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IHe that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spiril saith wunto the churches.—Jesus Christ.

Come oul of her, my people, that we be not parinkers of her sins, and thal ye receive not of her
plagues.— A Voice from Heaven.
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THE “SPAULDING STORY

By

After six and twenty years of unceasin
efforts to find reasons for resisting J E
Smith’s statements of the divine oriyin
of the Book of Mormon, the only aec-
count which the religious world at large
are united in giving as its ovigin, is that
commonly entitled ﬂun “Spaulding Story,”
which, in effect, is about as follows:—
In 1812 a certain “Rev.” Mr. Spauld-
ing wrote a novel ; Joseph Smith or
one of his associates, by some means
which they cannot divine, obtained pos-

session of the manuseript, or a copy of

it. The Book of Mormon, say they, is
that novel, published with the addition
merely of a few religivus exhortations and
views, peculiar to * Mormonism,” about
Americs, which is styled the “religious
matter ¥ of the Book ; so that according
to “believers” in the Bpaulding story,
strip the Book of Mormon of its religious
or doctrinal statements, and any one who
has a fancy may peruse what this “ Rev.”
Mr. Rruhling wrote, at their leisure.
Wit scarcely a solitary exception the
religions world, including ministers, * an-
ti-Mormon ” lecturers, and editors, of all
grades, are committed to this tale; they
are agreed respecting ita main points. If
it is true “ Mormonism ” is a cheat ; if it is
false, then modern Christianity fights not
for God, or God cares very little tor His

champions not to have furnished them

_' work of which it is char
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with better weapons at such a erisis, when,

! if they are true, a “ wide spreading delu-
~sion” is marching over the globe, “ con-
i quering and to conquer.”

- Assuming for the sake of argument that

Spaulding did write a work, the case
stands thus — the Book of Mormon claim-
ing to have been translated from ancient
records, by the gift and power of God, is
- charved with being merely a copy of this
novel, the eonten's of which sre said teo
“be knownj; for by the resemblance, it
is asserted, the discovery of the “ frand ®
was made manifest. The Book of Mor-
mon is present for inspection, and abun-
dant testimonies, as to the content« of the
ged with heing a
copy, are also at hand, so that we can
compare the two, and judge of the simi-
larity for ourselves, for if it was by the
immense likeness between the two books,
that the enemies of “Mormonism” made
their discovery—and of course they did not
discover it was *“ a forger:,” except by the
likeness —surely with the contents of Mr.
Spaulding's work, certified «m oath, in One
hand, and the Book of Mormon in the
other ; we shall discover their resem-
blance to each other as well as themselves,
For be it remembered, accordng to
the upholders of the “ Spaulding story,”
the similarity between the two books is

,not in a few items, the Book of Mormon
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is not charged merely with containing a | torical part [of the Book of Mormon ] was
few straggling ideas or notions, somewhat | immediately recognized by all the older
like Mr. Spaulding’s work, and with being | inhabitants of New Salem as the 1DENTI-
on that account open to suspicion and | carn work of Mr. Spaulding, in which
doubt as to the originality or newness of | they bad all been so iuterested, [only 20]
the ideas it produces. The opponents of | years before.”

“ Mormonism” have gone the *“ whole| And to wind up these testimonies and
hog ;” a partial similarity would not have | show at once that the Book of Mormon,
sufficiently proved the Book of Mormon | according to its opponents, contains Mr.
“an imposition:” therefore, say they, | Spaulding’s work entire and complete, the
“that book is Mr. Spaulding’s ¢identical  Rev. 8. Simpson, B.A.; of Kennington,*
work,” wholly and solely, only in company | testifies that ** upon comparing his[ Spauld-
with some religious matter inserted by | ing’s] manuscript with the Book of Mor-
Joseph Smith or one of his associates.” | mon, it was l‘uuml that the alteration

The following quotations from “anti- | consisted chiefly of passages from the Old
Mormon ” writers will fully prove that|and New Testaments, clumsily in-wroughs
it is on this ground they charge the |into the original text.”

