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THE URIM AND THUMMIMTHUMAIIM
1.1

ilIN the account which the prophet joseph smith gives of the cac6comingminigmifig forthfoith
4of

1

ttheobook6booklbookbook of mormon he says that an angel directed him to ah &4tacertainih
hillaf4f in the side of which was buried a stone box in this box he foii6dfound
thethie plates containing thetiietile writings from which the book of mormonmormonivaMormoniVawass
translated with these plates other thing were buried and among thbiiith6mtham
were what he describes as two stones set in silver bows and fastened 16

4mastplatea breastplate these instruinspruinstrumentsments he calls the urimarim and thummimthummim theythe
aree similarly described inin the book of mormon in which they are calledclied
interpreters in translating the ancient record engravengravenengraveden upon the gold
patpiatesplateses the prophet used these interpreters by the power of the lord he116lib
wasnaS

i

enabled to look upon these stones and read the english translatl6ntrantlati6ii
pofi the ancient writings as it appeared upon them sentence by sentence

many unbelievers who read the account of this remarkable meth6methodmetha of
translating not only refuse to believe it but riridicule theithethel idea of u91fiusing9
such instruments for such a purpose it certainly would be absurd iifortor
an uninspiruninuninspiredspired inmanan to taketate two ordinary stones from the earth and withwrithveith

their aidaiaald attempt to translate a record written in an unknownuntnown languagelanguadiadignia
but thethe stonesstones of the urimarim and thummim were preparedpreparedpated by theth lordlod farf6r
certainceryair4ai1 n sacred purposes and it was through a gift fromfrontfroni him thatthab thewe
record contained in the book of mormon was translated

thosethosewwhoho scoff at the means employed by the modern prophet inid this
work show their ignorance of the bible and of the methods the lord irfilcde

use 0of 1in ancient times to reveal intelligence to hisils2 chosen servantss6rviait
the 30th verse of the 28th chapter of exodus mentions the 6xistence6xigtefi66existence 6faf

these sacred instruments in the days of moses and thou shailshallshaib ppututchut4hin
the16 breastplate of judgment the urimarim and the thummithommithummimThum mim1

m andind they shall6611shailshali
bebe upon aarons heart when he goeth in before the lord and achahhaaronh
shallshailsmitsmil bear the judgment of the children of israel upon hihis1

s heart before
hjjorathetha lordlora continually again they are mentioned ashs being connected
nritfivnthanth a breastplatereastplate in the 8thath verse of the 8thath chapter of leviticus

that these instruments were used ancianclanciently1

antlently forlottortot the purpose of gelling
informationfn&rmation from a divine source is evident from numbers 270 21 andmidanauld
from the following passage found in the dah6thdth vav6verseri s e of the tetli28fcht8tli chapter of
firstfiarstsrstssamuelamuel and when saul enquired of the lord the lord answered
him not neither by dream nor by uriurlurimarimin nor by prophets at Aa fater
liatedate in the oidordnid verse of the 2ndand chapter of ezra and in the dath65thd5th vversese
of the ith chapter of nehemiah the urunmuhmim and thummim kreireare menmanliomenlioJ ildiridl1 onedbonedaliwneaneo
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in such a6 way as to imply that they were used by the priests to receive
enlightenment from the lord

the helps to the study of the bible contained in the oxford teachers
bible under the heading of A glossary of antiquities customs etc
furnishes some explanation of the use of the urimarim and thummimThum mim their
meaning isis given as lights and perfections and they are described aias

the sacred symbols worn upon the breastplate of the high priest upon
his heart by which god gave oracular responses for the guidance ofhisochisof his
people in temporal matters it is further stated that what they wwereere
is unknown they are introduced in exodus without explanation asas if
familiar to the israelites of that day some scholars suppose
that they were the twelve stones of the breastplate others that they wergwere
two additional stones concealed in its fold josephus adds to these the
twosardonyxtwo sardonyx buttons worn on the shoulders which he says emitted
luminous rays when the response was favorable but the means by which
the oracles were given is lost in obscurity

the description of the urimarim and thummim and of their purposes given
by the prophet joseph is not in the least at variance with what is said of
them in the bible or with what the world knows of them this simple
fact when considered in connection with others goes to prove that he
was inspired and that he was actually in possession of these instruments
or his attempt to describe them and to explain their use would have been
faulty for it is not at all likely that he got his description of them from
the bible or from other published works of his day if he did take the
pains to make the necessary research in order to give a description of them
that would harmonize with what was known about them this one fact of
itself of course would furnisfurnishh no evidence of his being divinely assisted
but his extensive writings and translations contain so many hundreds of
statements that harmonize with known truths that it would take more
than his brief lifetime to compare and verify them besides this many
of the statements in his writings fully agree with facts discovered
subsequent to the timetinte of his recording them and he had no opportunity
to compare and harmonize these before announcing them totheto the world
consequently the only way to account for the accuracy of his writingsaaa&is
to admit that he was divinely inspired E F P i

thetimTDK pioneer anniversaryanniversary edition of the deseretbeseretdeseretbeseretjeret news is filled wiragwirtgwith
11interestingie esting matter concerning utah and its people it containscontains 36
regular size pages of descriptive reading and illustrations bissioxissiomissionariesna iesles
will find it an excellent paper to show to their friends

AnniarrivalsVALS the following named elders from zion arrived in liverpool
per american line steamer pentlandpennlandpenniandPennPennIandlandabd on august 201897 for the british
mission thomas geo reid oasis for the netherlands mission alonzo
arza hinckley fillmore for the swiss and german mission george
blecher geneva idaho james ostermann sandy J collie robinson
fillmore for the scandinavian mission hyrum jensenjensenbrigbammrighain city 9


