LATTER DAY SAINTS’
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Letier No. 10,

Dear BroTeRr 15 THE Lonp:
Other 1important

business has prevented me {rom an-
swering your Tth letter, addressed to
me, through the columuns of the Mes-
senger and Advocate of July last, until

now. Upon reading that letter, I per-
ceive, that the subject, to which it
mainly relates, isso well set forth,

and ‘.the description of Cumorah so {aith-
fully given, that an attempt for me to
add any thing, would appear somewhat
superfluous. 1, therefore, in this com-
munication, shall do little more than
glance at the book of Mormen, That
book is one-of the most valuable treas-
ures of the last days, and at once con-
nected with the angel’s visit to Br. J.
Smith jr. In fact,it mav,in one- sense,
be ca[led the fmuﬂdatmn. or  starting
point of the chureh of Christ, or r.thurch
of latter day saints.

Itis a good book and no kmwst per-
son can read it, without (eeling grate-
ful to God, for the knuwledgﬂ it con-
tains: if humb!e, any one that reads
and recetves it, will rejoice for the ful-
ness of . the gospel, which it so simply
sets forth to the. understanding and
comprehension of the commenest,ca-
pacity. = Such who read and ask in
faith, are very apt to embrace its truth
for the truth’s sake, because the truth
makes them free, .and they Know: the
right way to be saved in the kmrrdum
of God.

Fro the fivst time T read thm vol-
ume ef volumes, even till now, [ have
been struck with a kind of sacred joy
at its title page. - One like it 1 have
never scen; it seems like a history
itself: it shows to a disciple of the
Lord Jesus, like the face and eyes of
the body of matter that ﬁ::ﬂﬂws I will
let it shuw for itself.

The Book or Moraox: An account
written by the hand of Mormon, wpon
plates taken froﬂ: the plates. J] Ngphi.

Wherefore it is an abridgement of |
the Record of the Peaple of Nephis ::mm:l1
also of the Lamanites; written to
Lamanites, which are a remnant pf‘
the House of Tsrael; and also to Jew
and Gentile; written by way of com-
mandiment, and also by the spirit of

of |

and sealed up, and hid up unto the
Lord, that they might not be destroyed;
to come forth by the gift and power of
Ged, unto the interpretation thereof;
sealed by the hand of Moroni, and hid
up unto the Lord, to come forth in due
time by the way uf' Gentile; the inter-
pretation thereof by the gilt of God.

An abridgment taken Imm the book
of Ether, dlsn, which is a record of the
People of Jared, which were scattered
at the time the Lord confounded the
language of the people when they were

uliqlmg a tower to get to Heaven:

which is to shew unto the remnant of
the house of  Israel how great things
the Lord hath done for their iathurs.
and that they may know the covenants
of the Lord, that they arc not cast off
forever; and also o the convineing of
the Jew and Gentile that Jesus is the
Christ, the Eternal God, manifesting
H:mself unto. all nations, And now Ty
there be fault, it be the mistake of men;
wherefore eondemn not the things of
God, that ye may be found sputiﬂ.sa at
the judgement seat of Christ.

Here is no dark insinuation: no ref-
erence fo some other author for a mot-
to; mo explanation wanted; ne; all s
clear: ‘*Condemnnot the things of God,
that ye .may be_found spﬂt!fss at the
Jjudgment seat of Christ.” How pleas
ant and Bappy. would have’ beon the
situation of millions of mankind, if they
had followed such guad instruction ag
this?  Alas! whenever 1 hear a man
judge the book of Mermon béfore he
has read it, I fear be will be found
spoited at thr: judgment seat of  his
hnl Judge! |
Vheney er. [ “have’ muhinted upon
the book of Mormion, and fooked ahead
at the glory ‘which ‘will "be’ bréught to
pass l:-}r that, and the servants of God,
L have been filled: wlth hope;  filled
with light; filled ‘with joy, and filled

with satisfaction. ™’ What a wonderful
il pariet bla¥ 'S glarinie 1 wnanre! By
thdat book T learried the rTght way to

God; by that beok I received the ful-
I ness of the ev erlasting gospel; by that
book | found the new covenant; by

that book 1 learned when  the Lord
would gather scattered Isracl; by that
book 1 saw that the Lord had set his

Prophecy and of Revelation. Wiritten,

hand the wcenri tlma to gather his
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people, and place them in their own
land; by that book I learned that the

of the remnants of Israel; by that book
| learned that the new Jerusalem, even
Zion was to be built up on this conti-
nent; by that book I found a key to
the holy prophets; and bv that book
began to unfold the mysteries of God,
and I was made glad. Who can tell
his goodness, or estimate the worth of
such abook? He only who is directed |
by the Holy Ghost in all things, and
has kept all his Lord’s commandments |
blameless through life.

