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3n the like sum, to keep the peace for two
years.  “The Hartford Times,” in making
some comments upon . the romarks of “The
Universalist,”” ~which jestifies. the courtia
the case of Mr. Kneeland, says:

¢Paul wasa ‘pestilent fellow;

! in the eyes
of some of tha. ancient. authorities, who
thonght ‘a mild enforcement of the laws’
necessary. - We: do. not-mean to compare
Mr. Kneeland, with paul; but to say. that
error is ready at oll thnes to prop itself with
thelegal arm, Itis not for man to set up &
standard of belief for his- fellow man, and fo
enforce 1hat belief wath stripes,  dungeon.
bolts, oy the seafivld itselfl’! = .

;We haveprevieusly -tead the “tInyestiga- |

tor,”” and were not e Jittle. surprisedat the
folly- of Mr, Kueeland; .indeed, we may say,
that (we were disgusied with the fonl ealum.
ny with which he assailed 1he subjectof re-
venled religion, so mueh so, that we. laid
down his paper,- and  prohably for tha last
time. If the guod people. of Massachusells
woulddo the snme, none of them would have
been troubled. with it tothis day.—Belicving

bible, and the religion therein revealed, we

cannot see where it aulhorizes the state of

Masgshchusetts 1o defend. it by enacling laws
to favor their ewn parlicnlar opinions, and
lock up all others, whether they belipva or
disbeheve it, unless they have a mount 8i-
nai, snd lately, from.ite summit haye heard
lhe trump, of the. Almighty, declaging lis,
statutesand judgments.  We are unacquaint-

ed with qe constifution..of , that State; buot

any. kw.%&erfering with constience in,
least, is directly opposite to the Canstitu,
tion of the United States, and is an infringe-
ment upen the rtights of every ecitizen over
which it claims jurisdiction. . If they have a
right tolock Mr, Kneeland into, jail for his
opinion, or even for expressing it, they have
an equal righuobang him {for the same, as
their prodgeni&ou did  the Quakers. Inno
instance does man show  his weakness soon-
er, than when he has recourse to the civil
law to enforce his opinion; and inno case
whatever can he quickerand more effectually
m that his system never came from

the

The “Times' says, In the year 1528, the
Judges of the 8
Connecticut; declared that Universalism was

.an immoral and dangerous doctrine, and that
those who believed in it should be outlaw-
ed.”’ . This we eould reasonably. expect from
the land of *¢ Bius lawes;" and the other from
8 country where they {ormerly murdered per-,

" sons for their opinions; bul we are thank'ul

. thatinane .of them,vill be appointed to judge

the world, mor recoive power o shut beaven

from any one. They may make dolts and
bars here, and here is the only place where
they can eyer use them. « God is to be thank-
ed, that the religion which he has revealed

being boulstered up to kecp it from falling,
or from becoming untrae, by employing Mas-
sachusetts or Connecticut to enact laws to
t'huitijem society such men as Kneeland for
fear they will investigate itl—[ Editor of the
Star.]
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as we do, in the divine au henticity of the’

reme court of the State of

for the aig]fa;ip‘_:: of:" en,’ is in no want of
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THE PROPHECY OF ZEPHANIAH.
+ (Contigued from our last.)

{* (Perhopait might bave been considered su-
| perBuous in Zephanizh, te prediet the down-

fall .of other mations, beside Israel, without

carrying the same $o them, or causing it to.
be done; but how  far-this was the case we
shall not pretend 10 say,.as we. bavé no in-
fermation ongthe subject contained .in the
sacred: volume:-. It is a facty that many of
tlve proplets of Israel were very free in their
predictions upon the Leathen nations, and
Israel might from lime o time bave seen the

{uifilment of many of them had they locked,

ere-this-day. . Jonah, as appearsfrom the ac-
count, visited MNinexeh and proclaimed the

word of God to its inkabitants;, and, what is
very-remarhable, they re and  covered
themselves with sackelothfrom the king to
the lowest servant;  while Jsrae), favored
with prophets from ke beginning of their lo-
cation in the land of Palestine, rushed on in-

wickedness 131l the wrath of heaven wverlook

them fo the ntiermost. Butit aught to be
remewbered, that Jonah lived in the days of
IJerohoam the son of Joash king ..of Israel,

| tnore than one hundred and fifty years before

| the days of Zephaniph, and more than. eigh-
| ty-previpus to the time when Lhe king of As-.
| syria took the ten tribes frow their own land
towhich they have not yet been  restored. —
‘Andahough the pride and  boast. of Assyria

was humbled todhe dust at the voice of God

| through une of the prophets from the land of”
Isracl, yet now they-could march fearlessly
| jitital thesheart of that cenntry.and lead ;cap-

| tive ite inhabitants, because théy had forsa-
| ken W.eir Shephend..

