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THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST.

The resarrection of the just, though one of
the greatest promises of the Lord, in the gos-
psl, i, we think, less understood, by the
world at large, than many other things re-
vealed to man, by his holy proohets. At
present, exeepting the church of Christ, which
the world calls mormonites, we do not know
of a single sect that holds to or has faith in
the resurrection of the just in the flesh; or,
in other words, a church and seciety that
mean and hope, by obeying the commands of
God in all things; by repentance and baptism
for the remission of sins, to receive the gift
of the Hely Ghost by the laying on of the
hands; hold out faithful lo the end, and after
death, rise, when the Redeemer comes in the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory,
and live in the flesly, on earth, and reign with
him a thousand years. 1t is a solewn fact
that the right meaning of scripture bas been
parverted, and the light of the gospel darken-
ed, by the wisdom or cunning of man. Enoch,
who walked with Ged, and built up Zion, in
the latter part of the first thousand years of
this world, preached the resurrection, and con-
firmed the doctrine by being translated, with
Zionyto thie bosom of God,  The promise of
t he resucrection, to Enech, as published in

"4 he third pumber of the Star, is:  As ITive,

" even so will I come in the last days, in the
days of wickedness and vengeance, to lulfil
the oath which 1 have made unto you, con-
cerning the children of Noah: and the da
shall come that the earth shall rest, but be-
fore that day the heavens shall be darkened,
and a veil of darkness shall cover the earth,
and the heavens shall shake, and also (he
<arth; and great tribulations shall be among
the children of men, but my pecple will I'pre-
serve; and righteousness will I send down out
of heaven: and truth will I send forth out of
the earth 1o beer testimony of mine only Be-
gotten; his resurrection from the dead; yes,
and also the resurrection of all men: and
righteousness and truth w:li I canse to sweep
the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine
own elect from the four quarters of tb” . irth;
unto a place which I shall prepare, we holy
city, that my people may gird up their loins,
2.4 be looking forth for the time of my com-
ing; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it
shall be called ZION, a new Jerusalem. And
the Lord said unto Enoch, Then shalt thou
and el thy city meet them there, and we will
roceiva ihem intb our bosom, and they shall
gae us, and we will fall upon their necks, and
they shall fall upon our necks, and we will
kiss each other, and there shall be mine a-
bode, and it shall be Zion waich shall come
forth out of all the creations which I have
made; and for the space of a thousand years
shall the earth rest.

This ise to Enoeh, and many others
io ﬂhm been withheld from Lan, for
many gensrations, on account of wickedness,
and for want of faith: Still the bible bas ever
contained the blegsed promise, though not as
plain as the Lord has revealed in these last
days. In fact theredemption of the bodies of
the righteous, is one of the glorious myster-
ies of the Lord, unfolded unto thew in the
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gospel: that they, by obeying the command-
ments of the Lord, m all things, may live
again in the flesh, on earth. Thus Job, who
was a man pericet and upright, and one that
feared God and eschewed evil, came 50 near
to his privilege that he knew that these things
are so, and exclaimed: I know that my Re-
deemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the
latter day upon the carth. And theugh after
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall 1 see God: whom I shail see for
myself, and mine eyes shall behold,and not
another; though my reins be consumed with-
in_me. But ye should say, Why persecute
we him, seeing theroot of thematter is found
in me? Be ye afraid of the words: for wrath
bringeth the punishments of the sword, that
ye may know there is 2 judgment. Thisis a
pesitive declaration, and leaves no room for
doubt or cavil. It is to the peint: 1shall see
God in the flesh, for myself and not for zno-
ther, and that, too, in the last days, when be
shall stand upon the earth. No wonder the
two men who stood by when the Savior as-
cended up to heaven, afier the crucifixion,
could eny: ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus which
1s taken up frem you into beeven, siall so
come in like manner, as ye.have seen Lim go
into heaven. Truly, he went in a cloud and
shall come in a cloud; he went in the fiesh
and shall come in the flesh: For, as saith tho
Lord, But before the arm of the Lord shall
fall an angel shall sound his trump, and tha

Y lsaints that have slept, shall come forth to

meet me in the cloud. Wherefore if ye have
slept in peace blessed are you, for as you noew
behold me and know that T am, even so shall
ye come unto me and your souls shail live,
and your redemption shall be perfected, and
the ‘saints shall eome forth from the four
quarters of the earth. And the language of
the Psalmist is ve ain. on this subject:—
The righteous inherit the land.  Dayid
rested on this promise whén he said: One
thing have ¥ desired of the Lord, that will 1
seek after; that I may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life, to beheld

the beanty of the Lord, and to inquire in his
temple. = Let it be remembered that David de-
sired this thing, before the temple of Sclomen
was built: Knowing as he says in the 7lst
Psalm, Thon, which hast rhewed me great
and sore troubles, shalt quicken me again, and
shalt bring me up again frem the depths of
the earth.