Book of Mormon with ¢ pirucy from The Book of Mormon then, say the
Spaulding’s work,” and * imposture ” in | above ministers, was not translated by the
consequence. power of God from ancient records, be-

The Rev. Edmund Clay * shall first re- | cause the friends of Spaulding discovered
ceive attention ; after saying that Spauld- | it was “ copied almost word for word ;7 is
ing’s MS. “contained the story now em- | “similar in all its leading features ;" was
bodied in the Book of Mormon,” he adds, | “ grounded entirely;” is “based upon,”
“8olomon Spaulding’s widow, brother | and “identical” with Mr. Spaulding’s
and six other persons well acquainted | work, and so little altered by Joseph Smith,
with Spaulding’s writing, immediately re- | that though twenty years had elapsed
cognized, in the Book of Mormon, the saime | since Mr. Spaulding had read his manu-
historical matter and names as composed | seript to them in 1812, “the older inhabi-
the romance.” They affirm that, with the | tants of New Salem immediately recog-

ion of the religious matter, it is co- | piaed in the Dook of Mormon the same
pied almost word for word from Spauld- | historical matter and names as he wrote as
ing’s manuscript. _ that time.”

A work, professing to be written bya| Now the “historical matter” of the
“Cambridge Clergyman,” is the next wit- | Book of Mormon, it is well koown, de-
ness on this matter. We are informed at seribes the peopling of ancient Ameriea
p- 8 of that work, that “ the Book of Mor- | by a couple of small families of the tribe
mon is based wpon an historical romance | of Joseph, and traces the present Indians
or tale, written by a Mr. Solomon Spauld- | back to them ; shows their gradual deve-
ing. ‘I'nat romance was written in 1812, | lopment into two nations ; their wars,
and [mark it] & similar in all its leading | springing principally from religious diffe-
features 1o thie historical portions of the | rences among their ancestors; the belief
Book vt Mormon,” and “ that it was made | and expectation entertained by one nation,
-abservicut to the purpose< of a vile um. until his appearance, of the coming of
position s as certain as that the Dook of | Christ; his visit to America, after they

Wormon exists.” | had been settled there sia hundiced years,

This is strong language, indeed, but we | aud the information he then gave the fa-
procead to quote Mr R. Clarke,author of | thers of the present Iudians, of the evisience
* Mormonism Unmasked ;” who at p. 28 of | of the ten lost tribes in some part distant
the work assures us “that the work of Mr. | from that coutingup. v also describes
Spaudding  unquestionably forms the en- the peopling of America by a previous
tiy.: grownd-work of the Book of Mormon.” | race, who were swept off before these

Dut the Rev. E. Boteler Chaliers, children of Joseph were Jed there.

Jun., B.A., is even more explicit ;% he,  Having siated what the Book of Mor-
wishas it te be understood that  the his- t“;D" really is, we haste to show what were
the
#* % Traects on Mormonisin,” No, 3, p. 5. | :

T “ Mormoznism a delusion,” by the Ilev, | * Mormenism its history, doctrine, &c., by

B. ﬂ--f&nhun, P 20, ' the Rev. 5. Mpﬂﬂﬂn P- 48,
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IisronicAL CONTENTS of the SPAVLDING
NOvVEL,

Its “resemblance” to the above history
it will be seen is perfectly startling !

1st. We give the testimony of Spauld-
ing’s wife's according to the Rev. 8. BDoteler
Chalmer, Jun., who presents it as fol-
lows :—*

* At that time [1812] an opinion was
prevalent that the American Indians were
the lost ten tribes, and among othersSpauld-
ing warmly espoused ‘it.  Being fond of
history am{ antiquities, the idea occurred
to him of writing a pretended history of
these ten tribes: how they migrated to Ame-
rica, and are now Indians.”

2nd. We give the testimony of SpavLnn-
iNa's PARTNSER, Mr. Henry Lake, who,
according to Lieut. Gunnison, gives a
clear idea of the work.{

“Mr. Henry Lake affirms—I formed a
co-partnership with Solomon Spaulding,
he frequently read to me from a manu-
script which he was writing, and which he
entitled the ¢ manuseript found,” which he
represented as being found in this town.
[ spent many hours in hearing him read
said writings.  This book represented the
American Indians as the lost tribes.”

