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DISCOURSE BY ELDER ANTHON H LUND

timthe following discourse was delivered by elder anthonantilon 11 lund at thetho
seventieth semiannualsemi annual conferenceConferenceenco of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints held in the tabernacle salt lake city october 6619001900

I1 hope I1 shall be able to make myself heard by this vast congregation
I1 was very much interested in the remarks of our brethren this forenoon
and the subjects they touched upon aarere of great value and importance to
us as a people when brother cowley spoke he alluded to the blessings
we have received in having the living word of god in our midst and the
prophet of god to lead us it made me think do we really appreciate
this great blessing of having inspired men in our midst to lead us do
we give heed to theircounseltheirthein counsel and advice the brethren have dwelt upon
the importance of paying heed unto the lords commandments to his
people when he commands he desires his children to obey obedience
to the fathers will is a principle that we must all learn he has not left
us in the dark in regard to what he wants us to do I1 believe the latter
day saints have more faith and a stronger testimony than any other
people they received this strong testimony when the hands of the ser-
vants of god were laid upon their heads they received the holy ghost
which leads into all truth and makes known the fathers will so that
philewhilewhile we have inspired men in our midst to give us the word of the lord
we are not dependent upon that alone the lord has given unto us his
holy spirit to witness unto our spirits whether that which is given us isis
right or not the latter day saints who perform their duty are not in
the dark in regard to the counsel which they receive whenwilen it comes
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from the servants of god unto them the holyspiritholy spirit gives them a testi-
mony that it is true

lehi of old had a beautiful dream he saw the world spread before
him he stood by a tree the tree of life enjoyed its precious fruit and
saw how multitudes were hurrying to get to that tree he saw that there
was a mist came down that obscured the tree of life from the view of the
multitude they wanted to reach it but this darkness or mist prevented
them from seeing it the lord however had provided means whereby
they could reach it there was a path leading to thethetreetree and at the side
of it a rod of iron by taking hold of this and following it although
they were not able to see the tree but believing what had been told them
that this rod led to the tree of life many found it but many would not
take hold of the iron rod and they went astray and did not reach the tree
with its precious fruit lehi saw also how that the greatest number were
walking on the other side of a river which divided them from the tree of
life they went to a spacious building he saw his own children laman
and lemuel and he feared for them when he saw that they did not come
where he was his wife and his other children shared with himhlin the
blessing of partaking of the fruit of the tree of life this iron rod it was
explained is the word of god by taking hold of that we need not go
astray although we may have to look forward with the eye of faith
holding to the iron rod we will be just as safe as if there were no mist

we are blessed brethren and sisters in having the word of god in our
midst not only the written word but also the living word of god we
are thankful that we have so much of the written word of god in our
midst while we do not look upon the bible as many protestants do still
we have just as great reverence for it as they have we have just as great
a testimony and greater that it contains the word of god we revere
its contents and we are trying to carry them out in our lives we have
testimony of the truth of the bible from other sources which the world
do not accept however but the book itself proves to us that it is genu-
ine its own prophecies fulfilled since it was written prove to us that
it is a bookbookcontainingcontaining the word of god look at daniels prophecy in
what a nutshell is the history of the future portrayed there we could
not any better describe it todayto day after we have followed history down
for more than two thousand years daniels prophecies are like history
written beforehand showing that they were inspired the words of jesus
have been fulfilled since they were written and given to the world in
matthew we have a clear prophecy concerning the temple and the city of
jerusalem howbow deeply I1 felt impressed when I1 sat on mount olivet and
looked down upon the temple ground I1 thought of the prediction that
not one stone of that building should be left upon another this was
uttered when jerusalem was flourishing it seemed an impossibility that
such a prophecy could bobe fulfilled but within forty years it came to pass
the temple built of large masses of rock was entirely destroyed the
stones carried away and the temple ground plowed so as to obliterate
any trace of the temple it was considered policy by a roman emperor
to do this but it was the fulfillment of a prophecy of jesus we look
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upon the bible as containing the word of god written to thoseofthose of old but
much of it in a general way applies to us

we also believe the book of mormon to contain the word of god we
look at its contents and we find that it contains internal evidences of the
truth that it sets forth which also show that it is a divinely inspired
book take the tenth chapter of second nephi and you will find that in
that book which was published to the world some months before the
church of jesus christ was organized prophecies concerning our time
it alludes to this land it designates it as the land of zion and tells how
the gentiles shall come and enjoy liberty here that there shall be no king
here and that those who fight against zion shall not succeed the pre-
diction that there shall be no kings upon the land has been fulfilled even
in our day when I1 read of dom pedro of brazil having been dethroneddethroner
and the report went forth that being so popular he might again take the
reins of government over that state I1 said that I1 did not believe that he
would do so I1 believed that the words uttered by nephi six hundred
years before christ would be fulfilled and that the time was hastening
when there should not be any kings upon this land when louis napo-
leon tried to establish an empire in mexico he miserably failed and the
man who tried to become king there lost his life

but I1 specially want to draw your attention to the allusion to this being
a land of zion it here gives us an intimation of the gathering that
people should come from other nations gather to this land establish a
zion and that the lord should protect them so that the enemies of zion
should not have power over her this was years before emigration to
this country took place but the prophecyprophecyhashas been fulfilled we look
upon this as the land of zion and the principle of gathering though a
unique one has been one that has pervaded the teachings and belief of
the latter day saints from the beginning even before the elders in
their missionary labors have said anything about a zion the spirit of
god has witnessed to the spirits of those who have received the gospel
that there would be a gathering that god would have a people of
his own and that they would be gathered to one place from the very
beginning of the gospel being sent to england we have evidence to prove
this I1 have seen in my administrations how quickly this spirit has taken
possession of the saints and while we do not urge gathering todayto day
feeling that the work will be strengthened by most of the saints remain-
ing in the branches for a time and helping the elders carry the warning
message of the gospel yet the principle of gathering is just as true todayto day
as ever it has been we feel however that it is better for those who re-
ceive the gospel abroad to become well grounded in the faith before they
make the sacrifice of leaving their homes and their relatives and when
they are well grounded in the faith and have helped to build up the
church where they have received the gospel we want them to gather
with us and to make a part of the great united church of god

