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first branch of the church which emi-
grated to that country, nothing short of
an unshaken confidence in the kind in-
terposition of Providence could have
beeen sufficient to encourage her to
move forward. But this, we are pre-
pared to say, she endured without a
IuTInur.

EX She was driven, last fall, from Jack-
~ son county, by the mod, and was ne-
cessarily compelled to endure, with oth-
ers, further afflictions and privations.—
And when reflecting upon this paneful
subject, we cannot but believe, that in
that great day of retribution, when the

Lord of Hosts calls men to judgment, |

that her prayers, with other like suf-
ferers will be found recorded against
a people thus wantonly depriving the
innocent of the'comforts of this life, and
exposing them to afllictions, diseases,
and death!

She has fled to those mansions pre-
pared in the economy of the Lord, to
dwell till she comes triumphant to re-
ceive a reward with the sanctified when
peace shall crown the blessed, and the
wicked cease from troubling! And we
take this opportunity to assure our
brother, and the remaining relatives of
our sympathy, and especially as our
sister was not only among the first in
this last kingdom; has suffered with
the first, but was immersed in the liquid
grave, in imitation of the Savior’s ex-
ample, by our own hands. We only
add, that though her society was agree-
able; her walk circumspect and virtu-
ous, and her precepts and examples
worthy her profession, we cannot, we
are not willing to indulge a wish for her
return from the blessed state of peace
and perfection which she is now per-
mitted to enjoy, to further experience
the distress and misery of this life; and
we sincerely pray, that when they with
us are called to pass the same narrow
gate, and realize the certainty of death,
we may be prepared to meet her in
glory and enjoy with her eternal rest!

In Florida Mo. on the 5th of Sept.
last, sister Elizabeth M’ Cord, aged 54
years. She had been a member of the
church of the Latter Day Saints about
one year.—Editor.

Extract from the minutes of the Iigh Coun-
ril of the church of the Latter Day Sawnts, held
in Kirtland, Sept. 24, 1834.

Resolred, That a notice be published {o the

— e el —

conferences and churches abroad, signed by
the clerks of the Council, that it is hereby
decided, for the general good of the church,
as a. body, that no individual ordained here-
after, to the High Priesthood, will be acknowl-
edged in that office except they are ordained
in this Council: and that those desiring that

office, obtain proper recommends from their
respective churches.
O. COWDERY.
O. HYDE.

Clerks of Council.

05" The following communication was de-
signed to have been published in the last No..
of the Star; but owing to a press of other mat-
ter it was laid over for this No. of the Mes-
senger and Advocate. Since it was written,
upon further reflection, we have thought that
a full history of the rise of the church of the
Latter Day Saints, and the most interesting
parts of its progress, to the present time,
would be worthy the perusal of the Saints.—
[f circumstances admit, an article on this sub-
ject willappear in each subsequent No. of the
Messenger and Advocate, until the time when
the church was driven from Jackson Co. Mo.
by a lawless banditti; & such other remarks
as may be thought appropriate and interest-
ing.

That our narrative may be ecorrect, and par-
ticularly the introduction, it is proper to in-
form our patrons, that our brother J. Smrra
jr- has offered to assist us. Indeed, there are
many items connected with the fore part of
this subject that render his labor indispensible.
With his labor and with authentic documents
now in our possession, we hope to render this
a pleasing and agreeable narrative, well worth
the examination and perusal of the Saints,—
To do justice to this subject will require time
and space: we therefore ask the forbearance
of our readers, assuring them that it shall be
founded upon facts.

Norton, Medina co. Ohio, Sabbath
evening, September T, 1834,

Dear BroTrER,—

Before leaving home,
[ promised, if 1 tarried long, to write;
and while a few moments are now al-
lowed me for reflection, aside from
the cares and common conversation of
my friends in this place, [ have thought
that were 1 to communicate them to
you, might, perhaps, if they should not
prove especially beneficial to yourself,
by confirming you in the faith of the
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gospel, at lmt be Intereatmg, since it
has pleased our heavenly Father to call
us both to rejoice in the same hope of
eternal life. And by giving them pub-
licity, some thousands who have em-
braced the same covenant, may learn
something more particularupon the rise
of this church, in this last time. And
while the gray evening is fast chang-
ing into a settled darkness, my heart
-responds with the happy millions who
are in the presence of the Lamb, and
are past the power of temptation, in
rendering thanks, though feebly, to the