How far Nineveb bad been enlightened by
the revelations of the "Lord ‘previous 'to the
4ime when Jonah visiled it, we are not sble
to say, but we conclude, that they must have
revered the word of Ged anore than most
people in our day, or else Jonah's appearance
| and preaching would not have excited such
an alarm, and been the means of sn great a
reformation. Neither is it for us to say how
long they conlinued reighteous aflerward;
but we may conelude, that if a great people
| can turn from evil te goedin a' fow days, in
{ the space of eighty years, without continual
| preaching 1o, iliey could again full info wick-
| édness. " But lhis. ]Jerhz't'gz. may be thought
[ digressing too far from subject of Zepha-.

nial’s prophecy, thoagh we -ure ‘under the
| niecessity of looking at the principal part of
| liis predictions as we' pass to thepoint which
}m- ad in view when we commenced: and
we are of the epinion. that a minute investi-
gation intd even the least or shortest Iroph-
ecy contained in the seriptures, would be of
lasting benefit to any - individual who might
take the trouble:and devote the time to that
employment. The prophecies, are thonght
by many to be of no consequence whateves
in our day to the human family, and that, if
they are not all fulfilled, (as .amdny suppose
them to be,) they are clothed in mysteries
and wrapped in me s far beyond our
comprehension; and if ever fulfilled, the
meaning is so foreign from the literal word,
that no one in ourtime can know any thing
what the prophete did mean when they spaka;
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consequently, it is of no importance to us
whether they are fulfilled. or whether they
remain yet to be: and under circumstances of
sucha nature, it would matter nothing to us
ona way nor the other; for thongh the thing
might have been plain to the prophet.in his
viston, it has since been locked up in the bo-
som of God, and is never te be 'shown again
till it is accomplishad, and then, no.one can
know it but -himself, because he had hid it
from the disesrnment of mortals..: g

It must be admitted, tbat even if .tha
prophecies. are dark and wmiysterious to us,
they were; in a'greater or less degree under-
stood by those who spake them:end this;we
infor from the fact, that many of their predie~
tions were fulfilled . as tney - were kiterally
spoken; and all the vast overlurns among the
surrounding nations seemed to have a bearing
upon the hstory of Israel, and the prophels
seldom closed their predictions without re-
marking something that should befll them.
They knew that it Israel was  scattered 1he
heathen must also suffer in their turn; and if
the children of Judah were chastened for
their iniquities, their idolatrous neighbours,
must, in due time be destroyed. Moab and
Ammon, were looked upon by many of the
prophets of Israel and were threatened with
judgments.  Zephaniah looked upon the
time when they should reap their just reward
for.all the bittar affliction that they had
brought upon Isracl, and with sublime and

wsitive language declores’ their everthrow.

e says: (A .

I have heard the reproach of' Moab and the
-revilings of the children of Ammaon, whereby
they have reproached my people, and mag-
nified themseives against  their border.—
Therefore, as [ live saith the Lord of hosts,
the God of Israel, surely Moab shall be as
Sedom, and the children of Aminon as Go-
morrah, even the breeding of nettles, and
salt-pits, and a pel en{a! desolation: the res-
ddue of my people shall spoil them, and the
remnant of iny people shall possess them.—
Who but those instructed by the Spirit of
the Lord conld suppose, or even would ad-
amit for a moment, the possibility that the
children of Lot, after centuries of prosperity,
in which they had conlluered nations and en-
riched themselves with their spoils, could
suddenly be deminished and brought into
subjection to a prople whose physical power
was at the time of Zephanigh so far inferior
to their own? and thattoo, after Israel had
been diminished by the judgments which bad
overtaken them ffom the hand of the Lord?
for the remnant of Judah were not 1o possess
them, until they themselves had been led in-
to captivity,

,Ttmay be thought by some, that these pre-
dictions were fulfilled when Judah returned
from the Babylonish captivity; but we ask.
did not these patiens more or less of them ex-
ist at that time? and did not the Jews receive
assistance from the Babylonians to re-instate
themselves in the land of Judea, when they
did return! and were not these nations con-
stanily aunoying the remnant of Jacob fora
long period? mgwben these nations were
.ﬂnrlger the yoke of other nations did Judah
posses their land? It ie said, the residue of]
my people shall spoil them, and 1he remnant
-of my peorla shab‘;ﬁm them, §o far
from spoiling the heathen or possessing their
‘band, we know, (if we may credit the ac.