3rd. SPAULDING'S BROTHER testified pre-
«cisely the same, Lieut. Gunnison being
witness, hear him, “ The same in effect [as
Mr. Henry Lake's], is the evidence of the
brother of Spaulding, all this is confirm-
ed by a halt' dozen other gentlemen, and by
the widow and :Inughter of the author of
“ manuseript found.””

liest some fear should exist, that the
testimony of these relatives and friends of
Spaulding has suffered the least distortion
or misrepresentation, the following testi-
mony is extracted from writers against
“Mormonism;” they will show that the lite-
l'ﬂll\:{ as well as the relizgions opponents of
* Mormonism,” are quite satisfied that
Spaulding’s novel was o history, pretend-
ing to show how the ten lost tribes of
Israel colonized ancient America. Our
fourth testimony will be from a work en-
tatled,

A Country Clorgyman’s Warning to
hs pavishioners,d At p. 0 of which we

* “Mormoniem a delusioy by Chalmers,
p. 194

t History of the Mormons, by Lieut. Gun-
nison, p. 93,

! Pupblished by Wertheim and Macintosh,
Paternoster Row,
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read, “ In certain parts of America there
are curions mounds of earth, among other
guesses about these mounds, some people
took up a notion that the ten tribes of

rael had formerly come over to America,
and that these mounds were the remains
of their cities and habitations. , Solomon
Spaulding having heard of this talk about
the lsraelites having come to America,

REFUTED FROM ITSELF,

thought he would amuse himselt by writ-

ing a story about it, and Sidney Rigdon,

‘afterwards a partner of Joseph Smith, gos

a sight of Mr. Spaulding’s book, and co-
pied out the greatest part unknown to
anybody.”

6th. Lieut. Gunnison’s own opinion
shall be added, at p. 93 of his work we
are told that

“ A romance, to show the manner of
peopling America by some Jews and the
lost ten tribes of Israel; the wars and
cconomy of living among their descen-
dants, and the division into tribes as they
were found in our Indians at the discovery
by Columbus,is known to have been writ-
ten by the late Rev. Mr. Spaulding, at
Conneaut, Ohio.”

And now, as a 6th and last testimony,
we notice a Iistory of the Mormons, by
Messrs. Chambers, of Edinburgh, on p. 9*
they inform us that,

“ In the year 1809, a man of the name
of Solomon Spaulding, haviog his atten-
tion at'racted by the notion, which at thas
time excited some interest and discussion,
that the North American Indians were
the descendants of the lost ten tribes of
[srael, 1t struck him that the idea might
be tarned to account as the ground-work
of a religious novel, he accordingly ses
about a wurk of that deseription, and com-
pleted it. One thing is clear, that the
manuscript was freely used as material in
the composition of the Book of Morsion.”
Again Messrs. Chambers say, “« John
Spawlding declared upon oath that his
brother’s book was a historical rojpance,
relating to the first settlers in America,
endeavouring to show that the American
Indians were descendants of the Jews, or
the lost ten tribes.”

These statements prove the point in
question, but as mugh more evidence as
the reader wants, of the same kind, can
be had from almost any work against
“ Mormonism,”

How the “ten lost tribes,” then, mi-

* Chambers' Repository of Tracts, No. 58.
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grated to America and are now Indiang, | rael, whom the Father hath led awav out
was the subject of Spaulding’s work. | of the land. The other tribes
How they did wnot wmigrate to America, hath the [Pather separated from them : and
but went somewhere else, a@id never saw | it is because of their iniquity that they
the Indians ; and how a people who never  know not of them. ‘ I have
heard of them for 600 years occupied Ame-  other sheep [ten lost tribes| which are nos
rica in their stead, is the subject of the of this land ; neither of the land of Jeru-
Biok of Mormon. What a *similarity ' salem; neither in any paris of that land
in the leading features.” And yet that round about, whither I have been to mi-
one book was made up from the other “is nister. For they of whom I speak, are
as certain as that the Book of Mormon | they who have not as yet heard wy voice ;
exists,” a “ Cambridge Clergyman™ says neither have I at any time manifested my-

so, and although reason is outraged by
the supposition it must be true, or else
what use is there in being a Cambridge
Clergyman ?