same Parent.
Another day has passed, into that, to

us, boundless ocean, erer~NiTY! Where
nearly six thousand years have gone
before;  and what flits across the mind
like an electric shock is, that it will
never return! Whether it has been
well improved or not; whether the prin-
ciples emanating from v who “hal-
lowed” it, have been observed; or
whether, like the common mass of time,
it has been heedlessly spent, is not for
me to say—one thing I can say—Itean
never be recalled!—it has rolled in to

assist in filling up the grand space de-

creed in the mind of its Author, till na~

ture shall have ccased her work, and
time its accustomed revolutions—when
its Lord shall have completed the gath-
ering of his elect, and with them enjoy
that Sabbath which shall never end!
On Friday, the 5th, in company with
our brother Josern Surn jr. I left
Kirtland for this place (New Portage,)
te attend the conference previously ap-
pointed. To be permitted, once more,
to travel with this brother, occasions
reflectionsof no ordinary kind. Many
have been thie fateagues and privations
which have fallen to my lot to endure,
for the gospel’s sake, since 1828, with
this brother. Our road has frequent-
ly bbeti spread with the ‘fowler’s
snare,” nnd our persons sought with

t

‘mon.”

the eagerness, of the Bavage's ferocity,
for innocent blood, by men, either hea-
ted to desperation by the insinuations
of those who professed to be ““guides
and way-marks’’ to the kingdom of glo-
ry, or the individuals themselves!—
This, 1 confess, is a dark picture to
spread before our patrons, but they will
pardon my plainness when [ assure
them of the truth. In fact, God has
so ordered, that the reflections which 1
am permutted to cast upon my past life,
relative to-a knowledge of the way of
salvation, are rendered ‘‘doubly endear-
ing.”” Not only have I been gracious-
ly preserved from wicked and unrea-
sonable men, with this our brother, but
I have seen the fruit of perseverance
in proclaiming the everlasting gospel,
immediately after it was declared to
the world in these lastdays, in a man-
ner not to be forgotten while heaven
gives my common intellect.  And what
serves to render the reflection past ex-
pression on this point is, that from his
hand 1 received baptism, by the dirsc-
tion of the angel of God—the first re-
celved into this church, in this day.

Near the time of the setting of the
Sun, Sabbathevening, April 5th, 1829,
my natural eves, for the first time be-
held tms%m!her _ He then resided in
Harmnn}, Susquehanna county Penn.
On Monday the 6th, 1 assisted him in
arranging some business of a temporal
nature; and on Tuesday the 7th, com-
menced to write the book of Mormon.

’l‘hem were days never to be forgot-

ten—tq sit under the sound of a voice
dictated by the inspiration of heaven,
awakened the utmost gratitude of this
bosom! Day after day I continued,
uninterrupted, to write from his mouth,
as he transiated, with the Urim and
Thummim, or, as the Nephites whould
have said, “Interpreters,” the history,
or record, called ‘“The book of Mor-

\
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Tonotice, in even few words, the n-
teresting account given by Mormon,
-and his faithful son Moroni, of a peo-
ple once beloved and favored of heay-

whose craftl would have been in dan-
ger, if once permitted to shine in the
faces of men, they were no longer to
us; and we only waited for the com~

en, would supercede my present de-
eign: 1 shall therefore defer this to a|baptized.” 110
future period, and as I said in the in-| This was not long desired before it
troduction, pass more dii‘ﬂﬂﬂ}’ to :-,mmei was realized. The Lord, who is rich
few incidents immediately connected!in merey, and ever willing to answer
with the rise of this church, which may | the consistent prayer of the humble, af-
be entertaining to some thousands who ! ter we had called upon him in a fervent

mandment to be given, “Arise and bs

have stepped forward, amid the frowns

of bigots and the calumny of hypocrites,
and embraced the gospel of Christ.

No men in their sober senses, could
translate and write the directions giv-

manner, asice from the abodes of men,
condescended to manifest to us his will.
'On a sudden, as from the midst of eter-
nity, the voice of the Redeemer spake
‘peace to us, while the vail was parted

en to the Nephites, from the mouth of and the angel of God came down clo-

the Savior, of the precise manner in
which men should build up his church,

and cspecially, when corruption had'
spread an uncertainty over all forms

end systems practiced among men,

thed with glory, and delivered the anx-
iously looked for message, and the
keys of the gospel of repentance!—
What joy! what wonder! whatamaze-

without desiring a privilege of sfmwing,
® L I
the willingness of the heart by being |

buried in the liquid grave, to answer a

*‘good conscience by the resurrection of |

Jesus Christ.”