count, ) that they were struggling to main-
tain their own: and even down to' the com-
ing of the Messiah Judea was a Roman pro-
vince. Bul any man acquainted ~with the
history of the Jews at this age, and the na-
tions which then. surrounded Palestine, on a
moment's reflection will admit, that these
prophecies in part bave, in the strictest
‘sense been literally fulfilled: So far, at least
as we have any accoont of their fulfilment, it
muet be ncknowledged a liternl .one:  Where
now:is Gnza, and where is Ashkelonl Forsa-
‘ken‘and desolate! Where is. Ashdod and
where ie Ekron? Driven ¢ut and. rooted up!
‘Where are the inhabitanis of Moab, and where
arerthe ehildren of Ammon! . They are  likn~
Sodom, consumed and. cverthrown, o deeo-
latien in the eyes'of every. bebolder, and a
warning to every natiom, that it is' tneafe to
sport-with ' the people of Godl Where' is
Assyria; and where is Nineveh that dwelt
carelesely; thatenid-in her heart, I am, and
there is none beside me?! The Agsyrians
themselves have long since been destrayed or.
led captives.and mingled with other nations,
anil Nineveh has sunk like a_stone, into the
mighty deepl But the children of Judab,
though often scourgd by the chastening
hand of the Lord for their mniqnities, and o1-
ten led into .cn;)tivity by their enemies, and
made to serve in eruel bon’age, yet their de-
scendants rewain and their posterity is still
extant without being swallowed vp in other
nations, while many who have afilicted them
have melted away: their national glory has
become ex'inet, and all but their name has
there

sunk in eblivion.

In.the last chapter of this hee
is an advance of thought on pa«:g subjeet of
Israel's  sitpation, beyond the time when
they were taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar,
oreyen when Jerusulem was destroyed by
the. Romang, and the Jews seattered into nll
parts of the earth. It must be plainto every
man who is acquainted with his bible, or even
common history; that a large pottion of this
chapter has fict yet been fulﬁﬁed, or else the
prophet spake figuratively, and did not eal-
culate to edify Israel by his words nor the ri-
sing generations with his writings. But cer-
mn]i; a part of his prophecy has been liter-
ally tulflled, and that portion of it too which
spake of the fall of certain naticns wii
were wealthy and populous, as well as
jndgments which came upen Jerusalem, —
And since he has left us no rule to inter-
pret it contrary from ite plain reading, we do
not feel justified in attempting to write, or to
constriea sentence of it differently,” without
we can be made aequainted with tha word
of the l%!;f) that “affect: and until then,
we feel gi seience void of affence when w

uf all that  has not been  fulfi

belicve
precisely asit was spoken, ‘will be in flue
time. I not, we shall thien have to acknow!.
edge, that we have known but little raspect-
ing the sayingd of the aneient prophets; and
that part which we now suppode has been
fulfilled, might 8s well never have been gpo-
ken or written; for e ‘cannot now be bens-
fitted in the least by them: and previous to
the time when wa can be, wa must have ‘an-
otherravelation to teach us what the old ene
means. ’I£M'ﬂqid in his H&.ua to'the Rao.
mans, ivthe "&vih ‘ehapt. and” 4ths A
that, whatseever things wére wrilten aforc.
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time, were written for our learning, that we
through faith and comfort of the scriptures
might have hope. Either Pauland his breth-
ren underﬂoo?:he sayings of the prophets
to mean what they said, or they must have
had some rule of interpretation which we
have not, or else certainly, neither comfort
nor hope oould bave been derived from a
perusal of them. Jf they understood them to
nlean as they read, why not those who be-
lieve them understand themin the same
manner in this age? But perhaps some of
our friends may say, that the ancient church-
es had some rule by which they could pene-
trate into the dark sayings of the ancients,
and unfold them to their ful satisfaction,
and thereby obtain mueh eomfort and great
hope; but ‘when they Jeft this rule, so they
took it fromn the earth, and it is now in the
bosom of eternity, locked up safely and se-
curely, beyond the power of man to obtain;
and since the ancient apostles established the
church of Christ, and wrote many epistles to
their brethren upon the subject, we have no
need of any thing more: and a rule to ena-
ble us to interpret the whole bible, and lay
out every secret, and unfold every mystery,
would not be of any use to us, even were
God willing to favor us with such an an one
Neither would we believe it were it given,
because we do not believe that he ever inten-
ded to speak again to mankind while the
earth remains. So then, had we every ne-
cessary accomplishment 10 understand all the
sayings in the whole scriptures it would do
us no good; we should not act wpon it, be-
canse we should not believe it. And this, in
=hort, is the sad difficulty with the world at
this day: they do not believe that the

prophets meant what they said, neither do

they believe that we can find out what they
did'mean; and yet hundreds are figuring, in-
terpreting and expounding, for their hun-
dreds mg their thousands eviry year to tell
the people something about the scriptures,
which they, and the expositors themselves
ocknowledge that no man can understand,
because they are all metaphors and types,
and the Author of them long since ceased to
apeak to men; and the whole must remain
at last as it was in the beginning!