The prophets knew what the resurrection
meant, having had the eyes of their under-
standings opened, in some instances, by tie
power of God, to behold the just rise from
the dust, at the morning of the resorieetion
to meet € hrist in the air: and live egaia o
the flesh, on earth, = thousand years, whils

satan is bound. The apostles d this
doctrine with t power, ghowing that
Christ had actually ricen from the tomb, in

the flesh, as a sample of what should follow.
The 15th chapter of first Corinthisus, con-
tains many important things on the re
tion of the just, st the second coming of ths
Savior as well as hints and instructions, on
the resurrection of all; Paul says: Moreover,
brethren, I declare unto you the gospel whigh
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1 preached unto you, which also ye have re-
ceived, and wherein ye stand; by which also
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I
preached unto you, unless ye have believed
i vain. For I delivered unto you first ofall,
that whieh I also received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scriptures;
and that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day'according to the scrip-
tures: And tnat Lie was seen of Cephas, then
of the twelve: Afler that, he was seen of
above five hundred brethren at once; of
whom the greater part remain anto this pre-
sent, but some are fallen asleep.  Afler that,
he was seen of James; then of all the apos-
tles. And last of all he was seen of me also,
as of one born out of due time. For Iam the
least of the apostles, that am not meet 1o be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God. But by the grace of God I
am what [ am: and his grace which was be-
stowed upon me, was not in vain; butI la-
bored more abundantly than they all: yet not
[, bat the grace of God which was in me.—
Therefore whether it were I or they, so we
Breach, and so ye believed. Now if Christ
e preached that he rose from the dead, how
say some among you that there is no resur-
rection of the de=ad? But if there be no res-
urrection of the dead, then is Christ not ris-
en, And if Christ be not risen, then is our
greaching vain, and your faith is also vain.—
ea, & we are found false witnesses of God;
because we have testified of God that he rais-
ed up Clirist: whom he raised not _up, if so
be that the dead rise not. For if the dead
rise not, then is not Christ raised: And if
Christ be not raiced, your faith is vain; ye
are yet in your sins. Then they also which
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If
in this life cnly, we have hope in Christ, we
are of all men most miserable. But now is
Christ risen from the dead, and become the
first fruits of them that slept. For since by
man came death, by man come also the res-
urrection of the dead. Forasin Adam all
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
But every man in his own order: Christ the
first fruits; afterward they that are Christ's
at his coming.
Again: after Zion was taken up to heaven;
ea, after the world had been, as it were,
ptized for its former sins, the Lord reveal-
ed himself 1o Abraham, Isaae, and Jacob,
wherefore, the children of Jacob, or Israel, as
the Lord named him, became the elect nation
to receive the Savior, and heirs of the prom-
isa, to risa in the first resurrection, and live
again, in the flesh, on earth, ifthey walked in
nﬁ the commandments of the Lord blameless:
and there is something great promised to that
nation, yet, notwithstanding it was scattered
abroad for transgressing the commandment.
It is the powerﬁlrl word of the Lord, by the
mouth of Ezekiel, which brings flesh upon
the dry bones of Israel, and they are alive
again.  Ezekiel says:—~The hand ofthe Lord
was upon me, and carried me out in the Spir-
it of the Lord, and set me down in the midst
of the valley which was full of bones, and
causad me to pass by them round about, and
bahold, there were very many in the":ipen
valley; and, lo, they were very dry. And he
£aid unto me, Son of man, can these bones
live? and I answered, O Lord God, thou

