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this indifference to our heavenly | appoinim nt. Let us here suppose a
Father? 1t sometimes happens that | case :—Should an Elder come out from
consecrated oil is treated as though it | Zion to these lands, and when he
was not holy unto the Lord, or had | arrived, without an appointient,
not been set apart and consecrated for | commence preachine the (Gospel and
the healing of the sick. Sometimes it | ministerin g 1n the ordinances thereof,
is used for oiling the hair, merely to | would this be valid ? No, notwith-
adorn the person ; at other times it is | standing his learning and experience ;
left with the cork out and in dirty | any one can see that this would be
places. I once saw a flask of conse- setting up a separate interest, and, as
crated oil hung up amongst a quantity | such, not legally pertaining to the
of candles. There is no wonder, then, | kingdom of God ; but all who are
if this indifference to sacred things righteously appointed will be ali that
deprives us of the blessings of God. I | can be desired, if those to whom they
rejoice to know, however, all are not | are sent will unitedly sustain them in
80, and I humbly hope none may re- | their positions and callings and hold
main long so. | up their hands. For us to build such
Again, when God appoints a person | up, is to build ourselves up and to
to preside over any portion of his | help to build up the kingdom of God ;
kingdom, all pertaining to that por- | but to try to pull him down or refuse
tion, in their order, should be subject | or neglect to do anything to help to
. to that President. I fancy I can hear | build him up, is to pull ourselves
some say, “‘Suppose he isa novice and | down, and great will be the fall ;
unlearned, and had no opportunity of | while a!l whom God sends and ap-
having the experience I Eave, am 1 to | pomnts will stand, if they are faithful,
be subject to hfm 7’ Yes. ¢ Why ¢ | let whoever may oppose. Jesus made
Because God hath appointed him, and | this {Jrﬂnliﬂﬂ, beiore he left this earth,
that is His business and not ours: | to those he sends,—“So I am with
and depend upon it he is and will be | you always, even unto the end of the
all that God intended he should be to | world.” "Then as Latter-day Saints,
us, or he would not have placed him | who have entered into covenant to
there. To reject him, is to reject | keep all God’s commadments, as the
Him that sent him, and to receive him | ehall be revealed to us, let us take to
is to receive Him that sent him.” Tt | ourselves and obey the injunction of
1s not the scholarship or opportunities | an Apostle, and do all things decently
for gaining an experience that alone | and in order.
qualifies a person to preside, but the |
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FULFILMENT OF PROPHECIES OF THE BOOK OF MORMON
CONCERNING THE LAND OF AMERICA.
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The peopling of the great continent | might not understand each other’s
of America is now, and has been for | speech, *“ And the Lord seattered them
years, a very interesting subject. In | abroad from thence upon the face of
the absence of the Book of Mormon, | all the earth.” It evi ently was not
all other histories fail to give any | the design of the sacred historian to
reliable information respecting the | give a detailed account of the peopling
aborigines of that land. The sacred | of the nations, but he says, “The
penman, Moses, gives a very brief | Lord scattered them abro from
account, in Gen. x1, of how the people | thence upon the face of all the carth.”
were once united in building a city | Were it not for the writings of Ether,
and a tower whose top should reach to | a Prophet who lived on the continent
heaven ; and the Lord, to restrain | of America, we could not be informed
them in accomplighing their desires, | where a ﬁ:ortinn of this people went to.
confounded their Waguage that they | But the Prophes Ether, whose abridged
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record is bound up in the Book of
Mormon, 517th page, states that a
man of strong faith, who was at the
building of the Tower of Babel, was
persuaded by his brother Jared to
call upon the Lord that their language
might not be confounded ; and the
Lord heard him and told him to
gather up every kind of seed, and
every kind of his flocks, and all his
relatives, and the Lord gave directions
whither they should travel. *‘And
it came to pass that they did travel in
the wilderness, and did build barges,
in which they did cross many waters,
being directed continually by the hand
of the Lord. And the Lord would
not suffer that they should stop be-
yond the sea in the wilderness, but he
would that they shonld come forth
even unto the land of promise, which
was choice above all other lands, which
the Lord God had preserved for a
righteous people ; and he had sworn
in his wrath anto the brother of Jared,
that whoso should possess this land of
promise, from that time henceforth
and forever, should serve Him, the
true and only God, or they should be
swept off when the fulness of his
wrath should come upon them. And
¢ decrees of God
concerning this land, that it is a land
of promise, ‘“‘and whatsoevernationshall
possess it, shall serve God, or they shall
be swept off when the fulness of his
wrath shall come upon them.” The
subsequent portion of the book of

Ether reveals that as nations multi- |
plied I:‘Eon the face of the land of pro-
mise, they

became exceedingly wicked
and brought themselves under the
condemnation which the Lord had
said to the brother of Jared should
come to pass; for the people had
entered into secret combinations to
obtain power and gain unjustly, and
wars had covered the land, and so
fierce were they for battle that they
did not stay to bury their slain ; and
t the conditions which the
Lord had said, to the brother of Jared,
must be observed for a people to be
permitted to enjoy a land so choice,
‘even the land of promise on the Ameri-
Thus, the Lord per-

until they were all slain, even many

"millions of them, for they fought each

other until every soul was slain save
two kings, and then they fought single-
handed and both fell, leaving only the
Prophet Ether to make a record of
their cruel wars which he had beheld.
Thus were the words of the Lord ful-
filled, that, on the land of promise,
whatsoever nation sinned should be
cut off.