One hardly knows which to wonder at
most, the perfectly staggering ignorance
or recklessness of the clergy aforesaid, or
the wonderful powers of a * recognition ”
of the “ older inhabitants of New Salem,”
those men of strong memories, who
could discover the *identical” rovel of
Mr. Spaulding in a work that annihilates
Lis theory, explodes it entirely, and & al
variaacewith ﬂ_ﬁ‘rml ﬁl'.-f to last. Doubt-
less if one had presented to them a work
pretending to prove that the Jews never in-
habited Palesune, they would have * recog-
nized immediately” that it was “ copied
almost word for word” from the Bible,
which proves they resided there for ages.
It is consoling anyhow to think that should

they have failed throuzh lack of vision,

Messrs, Clay, Chalmers, Simpson, and

those very discerning * Cambridge ™ and

“country” Clergymen, conid have taken
: . - *

up the sight where they left off; and seen

the rest for them: on the well known

principle by which in America two men

and a boy can see exaetly twice and a half

as far as a single man.

Leaving these ¢ far-sighted ” gentlemen
to their own * discoveries,” the only part
in the whole of he GO0 pages of the Book of
Mormon, that treats of the ten lost tribes,
19 presrnl;ed as follows ; they are the words
of Jesus addressed to the descendants of
Joseph in America, who, now, the first
time for six centuries, hear tidings of these
“Jlost tribes.” 2nd Furopean edition, p
405,

o Rr-l r}Id, thiH [Americn] ii-l t]lu ]aﬂl’] ﬂfi
we may sav, of him who cay believe

your [ "¢ children of Joseph] inheritance;
and toe Father hath given it unto you,
And not at any tie hath the Father
given me commandia nts that T should tell
unto your brethren, at Jerunsalem, con-

cerning the other tribes of the house of Js-

self unto them. But 1 have reccived a
commandment of the Father, that 1 shall
- Go unto them, and that they shall bear my
i \'ﬂim‘,, and shall be numbered among iy
sheep, that there may be one fold, and one
 shepherd ; thurvi’ure% go to show mysell
unto them. And I command you to write
these sayings, after I am gone; that if it
so be that my people at Jerusalem, they
who have seen me do not ask the Father
in my name, that they may riccive a
knuwlndg'rnf' you h}' the ]ln]_'.' (Hmﬁf, nnd
also of the other tribes they know not of;
that these sayvings shall be manifested unto
the Gentiles.” . Page 467, “ Now
I Go unto the Father, and also to show
myveelf unto the Lost Trises or Isgakt,
Jor they arve not lost wnto the Father, for he
knoweth whither he hath taken thein.”
These words are asserted by the Dook
of Mormon to have been spoken by Jesus
in ancient America; they are perfeetly
consistent and harfwonize with every pre-
Cvious idea contained in the volume. They
manifestly declare that to visit the * lost
tribes,” Jesus found it necessary to go
Srom that eontinent, Certainly a most
curious volume My, Spaulding’s work,
beautifully describing how the ten tiibes
flourished in America, must bave been
with this same bit of historical matter in
it.  Combine the two histories as we must
i we believe the Spaulding story, and the
ﬂi"""-llli]inq novel must have been the ra-
ther perplexing history of ten tribes who
lived over GO0 years in America, bofore
they heard anything about themselves ;
and then they heard the startling news
that they did not live where thoy did, for
to pay them a visit Jesus had to * go "
frum thE l:ll'll.l where ﬂli'y resided. Ti'ulj'

tlhu Hllﬂllhlillg ﬂ[f”‘:{ Hrip."" Y hi“ll-lll'? i",?t‘!-
ﬁgﬂtiun, that ¢ Mormonism " will not lose

“much if he always believes the same.