knowest. Again Le said unio me, prophesy

upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus
saith the Lord God unto these bones; Behold,
1 will cause breath to enterinto you, and ye
shall live: and I will lay sinews upon you,
and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover
you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye
shall live, and ye shall know that 1 am the
Lord. Sol prophesied as I was commanded:
and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and
behold a shaijng, the bones came together,
bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the
sinews & the flesh eame up vpon them, & the
skin covered them above: but there was no
breath in them. Then said he anto me, Fro-
phesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man,
and say to the wind, thus saith the Lord Ged;
Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they mey live.
So I prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them, and they lived,
and stood up };Pon their feet, an exceeding
great army. Then he said unto me, Son of
man, these bones are the whole house of Is-
rael: behold, thc)y say, our bones are dried,
and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our
parts. Therefore prophesy and say unto
them, thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O
my people, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your graves, and bring

ou into the land of Israel. And ye shall
now that Iam the Lord, when I bave open-
ed your graves, O my people, and brought
you up out of your graves, and shall putm
Spirit in you, ‘and ye shall live, and I &
Ela.ce you in yoar own land: then shall ye

now that I the Lord have spoken it, and per-
formed it, saith the Lord.

This promise alone, o the house of Israel,
is enough to establish the resurrection of the
righteous, in the flesh; and the remainder of
the chapter goes to confirm it, so that Tsrael
may dwell in the land of his fathers; but to
make the matter plainer, let us quote Paul's
words to the Thessalonians: But 1 would not
have you to be ignorant, brethren, conceru-
ing them which are asleep, that ye sorrow
not, even as others which have no hope.—
Forif we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with him. For this we say
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain unto the coming
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are
ssleep, For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the arch-ange), and with the trump of Ged:
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then
we whi:‘: are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meat
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord, In this Paul does not say the
righteous rise in the flesh, but he says, we
which are alive, and remain, shall be caaght
up together with them, (the rising dead, guch
as the pure members of the Lord’s church in
the days of the aposties, &e., that died in the
hope of a_glorious resurreetion) to meet the
Lord in the air, which is just as plain as to
have said, we which remain when the Lord
comes the second time, ghall be caught up in
the body te meet him,

To the sainte that trust in the Lord, the
whole bible, scemingly, has a reference, ina
greater or less degree, to the resurrection of
the just. The lgulmist caid the righteous
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shall inherit the land, and Christ said the
meek shall inherit the earth, and so we might

o on, and make gquotations, till we had
grought all that relates to the gospel, from
Genesis to Revelations, but, to shorten the
matter, und, we maysay, to unfold the sub-
ject, and bring it to the common understand-
ing of such as seek the truth, letus take a

aragraph or two from the book of Mormon.
fn that, Alma says: Behold, T say unto you,
that there is no Tesurrection; or I would say,
in other words, that this mortal dees not put
©on immertality; this corruption does not put
‘on incorruption, until afier the coming of’
“Christ. Behold, hebria]g'eth to pass the res-
aurrection of the dead. But behold, my son,
the resurrection is not yet. Now I unfold
unto you a mmtf nevertheless, there are
amary mysteries, which are kept, that no one
%noweth them, save Ged himself But I
shew unto you one thing, which 1 have in-

nired diligently of God, that I might know;
‘hat is, concerning the resurrection. Behold,
there is a time appointed that all shall come
Yorth from the dead. Now when this time
vometh, no one knows; but Ged knoweth the
time which isappointed. New whetherthere’
whall be one time, or a second time, or o third
#ime, that men shall ceme forth from the
dead, it mattereth aot; for God knoweth all
these things; and it sufficeth me to know that
this is the case; that there is a time appoint-
ed thet all shall rise from the dead. Now
there must needs be a space betwixt the time
of death, and the time of the resurrection.—
And now I would inquire what becometh of
1he souls of men, frem this time of death, to
tihe time appointed for the resurrection? Now
whether there is more than one time appoint-
ed for men to rise, it mattereth mot; for all do
not die at once; and this matiereth mot; all is
us one day, with God; end time only is mea-
sured unto men; therefove there is a time ap-
pointed unto men, that they slnll rise from
the dead; and there is a space between the
fime of death and the resurrection. Andnow