We, were not disposed to condemn any
portion of our fellow-beings for not believing
‘as-we do, or beeause they do not held the
words of the Lord by the mouths of his an-
eient prophets, precisely in the light that we
conceive them to mean: or we might say,
because they do not believe them to mean
any thing that we can be benefitted with, be-
because we cannot understand them; and we
ourselves thinking that he meant to commu-
nicate bis- word to man in an intelligent

" manner, suited to his capacity, in some de-

gree, that he might be benefittedby the
same- Weknow, that in a frée govern.
ment, in the midst of a free-thinking and en-
lightened people, every man has the peivi-
lege as he choeses, and of interpreting the
words of the prophets as to him may appear
the most proper and right: andis left, (so
far as human law can interiere,) to act his
own choice freely and dispassionately, and
settle all questions as to the items of his
faith and religion uncontrolled by human in-

; and there the matter may rest be-
wween himself and his Maker. A gloricus

blessing! A privilege which, in our opiniow
cannot be estimated too highly, nor teo
thankfully acknowledged before ™ Him who
holds the destinies of all pations in his own
hands, and who sways his scepter over all
people.

But we eannot see the provriety of the ides
that admits ecertain parts of prophecies to
have been literally fulfilled, and other parts
of the sume proii;ecies, spoken by the same
individuals, to be understood diﬁ{mtly, be-
cause the time has not trapspired when they
were designed in the mind of the Lord to-be,
when they were spoken. We presume that
it wall redily be admitted, that the prophe-
cies previously quoted, so far at least as they
related to the downfall and overthrow of
those nations against whem the judgments
of the Almighty were denounced, have, i
the plainest manner been literally fulfilled.

The Jews were led into captivity by their
enemies, and Jerusalem was destyoyed, and
the land of Judea laid waste according to the
plain declaration of the Lord by the mouth
of'the prophet, when he said that he would
stretch out kis hand upon Judah, and upon
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and utterly
consume all things from off the land.

Having sketched considerably upon the’
two first chapters of Zephaniah’s prophecy,
we shall now speak more partieularly of a-

ortion of the matter written in the last.—

here is however, a sufficient contained in
the two first to afford a field for contempla-
tion for a length of time, at least, when the
fact is admilted, that it is the word of God,
and that the very design of the Lord in-
giving it to his creatures was, that they
might undeistand it and be benefitted there-
with. In the chapter before us there is a
stretch, or advance of thought peeuliar and
interesting; und such too as seems to have
occupied the minds of the ancient prophets
of Israel in a geeater or less degree, which is
easily to be discovered over the surfaceofa
large portion of their prophecies. For though
they predicthd the dispersion of Israel and
the captivity of the Jews, yet they seldom
left these subjects, or elased their prophecies
without speaking of the time when they
should be brouﬁht back triumphant, and re-
turn to the land that God gave by promise lo
Abraham and his sced for an everlasting pos-
session: which the reader will find written in
language the most positive, if he will but
take ths trouble to logk into their sayings.

After reminding the remnant of Israel
then in the land, of the might and power of
the Lord in the destruction of his enemies,
or the enemies ef his people, and in their
salvation and protection, if faithful to his
commandment, he declares to them that their
sins are many and grievous; aecusing their’
princes, their judges. and even their proph_
ets and priests, saying they were like roar
ing lions, eveninn welves, light, and vain
and wreacherous; that they had poluted thr’
sanctuary, and doneviolense to the law; L'
declares again that he will lny waste the na-
tions, cut off their towers, and lay open their
streets to desolation, that thereis no man,
that there is no inhabitanf. But notwith-
standing all these, he exhorts them to wait
uqlon him still, for he had determined a time
when he would ratse up to the pray, when
the aarth should be consumed. with the fize



of his jealousy; when he would gather 1.
natiens, that he might assemble the kiug-
doms, to pour upon them his indignation,
even all his fierce anger: for, said he, all the
earth shall be devourcd with the lire of my
jealousy.

