mizht be assisted. of the world ; and at the conclusion of
A collection was then made, after | his speech, the benediction was pro-
which nounced and the meeting terminated.’

The Rev, J. H. Bruhl, a missionary
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We publish, in this number of the STAr, the proceedings of a meeting, held
on the 15th inst. by the Liverpool Auxiliary of the London Society for the
promotion of Christianity amongst the Jews. Great exertions, during the last
half century, have been made to Christianize the Jews. Both the Old and
New Testaments have been published in Hebrew, and in the various modern
languages of the nations among whem the Jews reside. Missionaries have
been sent by the society into many places. The result is, that a few thousand
have turned away from the religion of their ancestors, and embraced what is
called Christianity. It is said, that these converts now believe that Jesus
Christ is the'true Messiah. However corrupt modern Christianity may be, it
is certainly a good thing to place within the reach of the Jew, the New Testa~
ment as well as the Old ; it is also a blessing to the Jew to be convinced that
the person whom their fathers crucified was indeed the great Prophet, so clearly
foretold by Moses. It would also prove a great blessing to the Jew, if he

would strictly observe the great moral precepts, so forcibly portrayed in the
ancient Gospel. But while the Jew, by his faith in the true Messiah, and by
his repentance, ameliorates his condition, he blindly suffers himself to be
duped by the perverted corrupt systems of modern Christianity. When his
heart is penitent, and the glorious light of the New Testament begins to shine
upon his pathway, and the unspeakable blessings of the Gospel begin to look
desirable, he looks around, in vain, for Prophets, Revelators, and inspired men,
with all the miraculous gifts which characterized Neéw Testament Christianity 3
but finding no such religion in Christendom, he is flattered, deceived, and
hypocritically told, that all these blessings of Christianity are unnecessary,—
that it is impious to expect such Gospel gifts in these days. The poor Jew
finally is bewildered, and left to doubt the religion of the New Testament, and .