captive by the will of the Devil. Now this is
the state of the souls of the wicked; yea, in
darkness, and a state ofawful, fearful lookin,
for of the fiery indignation of the wrath ¢
God upon them; thus they remain m thhs
state, as well as the righteous in paradise,
until the time of their resurrection. Now
there are some that have understood that this
state of happiness, and thisstate of misery of
the soul, before the resurrection, was a first
resurrection.  Yea, I admit it may be termed
a resurrection; the raising of the spirit or the
soul, and their consignation to bappiness or
misery, according to the words which have
been spoken. And behold, again it kath becn
spoken, that there is a first resurrection; o
resurrection of all those which hawve been, or
which are, or which shall be, down 1o the
resurrection of Christ from the dead. Now
we do not suppose that this first resurrec-
tion which is spoken of in this manner, can
be the resurrection of the souls, and their
<consignation to bappmess or misery. Ye
tarmot suppose that this is what it meaneth.
Belwld, 1 say unte Eou Nay; but it meaneth
the re-uniting of the soul with the body of
‘those from the days of Adam, down to the
resurrectien of Christ. Now whether the
souls and the bodies of those of which have
been spoken, shall all be re-united at once,
the wicked as well as the righteous, 1 do not
say; let it suffice, that I say that they all
come forth; or in other words, their resurrec-
tion cometh to pass before the resurrectior of
those which die after the resurrection of
Christ. Now my son, I do not say that their
resurrection cometh at the resurrection of
Christ; but behold, I give it as my opinion,
that the souls and the bodies are re-united, of
the righteous, at the resurrection of Christ,
and his ascension into heaven. But whether
it be at his resurrection, or after, I do not
say; but this much 1 say: That there is a
ace between death and the resurrection of
the body, and a state of the soul in happiness
or in misery, until the time which is appoint-

concerning this spaceof time. What becom-
«@th of the souls of men, is the thing which I
have inquired diligently of the Lord to know;
and this is the thing of which I do know.—
And when the time cometh when all shall
rise, then shall they know that God knoweth
wll the times which are appointed unto man.
Now concerning the state of the soul between
death and the resurrection. Behold, it hath
been made known unto me, by an angel, that
the spirits of all men, as soon as they are do-
parted from this mortal body; yea, the spir-
ts of all men, whether they be good cr evil,
are taken home to that God who gave them
life. And then shallit come to pass that the
mpirits of those which are rigiteous, are re-
ceived into a state of happiness, which is cal-
led paradise; a state of rest; a state of peace,
where they shall rest from all their troubles,
and from all care, and sorrow, &ec. And
then it shall come to pass, that the spirits of
the wicked, yea, which are evil; for behold,
they have no part nor portion of the Spirit of
the Leord; for behold, they chose evil works,
rather than good; therefore the spirit of the
Devil did enter into them, and take posses-
sion of their heuse; and these shall be cast
outinto outer datkness; there shall be weep-
ing, and wailing, and ghashing of teeth; and

ed of God that the dead shall come forth, and
be re-united, both soul and body, and be
brought to stand before God, and be _judged
according to their works; yea, this bringeth
about the restoration of those things of which
have been spoken by the mouths of the pro-
phets. The soul shall be restored to the body,
and the body to the soul; yea, and eve
limb and joint shall be restored to its body;
ea, even a hair of the head shall not be lost,
ut all thinmhall be restored to its proper
and perfect e. And now my son, this is
the restoration of which has been spoken by
the mouths of the prophets: And then shall
the righteous shine forth in the kingdom of
God. But behold, an awful death cometh
upon the wicked: for they die as fo thin
periaining to things of rightecusness; for
they are unclean, and no uneclean thing can
inherit the kingdom of God; but they are cast
out, and consigned to partake of the fruifs of
their labors or their works, which have heen
evil; and they drink the dregs of a bitter cup.
And now my son, I have somewhat to say
concerning the rastoration of which has becn
spoken; for beheld, some bave arrcsted the
scriptures, and liave gone far ast-ay, because
of this thing. And 1 perceive that thy mind
hath been worried also, concetning this thing.
But behold, I will explain it unto thee. |