- I think the saints—all honest men, |
who read the book of Mormon for the
truth’s sake, will agree with me in say-
ing, that it is one of the best books in
the world. | care nothing about the
folly of the slanderer, bawling *‘“Jo
Smith!” *false prophet” ¢“mormon-
ites!” &e. For alllany charge or law
suit, they have prefered against Jo-
seph Smith jr. he remains unharmed,
and like one of the children ecast intc
the fiery furnace,his garments have not
the smell of fire. , False prophet seems
to stick to them that eried it so vehe-
mently, and the sainte gain as the
spring verdure after a goodly shower.
The book of Mormon, is just what it
was when it first came forth—a reve-
lation from the Lord. The knowledge
it contains is desirable; the doetrine it
teaches is {rom the blessed Savior; its
precepts are good; its principles right-
eous; its judgments justs its style sim-
{:}e,'gnd_ its language plain: so that a
way-faring man, though a fool, need
not err therein.

I am sensible that many err as to the
great value of this book, for want of
proper knowledge goncerning it; or,
through a lack of faith in the power
and goodness of God. If men would
reflect a moment, then humble them-
selves before the Lord, and ask in [aith,
they might be satisfied that the Book
of Mormon is a “heavenly treasure,”
and as estimable in its holy precepts

and examples for salvation. as the ha-
ly bible. A eomparison of the two will

prove this. If the majority of mankind.

rejoice and say, truth isl?tht, and light

: comes from God.
poor Indians of America were some |

The revelation to ‘the “*Three Wit-

nesses,”” is one of t importance; it

simply shows how the Lord gave them
a view of the plates, and other sacred
things. It is as follows:

“‘Behold I say unto you, [Oliver Cowdery,
David Whitmer and Martin Hnrriﬁl,f] that you
must rely upon. my word, which if you do,
with full purpose of heart, you shall have a
view of the plates, and also the breastplate,
the sword of Laban, the Urim and Thummimn,
which were given to the brother of Jared up-
on the mount, when he talked with the Lord
face 1o face, and the miraculous directors
which were given to Lehi while in the wilder-
ness, on the borders of the red sea; and it is
by your faith that you shall obtain a view of
lgem, even by that faith which was had by
the prophets of old. .

And afrer that you have obtained faith, and
have seen them with your eyes, you thall tes-
tify of them, by the power of God; and this
you shall do that my servant Joseph Smith,
jr- may not be destroyed, that I may bring
about my righteous pu:ﬁns'e# unto the chil-
dren of men, in this wo And ye shall tes-
tify that you have seen them, even as my
servant Joseph Smith, j

jr- has seen them, for
it is by my power that he has seen them, and
it is because he had faith: and he has transla-
ted the book, even that part which I have
commanded him, and as your Lord and your
God liveth, it is true. .

Wherefore you have received the same
power, and the same faith, and the same gift
like unto him; and if you do these last com-
mandments of mine, which I have given you,
the gates of hell shall not prevail against you;
for my grace is sufficient for you: and you
shall be lifted up at the last day. Andl,
Jesus Christ, your Lord and your God, have
spoken it anto you, that 1 rm%];t bring about
my righteous purposes unto the children of
men.. Amen.” . |

This revelation is complete: The
testimony it bears of the book of Mor-
mon—*it .is true’—is enough; it is
eternal, and the rivers, and mountains;
yea, the earth and the heavens are wit-
ness. When this novelous, and adul-
terous generatiun is lost among its a-
bominations, as an evil mass, unfit for
the glory of God, the book of Mormon
will be one of the precious things which
will continue among the righteous from
generation to generation forever and
ever. The freedom of soul should be
enjoyed by all on carth, as well as the
freedom of speech. This life is short,
but the next is eternal: wherefore I am

would give as much credit to the state- | anxious that all that will may come to

ments of their fellow beings who certi-
fy to the truth of this book, as they do
to the foolish lies that are put in cir-

culation by wretches of no character,
they would believe it upon testimony.
Not a few, then, but thousands, would

|

tie . knowledge of the truth, as it is in
Christ Jesus, and be saved {rom the ca-
lamities which await the wicked in this
life; and the torment they must endure
in a kingdom of no glory.

