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 HISTORICAL EVIDENCES CONSIDERED.

unprejudiced reader, the divine nriEi_n
I

of the Book of Mormon, which has
been presewech] brought forth and

In considering this part of our sub- | translated by the gift and power of

Ject, we shall quote largely from such
original Indian historical information
as has fortunately survived the wreck
of Vandalism, and escaped the destruc-
tion of the religious fanaticism of the
early Papal clergy; under whose in-
fluence and promptings the records of
the Indians were piled up by the cord
and burned, in the presence of their
owners ;. who wept bitterly at the
wanton - destruction of books, which
had cost them and their forefathers so
much time and patience to write and
preserve. In quoting from copies and
abridgments of original records still
remaining, and from the writings of
early Spanish historians, we shall
-endeavor to carefully compare them
.with facts, as recorded in the Book of
~Mormon, bearing upon the subject
tunder consideration. In this manner
+we hope to be able to advance suffi-
ceient historical evidence to establish,

.n the mind. of every thoughtful and |

God. In treating this subject we hope
to be able, also, to throw light upon
many important points of interest,
whic{; have and do still Suzzleft_he
minds of the thoughtful and inquiring
of our enlightened age.

From whence came the ancient in-
habitants of America? From whom
did they descend? Whence their
religious knowledge and civilization ?
These are questions which scientists,
as yet, have been utterly unable to
solve. Very many conflicting but in-
genious theories regarding this inter-
esting and important subject have
been advanced. Some of these.are
attesting monuments of the wonderful
imagination with which the writers are
gifted ; others show remarkable tena-
city in following preeonceived ideas ;
others again manifest real blaamgludutf
by prejudice againstwell anthenticated
facts, in the vain. endeavor to refute
which some writers have expended
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their efforts ; while still others are
written logically, expressing views
strongly supported by judicious ecita-
tions and well sustained by sound
reasoning.

The researches of distingushed anti-
quarians, while challenging the admira-
tion and receiving the encouragement
of the civilized world, have, unfortu-
nately, like the religious teachings of
modern divines, only resulted in indu-
cing greater diversity of opinion. Thus
the Christian world rivals the anti-
quarian field of America, as a stage
upon which to manufacture doubt, by
man made doubly doubtful. In each

we find teachers * ever learning, but |

never able to come to a knowledge of
the truth.”

That the Indians, before and at the
time of the Spanish conquest, had
very clear knowledge as to who they
were ; and that they came, at a very
early date, over the great waters, from
a far distant country, wandering many
years in the wilderness, suffering de-
privations and untold hardships in
their migrations, are matters so well
established by the early historians that
we can rest reasonably satisfied with
their testimony, if we had no more, on
these points. That they had a know-
ledge, we shall hereafter see, of the
creation, the deluge, the tower of
Babel, and of the confusion of the
language which was caused there ; and
of the birth, ecrucifixion, resurrection
and doctrines of Christ, as well as of
the war in heaven, is equally clear.
We shall hereafter see to what straits
the early Catholic clergy and writers
were subjected,intrying to account for
the possession, by the original inhabi-
tants, of this varied and far reaching
knowledge.

Commencing with an account of the
creation, as had among them, we will

roceed to show the source of their in-
ormation upon this and other impor-
tant subjects. The * Popol Vuh,”
~written 1n the dialect of the Quiches,
was translated over two hundred years
ago, by Ximinez, into the Spanish lan-
sm:ge, but was not printed. The
uiches of Guatemala, it isunderstood,
eventually amalgamated with the
Nahua nations of Central Mexico, but
are believed to have been, originally,
& branch of the great Lfaya family.

"into French.
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In 1860 Brasseur de Bourbourg, con-
sidering the translation made by Xi-
minez very imémrfecr-, translated it
aldwin, in his * An-
cient America,” published by Harper
Brothers, 1871, states that it was
written *“In 1558 as an abridged re-
Emductiun of a very ancient auirzha
ook which contained an account of
their history, traditions, religion and
cOSMOgony. ’ = -
For those who study the book it is full
of interest. It shows us their concep-
tion of the Supreme Being and His
relation to the world ; it enables us
to-see what they admired in character
as virtue, heroism, nobleness and
beauty ; it discloses their mythology
and their notions of religious worship;
in a word, it bears witness to the fact
that the various families of mankind
are all of ‘one blood,” so far, at least
as to be precisely alike in nature.’
(p. 193.)