this becausa of their own iniquity; being led
4
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say unto thee, my son, that the plan ofresto-
ration is requisite with the justiceof God: for
it is requisite that all things shouldbe restored
to their pivper order.  Behold, it is requisite
and just, according to the power. and resur-
rection of Christ, ihat the copl of man should
he restored to ifs body, and that every past of
the body sliculd be restored to itself, And it
is requisite with the justice of God, that men
ahoald be judged according to their works:
ard if their works were good in this life, and
the dasires of their hrarts were good, that
they should also, at the last day, be restorcd
unto that which is good; and if their works
sre evil, they shall be restored unto him for
evil; therefore, ali things shall ba restored to
their proper order; every thing to its natoral
frame; mortality raised to immortality; ecor-
ruption to incorruption: raised to encless hap-
piness, to inherit the kingdon: of Ged, or to
éndless misery, to inherit the kingdom of the
devil; the one on one hand, the uther on the
other; the one raised to happiness, according
to his dasires of happiness; or good, accerd-
ing to Lis dosires of good; ang the other to
evil, according to lis desires of evil; (cxashe
has desired to do evil all the day long, cven
soshall he have his reward of evil, whon the
r;i[ﬁxt cometh. And soit is en the other hand.
If he hatlr repented of his sins, and desired
righteousness until the end of hiz days, even
ro shall he be rewarded unto righleousness.
Thesa are they that are redeemed of the
Lord; yea, these aré the{ that are taken out,
that are delivered from that endless night of
darkness; and thus they stand oz fall; for be-
hold, they are their ovn judges, whether to
do good or do evil.  Now the decrees of God
are unalterable; therefore the way is prepa-
zed, that whosoever will, may wale thercin
and ba saved. And now belicld, my son, do
not risk one more offence ageinst your God
upon these points of doctrine, which ye hath
hitherto risked to commit sin. I)o not sup-
pose because it hath been spoken concerning
restoration, that ye shall be restored from sin
to happiness. Behold I say unto you, wick-
edness mever was happiness. And now my
son, all men that are in a state of nature, or
J would say, in a carnal state, are in the gall
of bitterness, and in the bends »f iniquity:
they are without God in the world, and the
have gone contrary to the mature of Gody;
therefore they are mn a state contrary to the
nature of happiness. And new behold, isthe
meaning of the word restoration. to take a
thing of a natural state, and place it inan
unnatoral state, or to place opposite to its
nature? O, my son, this is not the case; but
the meaning of the word restoration, is to
bring back again evil for evil, or camnal for
carnal, or devilish for devilizh; good for that
which is good; righteous for that which is
riﬁhtaous: just for that which is just; merei-
ful for that which is merciful; thersfore, my
pon, s2e that ye are merciful unto your breth-
ron; deal justiy, judge righteously, and do
good continnally;and if ye doall these things,
then shall ye receive your reward; yca, ye
shall have mercy restored unto you again;
ye shall have justice restored unto you again;
ye shall have a righteous judgment restored
unto you again; and ye shall have good re-
warded uuto you again: for that which ye
doth send out, shall return unto you again,
and bo restored: thercfore the word restora-

tion, more fully condemneth the sinner, and
justifieth him not at all.

