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* For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom ; and
there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and

droubles ; these are the beginnings of sorrows.”—MARK xiii, 8.
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THE LAMANITES.

(A Book of Mormon Ske'ch, )

BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS,

- ___ﬂ__.._

Whilst the histo
Nephi has a peculiar charm to all
believers in the great latter-day dis-
pensation, the Lamanites, also, must
claim a portion of their regard, not
only because of the peculiar position
they occupied in ancient American
history, but also because of the im-
portant part their modern repre-
sentatives will play in the great drama
of the last days, and in the unfolding
of events, diverse, terrible and glori-

ous, that will precede the millennial |

reign of Christ on the earth. And
when considering the part the Laman-
ites will fill in this pregnant age, we
must not narrow down our ideas to
the remnants of the scattered and
spoiled tribes that Gentile injustice,
greed and lust have almost extin-

guished, but we must remember the |

millions of Lehi’s children who dwell
in Mexico, Central America, Peru,
Chili, Brazil, ete., in whose veins fiow
the unmixed blood of J acob, many of
whom even now (a faint foreshadow-
ing of the coming era), can be found
among the wise and the learned,

of the people of | rulers and governors in the lands of

Mannasseh, only exceeded in culture
and refinement by the nations in
which the blood of Ephraim predomi-
nates, and unrecug;uizedly wields the
powers of Jehovah’s First-born,

The history of the ancient Laman-
ites may be consistently divided into
three epochs :

The first, when their nation was
almost entirely composed of the literal
descendants of Laman, Lemuel and
Ishmael.

The second, when it consisted of
those, no matter their descent, who
rejected the Gospel and fought against
its principles.

e third, when the name was used
to designate those who, after the dis-
pensation opened by the personal ap-
pearing of the Messiah on the Ameri-
can continent, turned away from His
teachings, and again promulgated the
old falsehoods, nurtured the old
hatreds, and resurrected and delighted
in the ancient abominations,

In the consideration of the Laman-

 ite character, we must always bear in
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mind that from their standpoint they | manitish character can readily be
had right and justice on their side. | found embodied in Laman and Lem-

They had no records to which they
could appeal, but had to rely entirely

on the traditions that were handed !

down to them from generation to
generation. These traditions taught
them that their fathers-——Laman and
Lemuel*—were robbed both of the
kingly and priestly authority by their
younger brothers—Sam, Nephi, Jacob
and Joseph—of whom Nephi was the
leader, and that he, by cunning and

falsehood, usurped the rights pertain-

ing to the first born, lorded it over his
hrethren, and was accepted by part
as their hing, whilst those to whom
this dignity rightfully belonged very
properly rejected this arrangement,
claimed their just dues, and thus gave
rise to the division of the colony and
the establishment of the two hostile

EGWEI‘S. The Nephites thus came to

e regarded as usurpers and robbers
whom to destroy was virtue, to des-
poil was righteous gain. It was be-
cause of these traditions, implanted
in the womb, nurtured at the breast,
and streni;thened by every succeedinﬁ
year of life, that the Lord showe
such abundant mercy to this people
whenever they manifested a desire to
turn from their loathsomeness and
blindness, and learn of His ways that
they might walk in His paths,

’the natural disposition, peculiari-
ties of character, etc., of the founders
of the Lamanite race, were strongly
impressed on their after generations,
1f we read carefully the account given
of the conduect of Laman and Lemuel
from the time they are first introduced
to the reader of the Book of Mormon,
through the toils and troubles in the
wilderness and on the sea, as well as
those after their advent on Joseph’s
greater Land of Promise, to the time
of the separation of the two peoples
(Nephites and Lamanites), and analyze
their conduct, we cannot but be im-
pressed with the thought that the

~most striking peculiarities of the La-

* The pretended grievance of the des-
cendants of Ishmael was that he had been
ensnared by the cunning of Nephi to leave
his home. etc., in Jerusalem, to suffer the
miseries of their wandering in the wilder-

‘ness, and all the evil that had since over-
i takﬁn thﬂm.

' uel.

. commendation ;

Such character as was theirs
would not be likely to give birth to a
race distinguished for the mnobler
virtues and more exalted wisdom of
the races who rule in the strength of
right and righteousness. We find the
Lamanite people bloodthirsty, indo-
lent, revengeful, shiftiess and careless,
and their rulers despotic and tyran-
nical. All power of life and death
appears to have been in the hands of
the ruling monarch, who, if a strong
character, carried out his autocratic
will to its utmost limit ; ir weak, he
had to simulate a regard for his peo-
ple, and flatter them into the execn-
tion of his purposes. There was also
a marked want of originality in the
Lamanite character; but, as is the
case with most semi-civilized races,
imitation  was  largely developed.
Where the Nephites led they followed,
especially in the tactics and strategy
of war, 1n fortifications, armor, wea-
pons, ete,

One phase of Lamanite character,
originating, doubtless, in their Israel-
itish ancestry, is worthy of our warm
' it was the great
strength of their domestic affections,
their love for their wives, their kind-
ness to their families. Nor is there
anything in this incompatible with
the ferocity of their character or their
blood-thirstiness in war. It must not
be forgotten, as an illustration, that in
Britain, whose people talk more of
home and home virtues than almost
any other race, at the commencement
of this present century there were
two hundred and twenty-three crimes
on the calendar the punishment for
which was death, a most savage code.t
In the earlier ages of the Lamanite
nationality, rigi chaatit?r was ob-
served by the men as well as by the
women ; indeed, it may be said that
whilst they manifested most of the
prominent vices of semi-barbarous
people, they also possessed the virtues