[ need not bring line upon line; pre-
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cept upon precept; truth upon truth;
letter upen letter; argument upon argu-
ment; and witness upon witness, to
prove the book of Mormona revelation
from God: It is a witness of itself: the
light of heaven is manifest in it. One
word about hecaven: The Gentile world
supposes heaven to be a great way off;
—a place of spirits;—but 1 allow hea-
ven to be near, and that it will be on
land: 1n support of this, Ishall quote
the 85th Psalm: *

“Lord, thou hast been favorable unto thy
land: thou hast brought back the captivity of
Jacob. Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of
thy people, thou hast covered all their sin.
Selah. Thou hast taken away all thy wrath;
thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of
thine anger. Turn us, O God of our salva-
tion, and cause thine anger towards us to
cease. Wilt thon be angry with us forever?
Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all genera-
tions? Wilt thou not revive us again; that
thy people may rejoice inthee? Shew us th
merey, O Lorp, and grant us thy salvation.
I will hear what God the Lorp will speak:
forjhe will speak ]iaea_ue unto his people, and |
to his sainte: but let them not turn again to
folly., Surely his salvation is nigh them that
fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.
Merey and truli are met together; righteous-
ness and peace have kissed eack other. Truth
shall spring out of the earth; and righteous-
ness shall look down from hraven. ' Yea, the
Lorp shall give that which is good: and our
land shall yield her increage. Righteonsness
shall go before him; and shall set us in the
way of his steps.” | '

From this Psalm, I draw a econclu-
sion, that the Lord will bless the land,

and bless the saints upon it, with all
the good things that will gladder the
heart, delight the eye, please the taste,
and happify the soul; yea it will be the
garden of Eden—a paradise on earth.
For tidings so glorious: a system so
expansive; a plan so noble; and a
prospect so eongenial with my feelings,
I am willige to acknowledge myself
indebted e revelatious ol God, con-
tained in the bible,- the book of Mor-
mon, the book of commandments and
all other good books, which alike have
come and will come unto the world, by
the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.
I glory in revelations from the Lord,
and think when the prophecy of  good
old Jeremah is fulfilled, the eartl will
be filled with knowledge which will be
revealed. It reads: e

“‘Behold, I will bring 1t health and cure,
“and [ will eure them, and will reveal unte
them the abundance of peace and truth. And
[ will cause the captivity of Judah and the
caplivity of Jsrael ?u return, and will build
them as at the fiest. And [ will cleanse them

from all their iniquity, whereby they have
sinned against me; and I will pardon ail their

iniquities, whereby they haye sinned, and
whereby they have trangressed against me.”’

But I will close my quotations for
the present. The vexations and per-
plexities which: seem to be the lot of
this generation, are tolerable strong
evidenice of what is at hand; and as, in
trouble, and tribulation; and calamities;
and glory, and honor, and power, &v-
éry part strengthens a part, as signsto
them that believe, o0 do all these things
| foretell that the coming of the Lordis
nigh, 34
AS ever, _ |
_ W. W. PHELPS.
To Ouwver . Cowpery:

Tu- the elders
ter Dan Saints.

After so long a time, and after so
many things having been said, I feel it

of the church of Lat-

y | my duty to drop a few hints, that, per-

haps, the elders, traveling through the
world to wamn the inhabitants of the
earth fo flee the wrath to conie, and
save themselves from this untoward
generation, may be aided in a measure,
in doetrine, and in the way of their du-
ty. I have been labormmg in this c¢ause
for eight years, daving whicli time |
have traveled much, and have had
much experierce. - 1 removed from
Senecacounty, N. Y. toGeauga cotin-
ty, Ohio, in f:‘uhruary, 1831. * |

Having received, by ah heavenly
vision, a commandment, in June fol-
lowing, to take my journey to the wes-
tern boundaries of the State of Missou-
rl, and there designate the very spot,
which was to be the central spot, for

ithe comnmencement of the gatherrng

together of those who embrace the ful-
ness of the evierlasting gospel—I accor-
dingly undertook the journey with cer-
tain ones of my brethren, and, after a
long and tedious journey, suflering
many privations and hardships, I ar-
rived in Jackson county Missouri; and,
after viewing the couniry, seeking dil-
igently at the hand of God, he mani-
fested himself nnto me, and designa-

ted to me and others, the very spot u'!.)-
01l whiich he Jﬂ-n:Ennr" tA roormmanen f

work of the gathering, and the upbuild-
ing of an holy eity, which should be
called Zion:—Zjon because it is to be
a place of righteousness, and all who
build thereon, are to worship the true
and living God—and all believe in one
doctrine even the dactrine of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.






