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agement happiness to all that love God and
kesp his commandments. It was not written
to swell the fain2 of an emperar, nor publish-
ed to prove the heirship of a prince, but it
came o man, as the voice of Ged, for the
living to hear from the dead. Like the gospel
of the Savior, it was not proclaimed to the
world by the anthority of the government:
nor was it raceived as a revelation fromGod,
by the wise and the learned; the fich the
moble: bot the poor accepted of it, and while
they would, that it nught go toa!l nations,
kindreds, longil;es, and people, they began to
w>joice in the Holy One of Israel.

Although many have at:empted to ridicnle
the word of God, yet no man has been able
to speak out of the whirlwind and palm his
word upon the righteous as a revelation.—
When tE’e ingenuity of man has invented a
novel; the richr and the noble; the wise and
the prudent: the strong and the weal; the
minister and the chvrehman; yea, the king
and the infidel; are ready to laud it to tke
clouds, thovghevery page is fiction &nd every
linz 2 lie, O blindness to goodness! When
a revelation from God comes, the same per-
sons are afraid of deception, and ery, beware
of delusion! We again say, O blindness to
goodness!! :

When the Savior came to the Jews, they
were g0 wise in their own wisdom, and so
eager for the glory of the world, and for pow-
€r, that, with the inspired words of the pro-
phets, to guide them to all truth, they did
not know their Lord; and though thaoy could!
have furnishad beds to lodge a nation, thie]
Son of God was laid in a2 manger! 8o when
the beok of Mormon had coms, eentaining
the fulness of the gospel, to ‘complete the
salvation of man for the Lord's rest, even his
fulness and glory; had came to call home the
children of Israel from their long dispcrsion,
1o join the feast which is preparing for the
rigittrons: had-come to warn the inhabilants
of the earth of judgments to coma; had come
1o prepara the way for the second coming of
the Savior, that he mipght ‘meet his elect at
¢he rosurreetion, and live 'with themw in the
4lash on earth, a thousand years; i'eu, when
ahis book had come by the pift and power of
God, that man mizht be brought back into
2he pregence of his Maker, when he brought
aquin Zien, men, poor weak men, instead of
learning wisdom from the experience of eigh-
teen hundred years, and shunning the guli of
imprudanee, into which the Jews fell, echoed
the folly of bigots—Blasphiemy! Blasphemy!!

By the book of Mormon was made known,
thatl Zion, even the New Jerasalem, where
all nations should come up to the house of
the Lord, to worship the God of Jacob, in
the last days, should be built on this conti-
n2nt; and thanks to him who rules all things
after the counsel of his own will, and ‘whosa
words never fail, the people of the United
‘States, are already witnesses of the fulfilling
-of this propheey, for they dnii{ behold tha
«children of God, gathering into his kingdom,
ready to meet the Lord when he comesin his
glory. The Savior said while ministering to
ihe Nephites, that when the remnant of Jo-
seph began to know that they vwere the cov-
enant people of the Lord, the work Lad be-
gun among all natiens, and when we see In.
<ians gathered home by the government, we
znust exelaim; the hand of the Lord is tos

plain in all thie, not to be noticed, and the
agitation of the whole globe is too evident,
not to caus2 woender. While the rumors of
war, and war, shake one kingdom to the cen-
tre, the pestilence and its horrers spread des-
pair and death in another. All flesh is grass,
and when ‘the meek and the humble wish to
b: saved, and learnthe will of the Lord, whils
they look upon the events, convulsions, and
signe of the times, wilnessing in a Jangua
which he that runs nay read, that the end
nigh at hand, even at the doors, they are
ready to come out of Babylen and shun her
plagues. v ’

Men generally believe upon testimony, and
the rule is Now, as to the evidence of
the truth of the bible, we have no witnesses
to préve it; for they have been dead many
hundred years, ahd the fashion of saying you
believe it iy true, because your father said eo,
will not -ameunt to proof, but the testimony
of the Spirit of God, is, that it is true. The
book of Mormon, besides the evidence of tha
Holy Spirit, showing that God is the same
yesterday, to-day, and forever, has the living
witnesses o bear testimony that it is troes—

THE TESTIMONY OF THREE WIT-
v NESSES.

&

Be it known unto ail nations, kindreds,
tongues and people, unto whom this work
shall come, that we, through the grace of
God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ,
have seen the plates which contain this re-
cord; which is a record of the peaple of Ne-
phi, and a'so ofthe Lamanites, his brethren,
and also of the people of Jared, which came
from the tower, of which hath been spoken;
and wealso know that they bave been trans.
lated by the gift and power of God, for hin
voice Lath deelarsd it unto us: wherzfore we
knov ofa surety, that the work is true. And

L we also testify that we have seen the engra.

vings which ere on the plates; and they have
been shewn unio ve by the power of God,
and nof of man.’ And we daclare with words
of soberness, that an angel of God came down
fiom heaven, and be brought 2nd laid before
our eyes, that we beheld and saw the pates,
and the eriyrivings thereon: end we know
that it is by the grace of God the Father, and
our Lord Jesus Chrict, that we beheld and
bear record that these things are true; and it
is marvelous in our cyes: Newertheless the
voice' of the Lord commanded us that we
should bear racord of it; wherefore, tobe che-
dirnt to the commandments of God, we bear
testimony of these things. And we know
that if we are faithful in Christ, we shail rid
our garments of the blood of all men, and be
found spotless at the judgment seat of Chiisl,
and shall dwell witn Lkim eternally in ths
heavens,  And the honor be to the Father,
and to the 8on, and tothe Holy Ghost, which
is one God: Amen. ;
OLIVER COWDERY,
DAVID WHIT! ‘
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AND ALSO THE TESTIMOKY OF
EIGHT WITNESSES, .

Be it known unto all nations, kindracs,

tongues, and people, unto whoia this k
shall come, that Joseph Smith, jr. the Autl
and Proprietor of this work, hath lhewn unts

s the plates of wwhich hath bean apokew,