And now, my son, | perceive there is some-
what mere which doth worry your mind,
whicli ye canpot understand, which is con-
cerning the justice of God, in the punisbment
of the sinner: for ye do try 1o suppose that it
is injustice that the sinner should be consign-
ed to a state of misery. Now behold, my son,
I will explain this thing unto thee: for be-
hold, after the Lord God sent our first pa-
rents forth from the garden of Eden to till
the ground, from whence he was taken; yea,
he drew oul the man, and he placed at the
cast end of the garden of Eden, cherulima,
and a flaming sword which turned every way,
to keep the tree of life. Now we see that
the mun had becone as God, knowing good
and evil; and lest he should jut forth his
Land, and takealso of the tree of life, and
cat, und live forcver, that the Lord God pla-
ced cherubims and the flaming sword, that he
should ot pariake af the fui; and thus we
soe, that Urere was o tine granted unio jen,
to repent, yea, a probationary time, a time (o
repent and serve God.  For behicld, if Adam
bad put forth bis hand immediately, and pa -
tock of the tree oflife, he weuld have lived for-
ever, acecrding to the word of God, baving
no space {or repentance; yea, and also the
word of Ged would have been veoid, and the
great plan of salvation would have been frus-
trated.  But hel:old, it was appointed unto
man to die; therefure us they were cut off
from the tree of life, therefore they should be
cut off from the facc of the earth; and man
became lost forever: yea, they became fallen
man. And now we see by this, that our first
parents were cut off, both temporally and
spir.tually, from the presence of the Lerd:
and thus we see they became subjects to fol-
low after their own will. Now belold, it
was not expadiont that man should be re-
claimed from ihis temporal death, for that
would destroy the great plan of Lappiness;
therefore, as the soul could never die, and tke
fall had brought tpon all mankird a spiritual
death as well as a temporal; that is, they
were cut off from the presence of the Lorg;
therefore it was expedient that mankind
should be reclaimed from this spiritual death;
therefore as ihey had become carnal, sensual,
and devilish, by nature, this probationary
state became a siate for them to prepare: 1%
became a preparatory state. And now re-
member my son, if it were not for the plan of
redemption, (Jaying it aside,) as soon as they
were dead, their souls were miserable, being
cut off from the presence of the Lord. And
no s there was no means to reclaim men from
this fallen state which man had brought upon
bimself, because of his own disobedience;
therefore, according to justice, the plun of re~
demption could not be brought about, only,
on conditions of repentai.ce of men in this
probationary state; yea, this preparatory
state; for except it were for thesa conditions,
mercy could not take effect except it should
destroy the work of justice. Now the work
of justice could not be destroyed: if so, God
would cease to be God. Andthus we see
thet all mankind were fallen, and they were
in the u}:ﬂ.pp of justice; yea, the justice of
God, which eonsigned them forever to be cut
off from his presence. And now the plan of
mercy could not be brought shout, except an
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atonoment should be made: therefore God
himszIf atoncth for the sins of the world, to
bring about the plen of merey, toappease the
demands of justice, that God mght be a
gﬂrfea just éod, and 2 mereifal God also.
Now repentance could not come unto men,
except thare were a punishment, which also
was as eternal as the life of the soul, should
be aflixed opposite to the plan of happiness,
which was as eternal also as the life of the
soul. Now, how could a man repent, except
he should sin? How could he sin, if there
was no law? How could there be a law,
save therz was a punishment? Now there
was & punishment affized, and a just law giv-
en, which brought remiorse of conscience un-
to man. Now if there was no law given, if
a man muzdered he should die, wouald he he
afraid he should die if he should murder?—
And also, if therz was no law given against
sin, men would not be afraid to sin. And if
there was no law given if men sinned, what
could justice do, or merey either, for they
swould have no claim upon the creature? But
there is a law given, and a punishment affix-
ed, and repentance granted; which repent-
ance, mercy claimeth; otherwise, justice
claimeth theé creature, and exeenteth thelaw,
and the law inflicteth the punishment; if not
80, the works of justice would be destroyed,
and God wonld cease to be God.  But God
ceaseth not to be God, and merey claimeth
the penitent, and mercy cometh because of
the atonement; and the atonement bringeth
to pass the resurrection of the dead; and the
rosurrection of the dead bringeth back men
into the presence of God; and thus they are
restated into his presence, to be judged ac-
cording to their works: according to the law
and justice; for behold, justice exerciseth all
his demands, and also merey claimeth all
awhieh is her own; and thus, none but the tru-
Iy penitent are saved. What, do ye suppose
that merey can rob justice? | say un’v you
Nay; not one whit. 1fso, God would cease
to be God. 'And thus God Lringeth sbout
his grent and eternal purposes, which was
preparcd fem the foundation of the world. —
And thue cometh about the salvation and the
rademption of men, and also their desiruction
and misery; thercfore, O my son, whaosoever
will eome, may eomie, und partake of the wa-
ters af life freely; aml whosoever will not
come, the same i3 not compelled to come;
but in the last day, it shall be restored unto
him according to his deeds. 18 be hath desi-
red to do evil, and hath not repented in his
days, behold, evil shall be done unto him,
according Lo the restoration of God.

Our extract from Alma is somewkat long,
but it is so full of instruction, that it needs
no apology. What greater object can there
be of the gospel, which was sant from heaven
to Adam, and which las been preached at
gundry times from his days until now, than
that men might be prepared for the kingdom
of God, that the kinzdem of heaven might
come down, and the righteous rise {romths
daad, and live again, in the flesh, en carth, a
thousand years, before they go into eternit
to dwell in the eelestial kingdom? 'This
subject is made ve}'y plain by the following
extract from one of our late commandments
from the blessed Redeemer: He that is faith-
ful and endurcth, shall overcome the world.
He that sendeth up (ronsures unto the land
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of Zion, shall receive an inheritance in this
world, and his worka shall follow him; and
also, a rewerd in the world to come; yea, and
blessed are the dead that diein the Lord from
henceforth, when the Lord shall come ardold
things shall pass away, and ail things become
new, they shall rise fgum the dead and shail
not die, and shall receive an inheritance be-
fore the Lord, in the holy eity, and he thet
liveth when the Lord shall csme, and have
Jept the faith, blessed is he, nevertheless, it
is appointed to him to die at the age of man:
wherefore, children shall grow up until they
become old; old men shall die, but they shalfl

not eleep in the dust, but they shall be chan- .