He said, I have cut off the nations: their
towers are desolate, 1 made their streets
waste, that noné passed by: their cities are
destroyed, so that there is no man, that there
is none inhabitant. Therefore, wait ye& up-
on me saith the Lord. Certainly, there is a
peculiar force to these remarkable words:
Wait ye upon me! How long? Till the time
when{shall rise up to the prey! When has
God for Israel rose up to the prey? When
has he gathered the nations and assembled
the kingdoms? and when has he ponred up-
on them his indignation; even all his fierce
anger. and when has all the earth been de-
voured with the firc of his jealousy? Was
it when Israel eame out of the land of Egypt?
The Egyptians were then the only sufferers:
The posterity of Ham then felt the wrath
and vengeance of Israel's God; but not the
whole eitrth, Pharaoh's hosts were then col-
lected, and Thebes from lier hundred gates
sent forth her tents of thousands to trample
down and take the spoil; but the outstretch-
ed arm of Jehovah in the defense of Jacob,
caused them to be swallowed up in the Red
Sea; and yet the nations were not then gath-
ered, nor the kingdoms assembled, neither
was the whole earth devoured with the fire
of his jealousy. Was it when Israel march-
ed into the land of Cannan with Joshua at
their head, directed by the voice of the Lord?
Jordan stood upon heaps at the approach of
God’s covenant people, and the walls of Jer-
tcho fell to the earth when they shouted in
lis name; the surrounding nations, the pos-
terity of Canaan felt the shock; but the na-
tions were not then gathered, nor the king-
doms assembled, neither all the earth devour-
ed with the fire of his jealousy: the time had
not arrived, nor had the prediction yet been
made by the prophets of Israel. But centu-
ries must roll away, and Jacob be driven
from his land before that period was to come
when he would, for bhis sake, devour the carth
with the fire of his jealousy. Wait ye upon
me! How many tedious hours has Israel,
upon this word so big with meaning, sat in
captivity, reviled and rejecied. a hiss, a taunt,
and a by-word, and waited with longing and
with sighs too large to be expressed, for the
precious voice to sound from the throne of|
I AM, and proclaim, Rise up! Rise up! Re-
turn ye! Return ye! O my people of the
house of Israel; for this is the time that I
will rise up to the prey! Wait ye upon me,
saith the Lord. How oft has Israel wept in
captivity while waiting tor that long looked
for hour: and how oft the arm of viclence
been raised because he still persisted that
God would yet call himself, and declare that
the time arrived when he would rise up
to the pray! How fruitless has been the la-
bors of Gentile Missionaries in attempting
to convert the seed of Jacob from the errors
of their ways, by pretending that God had
sent them, and at the same time declaring
that God had ceased to talk to men. Nor
could it surprise a man of common sense,
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spoken (ro-- e heavens directly to that ef-
te. ' Tvael will never be duped with suci
a plan of inconsisteney! The prophets in
ancient deys heard the voice of the Lord, and
declared that in the last days their aseed
should hear it again. And though the Jews
stumbled and were scattered, yet they lock
with longing anxiety, and wait to hear the
acceplnhfe sound that, the time las come
when 1 will build you as at the first, and
lead you @s at the begirming; and make bore
my hioly arm in the eyes of all the nations,
that all the ends of the earth may see the eal-
vation of God! And we bave no scruple in
saying, that Isrnel will ‘never cmbrace the
gospel, nor the Jews believe in the Messinh
as a beople, till the Lord sends his word to
them; for (heif fathers onee enjoyed this bles.
sing, and left # dpon record that their chil-
kren ghauld inherit the same; and though
they are scattered to the lonf winds, and pee-
led with afiliction and adversily, they will
vet wait till God himself shall speak; 1ill he

imself shall rise up to the prey! Contince
Israel of this, and the work will soon be done.
Convince him that the Lord himself had cal-
led, and no power of man can prevent his

thering. Let him onoe again be taught.
E; the voice of theliving God from on higl.,
and the work of reformation will immediate-
ly be accompliehed. But till then, the at-
tempts of the Gentiles will be fruitless, it is
what the Jews cannot, nor will not believe.
If they should they would lay aside the voice'
oftheir fathers contained im the prophets,
that they should in the last days, hear again:
but this thev have not, nor never will. hat
reflection which rolls across the mind, that
their Shepherd once taught their fathers, is
cherished too dearly to be exchanged for a
phantom, a dream, a bubble, a vain and fooliah
whim, got up in the brains of the Gentiles,
that God would never gpeak again to man-
kind! It will never be accepted with Israel;
it will never be believed by the seed of Jacob:
for that at once destroys the testimony of
their fathers, that God would, in the last

e ———

that the Israelites should turn from them with
disdain, after hearing that God had called
fer Jacob to return to him agaim, and had not

days, gather their cbildren to the land of
Canaan to possess it forever. Men who nev-
er heard the voice of God themselves, neither
their fathers, but are dependent upon the
voice of inspiration to enother people who are
nonearer related than the Jews and the Gen-
tiles, may preach, perhaps, with some suc-
cess among those who are in the same situa-
tion; for they will wait according to the dec-
laration of their fathers, till the Lord shall
rise up to the pray! Then, and not till then,
will Tsrael be converted! :
Zephaniah proceeds, after speaking of the
great commotion which is to take %m at
the time, or before Tsrael returns to his own
land, and says, For then wiil T turn to the
people 1 pure language, that they may al}
call upon the name of the Lord to serve him
with one consent. From beyond the rivers
of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter
of my dispersed shall bring mine offeri
We understand that the pure language is to
be turned to the people after the nations are
gathered, and the kingdoms assembled, and
the indignation poured upon them, when all
the earth is consumed with the fire of the
Lord’s jealousy, and not till then: because
this marvelous display of the power of God
is to be exerted that they may all call upon him
to serve him with one conselit and who ¢an-