“The account of the creation, with
everything else in this cosmogony and
mythology, 1s original, like the civili-
zation to which it belongs. According
to * Popol Vuh,” the world had a be-
giuning. There was a time when it

id not exist, Only * Heaven’ existed,
below which all space was empty,
silent, unchanging solitude. Nothin
existed there, neither man, nor animal,
nor earth nor tree. Then #pups Q@
vast expanse of water on which divine
beings moved in brightness, ‘The
said earth !” and instantly the"aﬂrtﬂ
was created. It came into being like
a vapor ; mountains rose above the
waters like lobsters, and were made.
Thus was the earth created by the
Heart of Heaven. Next came the
creation of animals ; but the gods
were disappointed because the animals
could neither tell names, nor worship
the Heart of Heaven. Therefore 1t
was resolved that man should be
created. First man was made of earth,
but his flesh had no cohesion: he
was inert, could not turn his head
and had no mind, although he could
speak ; therefore he was consumed in
the water., Next men were made of
wood, and these multiplied, but they
had neither heart nor intellect, and
could not worship, and so they
withered up and disappeared in the
waters. A third attempt followed.
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Man was made of a tree called Tzite, | says: “In the order of the
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Quiche .

and woman of the pith of a reed : but | ereation, the heavens were first formed
these failed to think, speik or wor- ‘and their boundaries fixed by the
ship, and were destroyed, all save a  Creator and Former, by whom all
remnant, which still exists asa race of | move and breathe, by whom all na-

small monkeys found in forests.

A ' tions enjoy their wisdom and eciviliza-
fourth attempt to ereate the human | tion.

At first there was no man, or

race was successful, but the circum- ''animal, or bird, or fish, or green herb
stances attending this creation are | —nothing but the firmament existed,
veiled in mystery. It took place be- | the face of the earth was not yet to be
fore the beginning of dawn, when | seen, only a peaceful sea and the whole
neither sun nor moon had risen, and | expanse of heaven. Silence pervaded
it was a wonder-work of the Heart of | all ; not even the sen murmured :
Heuven. Four men were created, and | there was nothing but immobility and
they could reason, speak and see in'

such a manner as to know all things
at once. They worshiped the Creator
with thanks for existence, but the
gods, dismayed and seared, breathed
clouds on their eyes to limit their
vision, and cause them to be men and
" not gods.
men were asleep, the gods made for
them beautiful wives, and from these
came all the tribes and families of the
earth.” (pp. 194-5.)
In “The North Americans of Anti-
uity,” second edition, Harper Bro-
thers, New York, 1880, by John T.
Short, the author states, in a note on
page 212, as follows: The copy is
stated ambiguously to have been made
to replace the nriggnnl ‘Popol Vuh’—
national book—which was lost. How
a book that had been lost could be
copied literally, the Father (meaning
Ximinez) fails to tell us.”

Speaking of the Quiches, the same
author, referring to Brasseur de Bour-
bough’s His. Nat. Civ., vol. i, pp. 105-6,
and to Brancroft’s Native I:EIEEE vol.
Y. g 21, both quoting from the Quiche
MS., says (p. 212): * With loving and
obedient hearts they addressed their
prayers to Heaven for the gift of off-
apnr:-ﬁ. ‘ Hail, Creator and Maker !
regard ‘us, attend us. Heart of Hea-
ven, Heart of Earth, do not forsake
us, do not leave us. God of Heaven
and Earth, Heart of Heaven, Heart of
Earth, consider our prosperity always.
Accord us repose, dpeaca and prosper-
ity, justice, life and our being. Grant
to us, Humkan, enlightened and
fruitful, Thou who comprehendest all
things great and small.”” The author,
referring (p. 213), for a fuller account
of the “strange, wild poetry of the
Quiches,” to Mr. Bancroft's r(yvnl. iii),

Afterwards, while the four

| power,

silence in the diurkness—in the night.
The Creator, the Former, the Domi-
nator—the feathered Serpent* —those
that engender, those that give being,
moved upon the water as a glowing
light. Their name is Gucumatz the '
Heart of Heaven, God.”