ged in the twinkling of an eye: whetefore,
tor this cause preached the apostles unto the
world, the resurrection of the dead: thest
things are the things' that ye must look for,
and speaking afler the manner of the Lord,
they ere now nigh at hand; and in a time to.
come, even in the day of the coming of the
Son of man, and until that time, there will
be foelish virgins ameng the wise, and ot
that hour eometh an entire separation of the
righteous and the wicked; and in that day will
1 send mine angels to pluck out the wicked,
and cast them into unquenchable fire.

Not to go beyond our knowledge, there
are at least two resurrections yet: one of the
just, at the second coming of the Savior, and
another at the day of judgment, after the
thousand years of peace, when the bocke are
opened, and all men judged according to their
works, Coneerning ihe first resurrection the
Vision, published i the sécond number of the
Star, says thus: And again, we bear recetd
for we saw and heard, and this is the testi-
mony of the gospel of Christ, concérning
them wkho conia forth in the resurrection ot
the jus: they are they who received the tes-
timony of Jesus, and believed eri his name,
and were bap(ized after the manper of hig
burial, being buried in ti.e water in his rame,
and this according to the commandment which
he bath given, that, by keepins the ecoms
mandment, they might be washed and cicans-
ed from &ll their sins, and receive the Holy
Ghost by the loy wg on of the Lands of lum
who ie ordained and sealed unto this power;
and who overcome by faith, andarescalcd by
that Holy Spirit of promise, which the Father
sheddeth forth upon 2l those who are just
and true: they are they who are the chureh
of the first-born: they ere they intodwlhose
hands the Father hath given all things: they
ara they who dre priests and kinee, who ha-
ving received of hisifulnses, and of his glor
are riests of the thost Iligh, after the orde;-
of Melchisedeck, which was afier the order
of Znoch, which was gfier the order of the
only begotten Sen: wherefore, us it js writ-
ten, they are gods, even the sony of Ges:
wherefore, all things are theire, whether life
or death, or things present, or things to
coms, all are theizs, and they are Christ’s
and Christ is God’s: erd they shall overeome
all things: wherefore ist no ‘man zlory in
man, but rather let kim glory in Ged, “who

'Y | shall subdue 21l enemies under his feet; these

shall dwell in the presence of God und hm
Christ forever and ever: these are they whem
he shell bring with him, when he shall coma
in the clouds of heaven, to reign on the earth
over his psople: these are they who shall
hava part in tha first rasurrection: thess are
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‘they who shall come forth in the resurrection
of the just: these are they who are come unto
mount Zion, and unto the city of the living
God, the heavenly place, the holiest of all;
these are they who have come to an innume-
rable company of angels; to the general as-
sembly and church of Enoch, and of the first
born: these are they whose names are written
in heaven, wheie Ged and Christ is the judge
of all: these are they who are just men made
perfect through Jesus the Mediator of the
new covenant, who wrought out this perfeet
atonement through the sheddb':F of hie own
blood: these are they whose bodies are celes-
tial, whose k%lory is that of the Son, even of
God the highest of all; which glery the sun
of the firmament is written of as being typi-
cal,