Again we repeat, that the point in this

argument may be kept before the mind, if
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the Book of Mormon was based or
“ grounded entirely,” wpon a history
ehowing how the ten tribes migrated to
America, and are now Indians—the Book
of Mormon is at hand—therefore point out
the part in that book that *“shows ” how
they migrated to America, Pray produce
the part that “ ghows” they “are now In.
dians ;7 and this, of course, our opponents
ought to be able easily to do, or Spauld-
ing’s friends are liars, for they declared,
or our i."'l‘.*"l!‘:il.""l h;l.l'l."! ’.I'Hrlr.a"f* ”H'Hl llr.‘I"'rrH'f‘..
which is more litely, that they could see
such a lustory * tiamediate’y,” They
either did see ity or they did not. If they
dill, whereis itz If t.ht"}' did nnt, how did
they know it If Joseph S with so altered
t.hu‘ﬂpnnhl':np MS. that none of its ori-
inal features remain, then Spaulding’s
riends have testified falsely, in deelarin
that they “»oe r_-mf::--f;:.-'rﬁ'a'ff:u"hiﬂurigin;ﬁ
work ; and sccondly, .l:‘;x;-;nh Smith could
have found no uge for a work that he must
have had to alter, till there was left no
more of the original than thire was of the
bDJ‘.H In-n:cuilir whii!h hml had three now
handles and six new blades.

All ¢hildren above eight years of age—
those who are Cambridge and country
Clergymen, of course, excepted — will per-
ceive, that these two books starting with
entirely difforent and opposing theories
must have been different all the way
through, and that under no circamstance
could one have been fabricated from the
other. DBut we will suppose a case for
tllustration.

Hu]:puﬁﬂ that when the little band of
“Turitan I-‘,ﬂ.ht-rﬁ," who wore ‘:ngliﬂhmvn,
Emip;rn.tml Loy America and L‘:Hlﬁlﬁﬂt'll that
continent, they had kept a perfect history
of the incilents of their voyage, showing
how they landed, and spread from state
to state, until they numbered
lions as at present. And suppose that
this history should not have been pub-
lished until 1830, and soon after it came
to light, or in 1833, a wife, daughter,
and some six friends, of a deceased gen-
tleman named Spuulding, should assert
that it was no more nor less than a copy
D‘f' an nh] nm+v|, thﬂt th-‘.zir fril‘nsl nml re-
lative had wiitten * retending to show,”
how America was colonized by ten whole
eountics of England being swept clean
of their inhabitants, who were trans-

rted across the ocean to America.
Wuuhl not that man be cither very dis.
honest, or intensely silly, who should de-

o3

clare these books “similar in all their
leading features?" or that such a history
could have been fabricated from such a
novel ?

Well, the idea of the Book of Mormon
being “ founded ™ on Spaulding’s novel is
even more ridiculous, for not only does it,
as in the case of the above supposed
' books, dilfer vastly as to numbers, but it
puts its descendants of two small families of
Joseph, where Mr. Spaulding put his ten
tribes ; and sends the ten tribes, where
Mr. Spaulding never imagined there were
tribes at all.

l The idea of its 'H*illﬂ', as the Camhridga
clergyman says, “based” upon Spauld-
‘ding’s novel, is something similar to a
‘man in America aflirming that his cot-
tage was * based ™ upon the “identical
foundation laid for St. Paul's Cathedral,
'London. The size and difference of
country being no object.
Qur opponents being completely driven
‘from their charge of “simlarity,” as a
Jast effort may exclaim.  “ Well, at least
you will admit that Joseph might have
gained the bare idea of the Indians be-
iing Israclites from Spaulding’s work,
supposing he had seen 1it.”  No, we will
not admit that, for what use would the
ideahavebeen to himin com posing the Book
‘of Mormon which shows they are not the
[sraclites that Mr. Spaulding and the
“public had all along supposed tﬁvm to be?
“About as wise as the writer of a tracs
plll‘lliﬁl'll‘il by the Religious Tract Society,
(No. 599) who, endeavouring to show how
oseph Smith “might ” have gained an
idea how to compose the Dook of Mor-
mon, says, Joseph Smith “Inip‘;ht have
known something of the opinion thas
had been spread in America before his
time, about the lost ten tribes, and

mil- | the American Indians being the same.”
|lewr notion! an intelligent reason cer-
|

tainly.  For supposing, that if he had, is
would have greatly assisted him to forge
the Book ot Mormon, which proves they
‘are nothing of the sort. Surely if the
‘wisdom of the wise has not perished, it
| has come to be so much like folly, that we
ccannot tell the difference.