A very similar inference may be
drawn that the purposes of the Lord
were the same concerning the promised
land upon the European continent,
for we read that the rebellious Jews
were cut off while travelling to the
promised land of Canaan, (now called
Palestine and possessed by the Turks)
for only Joshua the Prophet and Caleb
the son of Nun, and those born on the
way there who had not rebelled,
reached the promised land. This
appears a decree of the Lord that the
best people should possess the best
portions of the earth—Canaan bei
spoken of by the Prophets as a lan
flowing with milk and heney, both
these
wealth for the comfort of the people,
and also full of materials for builc{)'
cities and temples. The old ruins
cities and forts found in Central
America are ample proofs of the abun-
dance of material which the country
afforded, and also of the genius of the
people to use it. But few could travel
across the continent of America with-
ont being struck that they were in ‘‘a
choice land, above every other land.”.

The Book of Mormon OPeTs with an
interesting acconnt that the Lord
reauested a man named Lehi, with has
family, to leave Jerusalem and cross
the big waters, in a manner very simi-
lar to what he Lad commarded Jared

and his family (o do, that thiey might
also go to the promised anit choice
IE‘H-I of ;\rm- Cit. 1lie ]1;1,!.:'-';1-_5 fﬂl‘l'llﬂd
of the familics vf 4he brocher of . Javed
hiad faile 1 t0 e eniiicienily righteous
fo be alhosyond =0 '3,-_4.1.115-.g->1,.1n1and*
At this dinre it 'wanld seem the Lol
was ubout o iy the descendants of
Lehi. wlhio was of the tribe of Man-
Agsali the pom'ot Jotoph whio was sold
into eypt ¢ bot history shiows: that
this portion of “he family of Joseph
only remainet! ripghteons for a few

generations, oilor which they also fell
into many of the errors of tlie des-

promised lands abounding in"

e ey 4
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cendants of Jared, became corrupt and
murderous, proud and dishonest.
These people subsequently enjoyed
the personal administration of our
Savior. - He went to the land of pro-
mise in America, selected twelve
Apostles, and established the Gospel
among them, in a similar manner to
what he had done at Jerusalem ; but
the descendants of Lehi, like the
Christian churches on the European
continent, fell into apostacy, and so
bitter were their wars that all the
children of Nephi fell by the hands of
the Lamanites, their brethren, on the
field of battle. The survivors were
the children of Laman, whose des-
cendants had displeased the Lord and
their skins had beer. cursed with dark-
ness in consequence, and they are now
known as the red-skins of America.
Thus, the nations that were of the
families of Lehi, who came from Jeru-
salem, failed to be sufficiently righte-
ous for the Lord to permit them to
enjoy that land, which is said to be
choice above every other land,—viz
the continent of America—becaase
the Lord had the decree that
‘“ whatsoever mation should possess it
should serve God, or they should be
swept off when the fulness of his wrath
should come upon them.”

It wonld appear that after a few
centuries had passed away, the Lord,
still willing that this choice land should
be inhabited, inspired Christopher
Columbus, while living in Genoa in
Italy, with the idea that there must
be a Iand beyond the Atlantic Ocean.
Columbus obtained a vessel and outfit
from Ferdinand and Isabella, the King
and Queen of Spain, and in the year
1492 discovered the continent of
America. On his return to his coun-

en he communicated the joyful
tidings of the new land to them ; a
steady streamm of emigration set in
from Europe to America, and again,
in time, a mighty nation, like the
Jaredites and like the Lamanites and
Nephites, covered the promised land
on the western continent. This
‘ple, unfortunately, not believing in
the records of Ether, failed to be
sufficiently righteous for the Lord to
permit them to peaceably enjoy the
- promised land. They, like the other
nations that had preceded them, fell
into wickedness, rejected the counsel
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of the last Prophet, Joseph Smith,
whom the Lord had raised up, and
consequently they are falling, like the
other nations who preceded them
through their unbelief and wicked-
ness. The news of the present day
furnishes abundant evidence of the
truth of this statement.

The fulfilment of another of Ether’s
prophecies—namely, that ‘‘whatsoever
nation should possess it shall be free
from bondage,” has also been abun-
dantly exemplified. The history of
the struggle of the American people
with their parent country, their decla-
ration of independence in the year
1776, and their final success in esta-
blishing their nationality, is a stro
argnment that the Lord remambarlelg
lus promise that the nation which
should possess it should be free from
bondage, if they kept His command-
ments. The discovery of General
Arnold’s treachery to the American
cause, 1n his intrigne with General
Clinton and Major Andre, in the year
1780, which would, perhaps, if suc-
cessful, have overthrown the American
cause, 18 also another proof that the
prophecy of Ether was a true one, and
that the decree of the Lord that
‘“ whatsoever nation shall possess it,
shall be free from bondage, and from
captivity, and from all other nations
under heaven, if they will but serve
the God of the land, who is Jesus
Christ.” The time is near when the
Latter-day Saints will dwell on all the
face of that choice land, and they
have only to continue the virtuous
and holy course they have observed
since the truth was revealed to them
by the administration of holy angels,
to secure to themselves the promise of
the Lord, made to the former inhabi-
tants of that land, that whatsoever
nation shall possess it in righteous-
ness shall be free from bondage and

tivity.

he administration of els from
heaven, the fellowship of holy Pro-
phets, the communion of Saints, the
gift of the Holy (Ghost, and the pos-
session of a choice land abounding in
the luxuries and elegancies of life, are
incentives for the Saints in these lands,
while dwelling with the wicked, to
maintain their integrity to the cause
of the Lord that these blessings may
be theirs to enjoy.