-\ that such races, uncontaminated by a

more luxurious mode of life, generally

show. Nor would it be consistent,

nor historically true, to give one gene-
ral description and apply it to the

T See McKenzie's “ Nineteenth Century.”
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whole Lamanite race, for as thei : .
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not be forgotten that they occupied nd surroundings of their parents in
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did the Nephitea and y evotion to God’s will and strong
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whilst others degraded in life and | first handr ‘ >
habits wandered in the wilde Bttt IS undred years of their
building no houses, formin Sae | national existence ; it is still less that
Bk ROTeeT) g no per- we know of the Lamani
manent abiding places, but meander arti { manites. | The
: ) . the two branch f Lehi’
ing from place to place, and depending | 'lltIg Vit Y, of s
for food and clothing u, pending | family was evidently in anger, at any
. pon the animals | rate 1t w ith Y o) e
they caught in the chase, the fishes | 3 80 With those who joined
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The idea hasd Beon Bre | warned Nephi to take those who
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at possibly the mother was des- |tot <L ol it
cended from a somewhat stiff. to the northward, leaving the Laman-
andhbuck-sliding famil}il ins?aﬂltal:j:: gﬁﬁ gf:t lgﬁiiﬂpnﬁefhﬁfgamfn of their
at the time of her marriage she par- | But this di nd of promise.
took measureably of that inﬂl:uapa Bk, diys did mot suit the excited
but was elevated  and-3 nce, | passions of the elder brothers, they
ihe ﬁml examplé an]::l l::?iirgml?t% ?JJE g;gtl?;ﬁegm:gvmmfﬁl hﬂfm jog 13 nc!iun-
er husband. It most I :  HYs oI a land so
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Lab % Tl Al “wak e condition of the Lamanites was
toned down and mﬂdi?‘itéﬁthlf; in%ﬂiﬁ | Eg'?rlﬂ];;mt]l:]ll:’p:*];:y e iE ﬂ tlﬁ:ﬁmflﬂ:fﬂ
to evil, but his character was not as | pri énce of the Lord, the
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seldom lead. Gam was also azrmﬂ- gei d eir grasp : hatred and malice
- what lacking in strong traits of dis- | ha ed supreme in their souls ; they
p_nslitiun, but his leaning was towards theyn:é?; éﬁﬂ fg;:;]h%arts Dfdpﬂpé‘ia;
righteousness when , cunning and 1dle,
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or assistant. Then we have Nephi, a | u e e = of God was falling
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brothers in active righteousness as ' some an filthy, and this same skin
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of darkness came upon the children of | “ many means were devised to reclainy
all those who intermarried with them. and restore the Lamanites to the
So quickly did they follow up the | knowledge of the truth” (149), but it
Nephites, that in less than forty years = was all in vain, for they cherished an
from the time that Lehi left Jerusa- @ eternal hatred towards their Nephite
lem, there had already been war and | brethren, and would accept no good
contentions between the two peoples, thing at their hands. These efforts.
both of whom had established a mon- to reclaim were diligently continued
archial form of government. in the days of Enos, the son of Jacob,,
Whilst the early Nephites were but with no better success. The
polygamists, and unfortunately un- Lamanites were growing more hard-
righteous ones, the Lamanites were ened rather than to the contrary.
monogamists, which form of marriage  Enos describes them (151) as wild,
they appear to have ever after re- ferocious and blood-thirsty, full of
tained. As we shall have to refer so | idolatry and filthiness, feeding npon
often to their vices, we must, in jus- | beasts of prey which they devoured
tice to them, here insert the descrip- raw. They dwelt In tents, and wan-
tion of their domestic virtues given | dered from place to place as their
by Jacob, the son of Lehi. He says | tancies led, or their necessities com-
(134%), “ Behold, their husbands love | pelled. Their clothing was simply a
their wives, and their wives love their | short skin girdle about their loins ;
husbands ; and their husbands and  they shaved their heads, and were
their wives love their children ; and | skilful in the use of the bow, the axe
their unbelief and their hatred towards | and the cimeter. Such was the sa
ou, is because of the iniquity of their | depth of degradation to which they
athers.” " had fallen in the second generation,
Even as early as Jacob’s days, | which, like the previous one, expended'.
- 1ts meagre energies in repeated depre-

* The figures refer to pages in the Book | dations upon the Nephites.
of Mormon. r

[TO BE CONTINUED. ]

MR, LAWRENCE OLIPHANT'S SCHEME FOR THE COLO-
NIZATION OF PALESTINE BY THE JEWS.

O

Although Mr. Lawrence Oliphant | the past year either by foreign gov-
has returned from Constantinople | ernments or individuals, no matter
without having obtained the signa- | how politically or pecuniarily advan-
ture of the Sultan to the Irade autho- | tageous they may have been. This.
rizing the formation of a company for | attitude of fixed resistance to foreign
the purpose of colonizing the fertile | influence, a[tx);])lied as it has been to
and unoccupied lands to the east of | the Treaty obligatione of Turkey, has
the Jordan with Jews, he by no means | placed the English Government as
despairs of ultimate success. The | well as the Governments of other
present political situation at Con- Euruc{wan Powers under the necessit
stantinople i altogether exceptional, | of adopting a course of action whic
and it is quite impossible that it can | must sooner or later break down the
last. The opposition to all reform | Palace obstructiveness, and restore to
and to all foreign influence ecalculated @ power the Turkish statesmen who are
to ameliorate the present desperate  willing and able to adopt a liberal
condition of the Turkish Empire, andenlightened policy. Mr. Oliphant
emanates from the Sultan and from | received the most positive assurances
the fanatical clique by whom he is | from the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
surrounded at the palace, and is| that hisscheme had been unanimously
directed, not against Mr. Oliphant’s | approved even by the existing Cabinet,
scheme alone, but against every pro- | and that the Sultan’s suspicions of all
ject which has been suggested during | foreign proposals alone prevented it.