We have examined the “leading fea-
Ctures,” and they blast the “ Spaulding
Story,” and prove it as grnﬂsly silly as it
is wicked. Lt us examine sull further,
and we shall see that even if Joseph did
ret possession of Spaulding’s novel, and
End it by his side, he could not have trans-

J
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ferred a solitary item of even the mere
detail of that work to compose the pages
of the Book of Mormon for the following
reAsoOn ; —

There is not an event deseribed in the
whole of that book, which does not spring
naturally from, and belong to, the idea,

THE “SPAULDING STORY '’

REFUTED FROM ITSELF.

events must have risen from so different
an origin. The Book of Mormon, there-
fore, not only could not have been  based ”
upon, but it could not lawve becn cvon
(m'dfd by such a work as Spaulding’s 1
said *on oath ” to have been,

One thing more must be noticed, and

that America was peopled by two small it will still more expose the folly of this
families of the tribe of Joseph, who came ¢ Spaulding Story,” and wouw'd alone suf-
there in a certain way, and from the pecu-  fice to eaplode it, leaving the contradietion

liar circumstances attending whose tran-
sit from Jerusalem to America, arose all
the following movements and events there-
in narrated. Therefore, as Spaulding’s
work did not contain such a theory
as that upon which the Book of
Mormon is based, it could not have
narrated circumstances, that alone counld

w from such a theory. This will be
still farther evident from the following
comparison with the probable detail of the
Spaulding work.

Spaulding’s “pretended history,” how
Ten Great Tribes of Israel were induced
to leave Assyria and eross a mighty ocean,
the methods of conveyance to the sea
shore, the description of the leaders they
required, and the incidents of the journey
peculiar to such hosts, could have fur-
nished no material for the Book of Mor-
mon’s deseription, of how one man, being
warned in vision, to avoid the destruction
of Jerusalem, fled with his family into the
wilderness, and getting only another fami-
ly to accompany him, journeyed solitary
and alone to the sea shore.

So Bpaulding’s “history,” of how such
vast multitudes crossed the deep, the fleet
of ships they required, their method of
building them, and the events that would
result from the passage of such an arma-
ment over the sea, could not be transfer-

red to compose the history, of how one man, |

Nephi, eonstructed a ship in solitude, and
with only his father’s family and another,
erossed the ocean, during which passage,
as in all that occurred since t*w)r left
Jerusalem, the events deseribed are pecu-
liar to their isolated pogition,

Continning the comparison, Spaul-
ding’s deseription of how ten tribes would
have swallowed up a large country, and
thus be nrlfff'unshﬁ'um their beginning, must
have been anything but of use to compose

a book that deseribes how these two little |

families separated and spread by
until they
a multitude in the midst of the earth.

in historical statements between the two
works out of the question.

It is always affirmed that the “ veligious
“matter” of the Book of Mormon was not

copied from Spaulding’s work. Particular
~attention 1s called to this, becanse greas
stress is laid upon its being like it, *er-
eept the religious matter.” Now, as every
circumstance that is narrated in the whole
~of the “historical part” of the Book of
Mormon is connected with, and springs
from, the “religious matter” which was nog

(in the Spaulding work, by exeepting the
religions matter from the charge of pira-
cy, they have excepted the whole book,

Only fancy the Book of Kings being a
-copy of another work, * excepting ifs reli-

ginuﬁ matter ! 7 The 1‘1‘“;.:;1-”15 maft-
ter is the bone and sinew of that book,
ia,nr] the historieal part ig the flesh buils
upon it. By examining the * historical
part 7 of the Book of Mormon, it will be
clear that its religious and historical mat-
ter are inseparably united,

To show this, let us briefly review,
commencing with the beginning of thas
book.

Lehi being warned in a vision that the
|Jr.'wn meant to kill Lim because of his
prophecies, fled from Jerusalem with his
Mfamily. Out of which « religions matter o
grows all the events of a jourpey through
the wilderness, and over an ocean, through
the whole of which, the * religious mat-
| tvr,“ or ﬁ'{‘ﬁh, rlrpum_q’ ri.qinn*ﬂ and exhor-
tations, influence their course, and give
Tise to every event deseribed.