The above paragraph is se plain, that we
might leave the subject here, but lest anmy
ghould be left in doubt, or blend the second
eeming of the Savior with the day of judg-
ment, we eontinue. Inthe first resurrection,
Christ comss to the righteous, but at the
last day, the wicked stand before God and are
judged aceording to their works: let us read
the 20th chapter of Revelations: And I saw
an angel come down from heaven, having the
key rf the boltomless pit and a great chain
in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon,
that old serpent, which is the devil, and sa-
tan, and bound him a thousaud years, and
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut
him up, and set a seal upon him, that he
ghould deceive the nations no more, till the
thausand years should be fulfilled; and after
that he must be loosed a litlle season. And I
saw thronzs, and they sat upon them, and
judgment wag given unto them: and I saw
the souls of them that were beheaded for the
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God,
and which had not worshiped the beast, nei-

ther his image, neither had received his mark | ge

upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and
they lived and reigned with Christ a thou-
gand years. But the rest of the dead lived
not aain until a thousand years were finish-
ed. is is the first resurrection. Blessed
and holy is he that hath part in the first res-
urrection: on such the seeond death bath no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
years. And when the thousand years are ex-
pired, satan shall be loosed out of his prisen,
and shall go out to deceive the nations which
are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and
Magsg, to gather them together to battle.
the number of whom is as the sand of the
gea. Andthey went up on the breadth of]
the earth, and” compassed the camp of the
egints gbgut, end the beloyed city: and fire
came dawn fram God out of heayen, and de-

voured them. And the dewil that deceived
them was cast into the lake of fire and brim-
stonz, where the heast and the false prophet
are, and shall be ormented day and night for

gver and ever. And I saw a great white

throne, and him that sgt an it, from whose
face the earth and the hegven fled zway; and
thera was found no place for them, AndI
saw the dead, small and great, stand hefore
God; and the books were gpened, and another
hook was opened, which is the hook of life:

and the dead were judged out of those thingg
which were writtensin the books, necording
fo their works, And the sea gave up th

dead which were in it; and death and hell de-
livered up the dead which were in them: and
they were judged every man according to
their works:. And death and hell were cast
into the Jake of fire. This is the second death.
And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fze.

THE JEWS.
[From the Columbian Register.]

In Palestine of late years, the Jews have
greatly increased. It is said that not fewer
than 10,000 inhabit Saphet and Jerusalem.
At this time the Jewsare mearly as numerous
as when David swayed the sceptre of the
twelve tribes; and on whatever part of the
earth’'s surface they have their abode, their
eyes & their faith are all pointed in the same
direction~—to the land of their fathers and the
holy cit{ where they worshiped. Thougl
rejected by God, and perseeuted by man, they
have not once during 1800 long years, ceas-
ed to repose confidence in the promises made
by Jehovah to the founders of their nation;
and although the heart has often been sick,
and the spirit faint, they have never relin-
quished the Lope of that bright reversion i
the latter days, which is once more to estab-
lish the Laord's house on the top of the moun-
tains, and to make Jerusalem the glory of
the whole earth.

Remarks.—The scripture shows two pla-
ces of gathering: one st Zion, and the other
at Jerusalem, for the law shall ge forth out
of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Je-
rusalem. To make the subject plainer, let us
read the 18th chapter of Isaiah: Wo te the
land shadewing with wings, which is beyond
the rivers of Ethiopia: that sendeth ambassa-
dors by sea, even in vessels of bulrushes up-
on the waters, saying, Go, ye swift messen-
rs, to a nation scatlered and peeled, toa
people terrible from their beginsing bitherto;
a nation meted out and troden down, whose
land the rivers have spoiled! All ye inhabi-
tants of the world, and dwellers on the easth,
see ye, whem be lifteth up an ensign on the
mountains; and when he?ﬂoweth a trumpets
hear ye. For so the Lord said unto me, I
will take my rest, and I will consider in my
dwelling place like a clear heat upon herbs,
and like a eloud of dew inthe heat of harrest.
For after the harvest, when the bud is perfect,
and the sour grape is ripening in the flower,
he shall both cut off the sprigs with praning-
hooks, and take away and cut down the
branches. They shall be left together unto
the fowls of the meuntains, snd te the beasts,
of the earth: and the fewls shall sunmer vp-
on them, and all the beasts of the earth shall
winter upon them. In that time ghall the
present be brought unto the Lord ef hosts of
a people scattered and peeled, and from a peo-
ple terrible from their beginning hitherto; a
nation meted out and trodden umder foot,
whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the
place of the name of the Lord of hosts, the
mount Ziop. Again in the 24th chapter is
the fgllowing: From the uttermost parts of
the earth have we heard gangs, even glory to
the righteous. But I said, My leanness, m
leanness, wo upto me! the trepcherous cleaK
ers have dealt tyeacherously; yea, the treach-
erous dealers have dealt treacherously, Fear,
and the pit, and the spare, are upon thee, O