g~
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not see, that they cannot all serve him with
‘one consent while a part are righteous and a
rt wicked! And then! Signiges afterward:
fter. the wicked are cut off the righicous
shll sprak o pure langaige, It Is #aid, long
afler the g 1 that: thé bartliwig

and sent,
earth,
ihe last!
spake,the
joupded by ] 1 By
lieve that God has power, 10 caus
to speak one langhage int* &
a Gireek, a Romen, «
a Frenchman, an English
were to be gayed by listening to il
Christ; when they arrived ‘in hedven' eoul
they understand each other) ‘or, Would "th
Lord bave a schopl wheta they would all b
taught to speak one linguags? and if se,
what languare would it bel Our rraders, no
doubt would smile at our folly, were they to
think that we had any such belief. "If" then,
God has power to cause all hations and Tan-
guages to speak the same language, wlhitn in
heaven, what is the reason that he has not’
power to cause the same on earth? Tlas he
not all power! O yes, our friends will say:
but you know, that he bas long since ceased
to work miracles oz earth. Can that be the
fact? Ifit is, we have to confess ofit ‘igno-
rance; for. we have not yet found in our hibls
_ where the Lord said he would _ever ceasa 'to
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their midst all that rejoiced in pride. And

théu ghalt no more be haughty, béeanse of my

fioly mountain! I Jerusalem has been a ho-

ly placd since *the time when Zephaniah de-

livared this propheey, we Wwoild ke 1o bein-
| when: I hen iy fulfitted Kis

1 > Hay #1086 of
; iIf Jern 1w ‘thén
H r nnd oot that fdet, '3
it b Jitls sbout 95 or
(ol b betvad areparcdive “re-

7A G A LM b whtn he' thifie» A8 a

the!

prodf that 3t epntenes hiignb! been ful-
Tilled, W% i diftton rom the
B hoh Hief w1l show very

FHaY Jerasdleniis wet t6'he inhabited
Fatea! oA e Wl 1S hewihisly placai—
5 Ao cAlb e Fasatemn - a Hély
f § mev atee) dddvelliasthe
gity if Rome, {80 Pites ol T ol woffer.
ed martytdain il 7 andYhiéPone; (1helnliely
father! thi buteesfor of SPerer, vl ithe!vi.
car'nf Jasng Chridt as 156 7 el in, poiiow
tesided in thésime: fRome] Lot inmiropin-
fort, Jerirsalen is for lackimo®in' holinesds and
bas over'been Eince ‘the'days of Zephaniah.
Teaiali xxvil 12°& 13, And it shall.come:to
Fnua in that day, that the Lord shall beéat off
fom the chaime) of the river unto the'stream
of Egypt, and ye shall 'be’ guthered one by
ane, O ye children of Israel. And it shall
comb 19 pass in” that day, that thic great trom.
petshall'bs Blown, nhﬂ‘{hﬂ'ﬁ'mh"ﬂi domewehicn
wer? réndy 1o 'oeridh in” ¢l land 6P Assyria,

work on earth, or in heaven. Perhaps it may
be in some corner of our neighhur'sp, and s5
elosely written that we have not found it tiot
. :being favored with very disctening eyes.—
. From beyond the rivers of Ethiopiat Tt will
. be admitted, we presums, that 'Zaphaniah
was in theland of Judea while d2livering this
M"-E: adiction; and where, wa ask, could

. the Lord’s suppliants b2 found bayond the
. rivess of Ethiopial Had he a raople upon
*the continent of Africa? Was lurael driven
* thera when Shalianaser king of Assyria look
them from the land of Palestine? Did they

" not, after taking couns2! to leavs the land of
4he heathen, go 1o the north?  And is it not
said that they passad over the narrow pas-
- sage of the F.Vuphmtes. [not Ethiopia,] whil»
the Lord held the flood! Andisit not said
gain, that he will smite it in the seven
reams in the last days and cause men 1o go
. 31.:!41 ‘Where, then, are his suppli-

o were to bring his offering from be-
the rivers of Ethiopia? Was this ful-
ed when the Jews returned from Babylon?
. This could not be, becanse Babylon was not
_beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, neither was a
& purs language turned to the people, that
2y mi, %l AL call upon the Lord to serve
D il dng T i piré MR
at day, {when the pure langnage is

& ed, and the sdsplimuphue bro%;bglethe
. offzring from bryond the rivers of Ethiopia,]
thomahalt not be ashamed for all thy doings,
vharein thoa hast transgressed against me:

.. .ar then Lwill take away out of the midst of
thes:them that ije_}o':éa in thy prids, ani thon

. shalt no mare b haughty, begause of my ho-
1y mountain. , For such as arz conversant
with the prophets, we conclade, that @
iy, comment upon this verse will be oﬂ
¢ edification: for all ought to know,

Fh

(B 0

£

" | has Israel dwelt in the

and’th="outcasts in th Tand OF Beypty and

sfinll worship the Ldrd in the‘holy mount at

Yerusalem.  When Has the 'great trumpet
been blown in Assyria? ‘and when ‘has the
channel of ihe river been beaten off that
Tsrael miglit comnte one By ‘ones? and when have
they worshipped in bis holy mounteat  Jeru- |
salem? }rE4Y
Fvery sentence of the last of Zenhaniah's
prophecy seems to be spoken in “that”phin
and intelligent manner, that 'every individual
who admits the fact, that Tarael will retum
to the fand of His fathérs in the last’ days,
mast be randy to conclude, that ‘if there is
any confidence to be plaged in the words of
prophecy, and if we can believe that they
were ever designed to be understood, the pro-
phet must have had his eyé fixed upon the
time ‘when the Lord was about to rise up to
tha prey: when he was about to ‘exalt that
lon icted people above the power of all
thair oppressors, and establish them in right-
eousness by his ewn hand. He again says:
The remnant of Israzl shall not do_iniquity,
nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tonFue
be found in their mbuth: for they shall feed
and lie down, and none shall make them a-
fraid. 'When, since the days of this prophet,
hiteou d bea htid :tf ma&h
righteousness, and been guilty of no iniquity,
nor spoken lies? Wﬁ'egnmh{s ‘been a th{e
when a deceitful tongue was not to be foind
in their mouths? Was it after the Babylo-
nigh captivity? Who does not know, that
they wers filled with violence' and iniquity,
thal decsit and wickadness filled Jernealern
from one end'to ‘the other, ‘and ‘they falsely
accused even their B"qhaﬂl‘& y s blood?
Was this the righteous people’of whom the
'Eiﬁpi'xét ‘was bere Writing, g'th‘ey should
@ so completely delivered ‘all their éne-

&
that there never has been a time sinee lsrasl
came out of Egypt when the Lord took from

mies that they should feed and lie down in
peace, thefe being nope tomake them afraid?
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- Were they not in constant and almest uncea-
sing wars? Fainine and the sword were on
every side from their return from Babylon,
to the days when Titus took the city and ra-
zed it to the foundation.

(To be continued. )

. sy, Iy
THE ELDERS. OF THE CHURCH.IN
KIRTLAND, TO THEIR BRETHREN
ABROAD-
(Continued from our last)

Dear brethren in Christ, and companions fu
trebulation:

We consider that God has crested man with a
mind capable of instruction, and a feculty which may
be enlarged in proportian to the heed and dilligence
given ta the Hght tammunicated from heaven to the
intellect; aned that the nearer man approaches perfocs
tion: the mere conspicuous are his views, and the
greater his enjoyments, until he has overcome the
evild of this Yife and lost every desire of sing and like
the ancients, arrives tosthat peint of faith that he is
wrapped in the power aad glory of his Maker and is
caught up to dwell with him. But we copsider that
this is a starion to which no man ever arrived ina
moment: he must have been instructed jiuto the gov-
ernment and laws of that kingdom by proper degrees,
till his mind was capable in seme meéasure of com-
prehending the propriqunjumue. equity, and con-
sistency of the same. r Turther instruction we
vefer you th Deat, xxxm. where the ‘Lord says, that
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He found him in
a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness;
he led bim about, he metructed Tim, he kept him' 28
the apple of' his eye, &c. which will show the force
of the last item advanced, that it is necessary formen
to receive en understanding cuqeming the laws of
the heavenly Kingdom, before they are permitted to
enter it: we mein the celestial glory. #o dissimilar
urethe governmehts of men, nnjm divers, are their
laws, from the government and luws of heaven, that
a man, for instance, hearing that there wek a coun-
try ‘on this giobe called the United States: of® North
Amerien, could' tuke his iouraey te this plece . wills-
out first learning the laws. of” governmenty but the
conditions of God's kingu!om are such, that sl ‘who
are made partakers of that glor¥, sre under the ne-
ceszity of first learning something respecting it pre-
vious to their entering into it.  But the foreiguer can
come to this country withouwt knowing u syllable of
its laws, of even subseribing to obey them he
arrives. “'Why? Because the government of the U,
Stutes does not requile it: it only requires an obedi-
encetoits laws after the individual has arrived with-
in its jurisdiction.