- After landing in Ameriea, one part gives
hf.-*ﬂtl Lnf-nrluin n-vv]utinm or ?‘f"h‘,ri..-m.q mals
ter, the other part neglects, and despises
them, and losing the favour of the Lord in

_consequence, become hardened aud mur-
“derous in their feelings towards theé rest,

They instil this hatred to these religious
matters into their children,  And thus

degrees, | comes a whole series of “ historical " events,
ame, after many generations, | occupying half the book at least, in the shape

of murders, wars, stratagems, and sieges,

And so, through all the story, different | and cities, and fortifications, built and de-
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atroyed —lands taken and reconquered.
All as much belonging to the peewliar reli-
gious matter of the Book of Mormon, as a
man's five fingers belong to the rest of hs
han.

Again, Prophets came and laid before
the people “ religious” principles; the way |
they treated and rejected these men, {urnish-
es a large portion of the “historical part.”
All their sufferings or prn-a}writ-;l,-' being |

| other in the State of New York.
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least ten thousand people from Assyria®
could never have been worked into the
history of the emigration of scarcely a
dozen from J{'l‘llﬁﬂi'ln. One book pro-
fessed to be the “ manuseript found,” the
other found on plates of gold.  One to
have been found in Conneaut, Ohiod the
(Ine to
have traced the division of the ten tribes
into the “Indian tribes, as found be

traced to their rejection or acceptance of | Columbue,” the other closes by im?in?g

this “ religions matter.”
I’rophets were sent to prophesy respecting
the coming of Christ, and his wvisit to
America, most of them rejected again, and
then followed the * history,” in des¢riptions
of earthquakes, cities burnt by fire, others

engulphed, and some drowned in  the |

depths of the sea.  Excepting the history
of a previous race, inhabiting America, who

eame from the Tower of Babel, which,
eertainly, no one will suppose was founded
on Spaulding's History of the Ten Tribes, |
she rest of the Book of Mormon is de- |
voted to dwuribing the gradual decay
and destruction of a great nation, an
event that flowed from no less a “ religious
matter ” than the visit of Christ and re-
jection of his teachings ! Who can sepa- |
rate the religious and the historical mat- |
ter here?  Fither Spaulding’s novel con-
tained the “theory ™ of Lehi's dreams and
visions, the rise of Prophets in America,
and wisit of Christ to that conunent
whach 1s denied, or it did not contain any
of the Book of Mormon, the balance being
ouly a description of events that sprung
from those facts. |

The very art that led the fabrieators of |
the Spaulding story so carefully to assert |
that the historical part of the Book of
Mormon uu{f; wWis t*npiml from Spauhling’s
manuseript, clearly exposes the whole cheat,
as we have seen there conld have been no
Book of Mormon * historical part,” nor
anything else, had these religious facts |
b(‘t‘l'l F!{{!Fpu-rl. _

The investigation of the “Spaulding
lm‘?’ " completed, let us review.

¢ fuum}l it grounded on the alleged

similiarity between the two works.  That
position l:'nn been overthrown, by proving
out of the mouths of our opponents a total
and cumylem dig-similarity and contra-
diction. Probably (?) that was what they
meant, only by mistake they left out the
“dis.”  We have slso seen that no portion
of Epaul'ding’ 8 “detail” could have been
used, because a history of the transit of at