we have also the book of doctrine and covenants which contains
numerous prophecies that have already been fulfilled take the 45th
section and that alludes to the gathering the first year after the church
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was organized this revelation was given and it plainly tells us thabthatahat the
people should gather from all the nations to this land and that no weapon
formed against zion should prosper take the 49th49fch section and what a
plain prophecy it contacontainsinsl1 so early in our history we are told that
jacob should flourish on the mountains alluding to the people coming
to the mountains and becoming a strong people here as the prophet
joseph prophesied twelve years after the organization of the church

these books we look upon as containing the word of god to us but
further we believe that god has living witnesses upon the earth that he
has a mouthpiecemouth piece upon the earth to give forth his words joseph smith
was a prophet of god his teachings prove that what he taught was
divinely inspired some of his prophecies have been fulfilled and others
remain to bobe fulfilled his predictions have not been guesswork in 1832
he looked down and saw the fate of the nation earlier than that he told
us the fate of the church now it is reasonable to suppose that if the
lord raised up a prophet that prophet would say something in regard to
these two important things the nation and the church and he did hohe
told how the church would be persecuted and driven and that even the
blood of some should be spilt and should cry unto heaven against those
who had shed it he prophesied that the church should go to the rockyrooky
mountains and he was so much impressed with the spirit of this that he
appointed a committee to go and search for a place to locate the saints
he did not live to see this accomplished but we have seen this prophecy
fulfilled in regard to the nations he plainly foretold where the rebellion
should begin and what its results should be every one can see plainly
that part of that revelation has been fulfilled and the other part remainsremains
to be tultuifulfilledfilled take the successors of the prophet joseph and they have
been inspired of the lord to give his word unto the people and we have
known that it has been the word of the lord

todayto day brethren and sisters the word of the lord to us through his
prophet is that we should remember the law of tithing it has been
preached to you in many of your stakes and I1 am very happy to see the
response that you have made to the call of the servants of the lord I1
hope that this will not be a temporary effect but that you will all see and
appreciate the importance of continually obeying the word of the lord
todayto day we are walking in faith that mist which nephi saw lies around
us but we are shown the iron rod let us not letlotiet go of it and think that
we can follow in another direction and that wewillcewillwe will get through any way
if you and I1 shallshalishail obtain the privilege of eating of that precious fruit of

the tree of life we must hold to the iron rod when the servants of god
give us hishiahla word let us cling to it let us obey his will and we will have
no cause for regrets in the book of doctrine and covenants we are
taught that no religion has salvation in it that does not ask for sacrifice

it should not be a great sacrifice to us to pay our tithing great blessings
have been promised those who will obey this law the experience of the
saints has been that the lord has fulfilled his promise in this regard
before I1 close I1 wish to say to all if you want your faith strengthened
if you want your testimony made clearer pay your tithing and the lord
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through nishisris spiritwillspiritspirispirltwillwill witness his approbation of your work god bless
you pliallpilallaliail amen

THE UNITED STATES I1MMARRIAGEARRIAGE SCANDAL

MONEY creates in our day almost the only 14 class14class properly BOso called
left and men and women with money are more than usually in need of ex-
citementcitement and are more than usually able to procure it when they get
vicious their wealth makes their offences more than usually interesting to
that immeimmensehisefise body of the public whose means are small when a wife
runs away from a husband who has five millions to join a paramour who
has only three millions it sets the readers of the sunday papers nearly
wild with excitement and curiosity which are naturally increased if the
husband be a decent man and the paramour a little cad and rises to
boiling point if the cad is abandoning a wife of his own every detail of
the wretched business is worth a round sum but you will not find the
morality of the matter much debated what rouses the gossips more than
expansion or the briggs case is the question why the wife left a man with
five millions for a man with only three that the matter has a moral side
has ceased to interest people it is the business side which occupies them
they are not concerned about the wifescifes morality but about her apparent
want of business sagacity especially if it can be shown that she is not
such a fool after all since the cad besides his three millions has plenty of
diamonds of his mothers As the cases in which these details are pre-
sented are of course rare there is but little discussion of the general con-
dition of our marriage laws but that condition is well known to be such
that the institution of marriage can hardly be said to exist among us
any more than in the fifth century at rome when twenty wives in succes-
sionsion was not an extraordinary allowance even for a christian deacon
when you see a couple living together happily or unhappily in gods
holy ordinance you mayuayruay feel pretty sure that it is not the law of the
land that is causing it but pure inclination or strong sense of loyalty
truth and honor ministers and even judges who administer the law
have no hesitation in making the law on this point a mockery without
taking the trouble to offer any excuse but personal taste or convenienceconvenience
men and women both act as if we were dwelling on a desert island where
sense of individual duty hadbad to do the work of lawgivers and jurists

the reason of this is plain we allow persons who have broken their
marriage vows or wish to break them to use the law to enable them to
break them with impunity that is to give what is really a state of con-
cubinagecubinage the appearance of a real marriage and thus to escape the social
stigma which is the laws best support any one who is tired of his wife
any wife who is tired of her husband finds in the law an arrangement by
which the veriest strumpet can put herself on a level with the purest
bravest most constant wife this is the literal consequence of allowing
every state to have its own marriage law and the only remedy for it is
a national divorce law Amoreoverforeover the public with the aid of the news