“The persons of the Godhead (see
p. 214) having'counseled regarding the
creation of more perfect man, on the
fourth atten: ptsucceeded sothat *Veri-
ly, at last, did the gods look upon
beings who could see with their eyes
and handle with their hands and un-
derstand with their hearts; grand of
countenance and broad of limb, the
four lives of our race stood up under
the white rays of the morning star—
sole light as yet of the tsar:'um-:wnl world
—stood up and looked. Their great
clear eyes swept rapidly over all ; they
saw the woods and rocks, the lakes
and the sea, the mountains and the
valleys, and the heavens that were
above all ; and they comprehended all
and admired exeedingly, Then they
returned thanks to tKﬂEE who had
made the world, and all therein was:
we offer up our thanks, twice—
yea, verily, thrice ; we have received
life, we speak, we walk, we taste, we
taste and unJerstand, we know both
that which is near and that which is
far off, we see all things, great and
small, in all the heaven and earth.

*The name Quezalcoatl (Nahua), Gucu-
matz (Quiche), and Cukulcan (Maya), mean,
as translated, *‘ feathered” or ** plumed” or
** winged” Serpent, which indicated not only
bnt was ‘‘considered an emblem of
the vernal showers.” *‘The feathery vapor-
clouds of summer are but the plumes or
wings of the shower which the serpent .
bolizes,”—Short’s Antiquities, pp. 2723
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n, Maker and Former, | have been cra'at.ed,_ we are.”— From the
Mother of our life, we | Salt Lake * Contributor.”

[TO BE CONTINUED.]
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HINTS ON PREACHING.
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The great and important duty of
preaching the Gospel is of such vital
moment, especially in this the last
dispensation, that the elders to whom
the labor is entrusted should -cer-
tainly be willing at all times to take
into consideration how they can most
effectually perform it to the accept-
ance of Heaven, and to the salvation
of the souls of men. Human nature
18 pretty much the same all over the
world, as rega .
attributes and propensitics. ~ Con-
ciliaturybmaasurea are generally more
acceptable, and consequently more
successful, than the opposite, in re-
moving prejudice, and promoting con-
fidence and faith in the doctrine about
to be advanced. An open warfare
need not be declared against the
present convictions of an audience,
1n order to institute a more aceept-
able and truthful standard of Gospel
life and practice. To give a congre-
gation to understand that you mis-
trust their honesty of heart, their
integrity of purpose, or their sound
common sense, even if such were
actually the case, would not be calcu-
lated to arouse the most pleasant re-
flections, nor to mould their minds
into the most econgenial humor for
receiving the truths we have to offer
for their acceptance. On the con-
trary, to apparently agree with them
on minor and unimportant points, to
go with them as far as the tenor of
their road leads towards our destina-
tion, will better prepare them for
going with us part way at least when
the roads diverge. It is an old
axiom that “if you go with your
companion to the forks of the road,
yau can then take him whithersoever
yon will.”

To- figuratively fight and oratori--

cally «eudgel an 'assembly, ‘would
hirdly be considered the more certain
méthod of allaying their antagonism
to yhlfr"dnctrilie,gbut rather to en-

rds its main features, |

before the

gender a dislike of the speaker, and..

through him a contempt of his prinei-

ples. A liberality of sentiment con- -

cerning the opinions of others, erro-

neous as they may be, will always:
induce a greater sympathy towards
our own. There is probably nothing

so repulsive to an audience as a
dogmatical address ; —an effort to

coerce the public mind to our way of |

thinking by arrogant assertion, in-

stead of convineing by argument,
persuading by appeals to reason, and.
touching the heart by the sweet spirit:
of inspiration., The warfare of the
(Grospel 1s not waged against men but
against error ; and alﬁts administra-

tions are characterized by love for
the human race who are the offspring
of God. Its mission is to supplant-
ignorance by revealing knowledge, to -

|
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cultivate acceptance of that which is. +
good and true by showing its beauty

and consistency.

The mind intuitivel
that which 1is holy, 'E'h
man responds to the divine in prin-
ciple, when advanced by an inspired
speaker. Love begets love. But few
there are who will not reecognize

reverences -
e divine in .

kindness, and yield to a lovingappeal. .

to their hearts or reason, in prefer-
ence to an attack upon their i
rance, wilfulness or stupidity. Not-
withstanding the latter may be most.
apparent, still wisdom suggests that
much should be ignored in the effort.
to Infuse correct principle into a

diced mind.

Another thing that should be re-

0~

@

benight&d, traditionated and preju-

¥
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garded is ; in all our arguments we

should hold the fact prominently

eople, that God has re-

vealed this Gospel from heaven ; that
it is for this reason it should be be- '

lieved, rather than because we our-
selves are convinced of its Scriptural;

correctness, or that our investigations.
have been more profound or our con-*
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