Once more, | the descendants of Joseph one nation

after the battle of Cumora, And then
to {"nitiplvw the whnh*. and ]‘ilﬂ- on the
capstone of fully, the originators of the
“Spanldng Story,” knowing that they
t"nuLl not, with a single chance of being
believed, aseribe to Spaulding —a DPres.
byterian preacher!— the idea of a long
line of Prophets, and the ministry of Jesus
Christ in America, have owned (hat such
parts of the Book of Mormon had no con-
neetion with his work. And thus—could
they even mow, falsify themselves, and
prove the Ten tribes were not the subjeet
of the Novel—there wonld still be enough
left. to easily refate them. For those
religions ideas run hke a silver vein
through the whole Book of Mormon,
which would be no more like what it
now 1s without them, than Mr. Spauldin
would have resembled himself, after
his bones and sinews had been extracted.
And farther still, if Joseph Smith did
make use of Mr. Spaulding’s manuseript,
it must have been for one of two roasons,
either because he was not able to write a
history for himself, or that he might save
himsc!f labour. On the one hand, he
could not have done 0, because of’ inabil-
ity. For any one that could have so cleverly
altered a history of ten tribes, that it now
reads a distinet and consistent history of
two families of Joseph, certainly counld
have made such a history for himself, in
the first instance, had he winted one.
And, on the other hand, he could not have
done it to save himself trouble, for so to
alter a history from beginning to end,
until it contradicted all it had pre-
viously said, and became a harmonious
history of anether people, eould save no
man trouble. Theretore, if Jo-eph Smith,
supposing he was an imposter, ran the
risk of detection, by copying another man’s
work, he ran that risk without a single
* ¢ Assyria.” See Country Clergyman’s

work, page 6,
t See Gunnisen, page 93.
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motive, except it was the privilege of toiling

for nothing, or the pleasure of being ex-

I:uaed, wien by writing it himself, he need
ave no risk at all.

To close, the Spaulding Story is a
triumph for * Mormonism.”
proved true, the ministers of the day
would have a colateral proof that they are
true servants of God, manifested in the
faet that they were able to seatter to the
winds the pretensions of a book that

Had it been |

EDITORIAL.

But it indeed substantiates its charges
against them, to find that they fail so
miserably, in endeavouring to prove the
earthly origin of a work, that rebukes
them in the name of the Lord,

We have also a testimony of great force
in favour of the Diwinity of the Book of
Mormon, secing that after twenty-five
years of efforts by its enemies, to upset its
claims to a divine origin, the only way
by which they are agreed to accouns

eharged them with apostacy and error. for its existence vanishes at a louch.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 1857,

Stre Weeens,—The British bark 7Twsso was wrecked on the coast of New Jersey,
December 203 six lives were lost while attempting to rescue the unfortunate crew
from their suffering and perilous condition on board the wreck.

Also the packet ship Now York, from Liverpool, was wrecked on the coast of
New Jersey, near Barnegat, on the 10th. It is supposed that the cargo will be
seriously damaged, if not totally lost.  The crew consisted of about 300 passengers,
who suffered much from hunger and cold.  No lives lost.

The Neapolitan war steamer Charles 111, has been blown up; forty men were
killed.

January 3 and 4. The gale which burst forth with such fury along the coast on
Saturday night and Sunday, continued throughout the whole of Monday night a
terrific gale from the N.I%. to N.N.E. ; swept the North Sea, and the upper part of
the Eoglish Channel, wrecking many vessels, and causing the loss of many lives,

The T'imes states that the number of vessels lost during the year 1855, on or near
the coast of the Upited Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, is estimated as
no fewer than 1,141 sail; with an aggregate of 176,600 tons, .

[t also remarks that * these things are neither inevitable nor endurable.” We
extract the following from a Revelution, given to the Prophet Joseph Smith, in Au-
gust 1831, Book of Doctrine and Covenants, page 228, which will show to all who
believe in the divine authenticity of’ his mission, whether these things are inevitable
and will have to be endured or not.

“ Behold, and hearken unto the voice of Him who has all power, who is from ever-
lasting to everlasting, even Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end; behold,
verily thus saith the Lord unto you, O ye Elders of my Church, .

“ Behold, there are many dangers upon the waters, and more especially hereafter,
for I the Lord have decreed, in mine anger, many destructions upon the waters,
yea, and especially upon these waters, (American rivers) nevertheless all flesh is in
mine hand, and he that is faithful among you shall not perish by the waters. . .

“ Behold, 1 the Lord, in the beginning blessed the waters, but in the last days by
the mouth of my servant John I cursed the waters.  Wlerefore the days will come
that no flesh shall be safe upon the waters ; and it shall be said in days to come, that
none is able to go up to the land of Zion upon the waters, but he that is upright in
heart. . . . . And now I give unto you a commandment, that what I say unto one |
say unto all, that you shall forwarn your brethren concerning these waters, that they