As we‘g:ninusly remarked, we do not attempt to
late the law of men on a parallel with the law of
caven; but we will bring forward another item, to

further urge the propriety of yielling obedience to
the law of heaven, after the fact is admitted, that the
laws of man are binding upon man. Were a king to
extend his dominion over the habitable eurth, and
send forth his \laws which were of the most perfect
kind, and command his subjects one and all to yield
obedienceto the same; and annex es s reward to those
who obeyed them, that at n certain period they
shoald be culled to attend the marriage of his son,
who in due time was to receive the Kingdom, and
they shonld be made equal with him in the same; &
Annex as [:.Pena!ty for disobedienve thut every indi-
vidual should be cast ous ot the marriage feast, and
have no part nor pertion with bis government; and
what rational' mind could for # momeat accuse the
with injnstiee for punishing such rebellious
sul In the tirst place his laws were jnst, easy
and perfect: nothing was required in them of a tyr-
anical nature; hut their constraction wos equi-
ty and beauty; and when ed woull prod cethe
happiest situation possible 1o ull who adhered to
them, besidetha last great benefit of sitting down
with a royal robe in the presence of the King at the
great grand mm supper of his son, and be made
equal with him in &l the offsirs of the kingdom.

When these roysl laws were issged, and promn!-
gated throughout the vast dominion, every subject,

. when interrogated he believed them to be
from his sovereign, Lnswered, Yes, 1 know they are,
!rll?byuquw with the for it is as psual,

8 SAITH THE KING! This ad, the
subject is bound by every ¢ of |
‘his con ntry, his kiug, and bis il ¢
ter, to observe in Lhe strictest sense every re-
quisition in the royal edict. Bhould any es-
rape the search of the embassadors of the
king, and never hear these last laws, giving

his subjects such exalted privileges, an ex-
cuse might be urged in their bebalfy end they
escape the censure of the king. But for those
who had beard, who had admitted, and who
had promised obedience to these just laws ro
excuse could be urged, and when brought in-
to the presence of the king, certainly, justice
would require thal they should suffera penal-
tyl  Could that king be just in admitting

cse rebellions individuals into the full en-

. |{joyment and privileges with his scn, and

those who had béen obedient to his command-
ments? Certainly not. Because they dis-
regarded the voice of their lawful king; they
had no regard for his virtuous laws, for his
dignity, nor for the honor of his name; pei-
ther for their own country's sake. nor their
private virtuel They neither regarded his
autherity enough to cbey him, neither did

‘as somethin, “notice, and
regarded those eommande of thetlisre

they regard the immediate advanteges and
blessings arising from these laws if kept, to
observe them, so destitute were they of vir-
tue and goedness; and above all, they regard-
ed so little the joy and satisfaction of a Jegnl
seat in the presence of the king’s only son,
and to be made equal with him in 2ll the bles-
sings, honors, comforts, and felicities of his
kingdom, that they turned away from an an-
ticipation. ef them, and considered that the
were beneath their it notice, thoug
the ]y-,had na-doubt as to real authenticaty
of the royal ediet.

. We ask, again, wonld the king be just in
admitting these rebels toall tmn of
his kingdom, with these who d him
with the strictest integrity? We again an-
swer, Nol guch individuals would be danger-
ous characters in any S:vem_mcnt, good and
wholesome laws they despised; just and per-
fect principles they trampled under

beneath their

entirely which they had once acknowledged
to be equitable! ow could a government
be conducted with harmony if its administra-
tors were possessed with such different dis-
positions and diﬂ‘ereén principles?  Could it
prosper? Could it flourish? = Would harmo-
ny prevaill  Would order ba established, and

d justice be executed in righteousness in
all branches ofits department? No! Init
were two classes of men as dissimilar as light
is from darkness, virtue from vice, justice
from injustice, truth from i
ness from sin! One
harmless cnd virtuous: they knew what vir-
tue was for they had livedin the fullest en-.
joyment of ity and their Bdeh":g to truth fair.
y tested by a series of years of faithful obedi-
ence to all its heavenly precepts. They knew

what good order was, for they had been order-
ly and obedient to the laws imposed on them
by their wise sovereign, and had experienced

e benefits arising from a life spent in his

government tll he had now seen properto

make them equal with his son. Such indi-
viduals would indeed adorn any court where
perfection was one of its mnlnsp_ri%: of ac-
ﬁmv'm& shine ﬁu'_-m?ge fair than the richest
in the diadem o prince. . L
ga%“ other class were a set of individuals
whqtdn::l\:d' w:g ev:gmth iple qu_ ﬁ
‘wha T. and ibis 18 m m'.

Eaiit e oty AL W bos oot ISR Lers
ed by the king, which were perfectly equita~
teoug-

ble, they were so lost to a se T
ness that they disregarded those laws, not-

falsehood, and holi-

-