mentt While the world were racked and
distracted—while millions were group-
ing as the blind for the wall, and while
all men were resting upon uncertainty,
as a general mass, our eyes hﬂhﬂld_—;-
our ears heard. As in the “blaze of

After writing the account given ni‘! day;’* yes, more—above the glitte'r,qf

the Savior’s ministry to the remnant of| the May Sun beam, which then shed

the seed of Jacob, upen this continent,
it was easily to be seen, as the proph-|
et said wogld e, that darkness cover-
ed the earth an8 gross darkness the
minds of the people. On reflecting

its brilliancy over the face of nature!
Then his yoice,though mild, pierced,
to the center, and his words, ¢I am
thy fellow-servant,” dispelled every
fear. We listened—we gazed —wd®

further, it was as easily to be seen,

admired! "Twas the voice of the an-

that annid the great strife and neise|gel from glory—’twas a message from
concerning réligion, none had author-| the Most High! and as we heard we
ity from God to administer the ordi-| rejoiced, while his love enkindled upon
nances of the gospel. For, the qes-| our souls, and we were rapt in the vis-
tion might be asked, have men author- ion of the Almighty! Where was
ity to administer in the name of Christ, Toom for doubt? No where: uncer-
who deny revelations? when his testi-| tainty had fled, doubt had a'unk, no
mony is no lessthan the spiritof proph- more to rise, -while fiction and daeep- .
ecy? and his religion based; built, and| tion had fled foreverl gl
sustained by immediate revelations in| But,dear brother think, furtherthink
all ages of the world, when he has had| fora moment, what joy ﬁlledﬁnr hﬁ&l‘tﬂ |

a people on earth? If these facts were! and pvith what surprise we ﬁna‘thnra ,'
buried, and carefully concealed by men' bowed,(for who would not have ’ho:ed ¢
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~ the knce for such a blessing?) when
we reccived under his hand the holy
priesthood, as he said, “‘upon you my
fellow servants, in the name of Messi-
ah 1 confer this priesthood and this au-
thority, which shall remain upon earth,
that the sons of Levi may yet offer an
offering unto the Lord in rightcous-

el 7?7
/1 shall not attempt to paint to you the

feelings of this heart, nor the majestic
beauty and glory which surrounded us
on this occasion; but you will believe
me when I say, that earth, nor men,

with the cloquence of time, cannot be-
gin to clothe language in as interesting
and sublime a manner as this holy per-
sonage. No; nor has this earth pow-
er to give the joy, to bestow the peace,
or comprehend the wisdom which was
contained in each sentenceas they were
delivered by the power of the Holy
Spirit! Man may deceive his fellow
man; deception may follow deception,
and the children of the wicked one may
have power to seduce the foolish and

=

To-day the church in this place as-
sembled, and were addressed on the
great and important subject of salva-
tion by brother Jarep CarTER, follow-
ed by brother Sipxey Ricpon. The
cheering truths ably and cloguently
advanced by these brothren were like
“apples of gold in baskets of silver.”—
The saints listened with attention, after
which bread was broken, and we offer-
ed another memorial to our Lord that
we remembered him.

I must close for the present: my
candle is quitc extinguished, and all na-
ture scems locked in silence, shrouded
in darkness, and enjoying that repose
so necessary to this life. But the pe-
riod is rolling on when night will close,
and those who are found worthy will

Tinherit that city where neither the

light of the sun'nor moon will be neces-
sary! “for the glory of God will light-
en it, and the Lamb will be the light
thereof.” |

0. COWDERY.

To W. W. Puerrs, Esq.

untaught, till nought but fiction fcﬂdsﬁ P. S. 1 shall write you again on

the many, and the fruit of falschood
carries in its current the giddy to the
grave; but one touch with the finger
*of his love, yes, one ray of glory from
the upper world, or one word from the
.'muth of the Savior, from the bosom
" of eternity, strikes it @il into insignifi-
cance, and blots it forever from the
mind! The assurance that we were in
the prescnce of an angel; the certainty
that we heard the voice of Jesus, and
the truth unsullied as it flowed from a
pure personage, dictated by the will of
God, is to me, past description, and 1
shall ever look upon this expression of
the Savior’s goodness with wonder and
thanksgiving while 1am permitted to
tarry, and in those mansions where
perfection dwells and sin never comes,
I hope to adore in that DAY which
ghall never ceasc!® \fl -

l
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the subject of the Conference.. 0. C.

* I will hereafter give yon a full history of
the rise of this church, up to the time stated
in my introduction; which will necessarily
embrace the life and charaetgr ofthis brother.
I shall therefore leave the history of baptism,
&e. till its proper place.
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