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he insisted on my answering him yes
or no, 1 replied that I did not consider
myself under the least obligation to
answer any of his questions till after
my discourse, in which 1 would set
forth our sentiments asa society in
plainness, after which he or any gen-
tleman present should have the privi-
le ‘
pugt?licly every erroneous principle, but
He insisted ot knowing what our chureh
believed before preaching. Ahout this
time the congregation began to stamp
with {Heir feet.and hiés, they also be-
gan to be divided the more part were
determined to hear, while the remain-
der said that I should not preach, and
the whole house was in an uproar
some crying one thing and some an-
bthér, some crying liberty of con-
science as loud as they could hallow;
while others were yelling delusion, im-
postor &ec. and they began to contend
bne with another veéry sharply, becom-
ing angry they proceeded to blows,
two or three were knocked down in
{he school house, the noise was such
for one or two hours that it might have
been heard some distance, but I stood
in the pulyit very much composed lift-
ing my heart in silent prayer that the
Lord would deliver me out of their
hands unhurt; some threatened to lay
violent hands upon me while others
said I was a stranger and they would
protect me, but one man laid hands up-
on me who reached over the pulpit and
gave me a sudden pull against the side
of the same; at length some gentlemen
present kindly assisted me in escaping
they opened one of the pulpit doors
took me by the hand and we passed
through their midst. The whole con-
gregation however followed us thiough
the main st. of the village and seeing
myself surrounded by a multitude part
ftiends and part foes I concluded the
better way of escape would be to go
into a tavern and pass out the back
door, which I accordingly did, being
accompanied with two men as guides.
I travelled that night to Mount Pleas~
ant on toot and alone pondering npon
the scene through which 1 had passed
and the corruptions of this %enertiun,
the next day the people in Brantford
sent an express requesting me to come
the next evening and preach with an
assurance that [ should be protected.—
I accordingly went had a crowded
house and good attention, after my dis-

of taking exceptions and exposing
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course gave liberty 4 arose, one at a
time and brought forth their objections
tull they run themselves out of argu-
ments and some of the assembly began
to hiss at them, the meeting was closed
and the people departed without any
disturbance.

Thus we can sce the zeal of the re-
ligious denominations of our land in
opposing what they call Mormonism.

| tarried in the province not far
from two months held 34 meetings, bap-
tized 12 and then took my journey to
Jefferson co. N. Y. in which vicinity 1
bave held fifty six meeticgs baptized
14 attended one conference in the same
county at which there were 13 more
that came forward in baptism two el-
ders and two teachers were ordained:
The truth seems to be progressing in
these parts.

ORSON PRATT.

Kirtland, Sept. 1836.
DeARr Sir: |

The following objections to
the book of Mormon were proposed by
a gentleman of Toronto, U. C. the an-
swers were furnished for the use of a
friend, and are now offered for publi-
cation, with prayer to God that he will
make them subserve the cause of truth
and righteousness.

I am your brother in thé bonds of

the gospel.
J. GOODSON.
Oliver Cowdery, Esgq.

1st ““How is it that the same style is
observed throughout the whole, though
given in different and to different
people.”  From this I infer the object-
ors opinion to be, that the word of God;
if given in different ages and to differ-
ent persons must discover diversity of
style. So that the word of the Lord,
(as far as style is concerned) is sub-
ject to the conditions of a certain age
and a certain person. DBut John says
“In the beginning was the word, and
the word was with God and the word
was God.” Therefore the converse is
the truth—that ages and persons are
subject to his word.

2d ““How comes it that the quotations
from scripture are given in the same
language, in the same words as we
have them in the bible?” This objec-
tion is made without comparing the two
word for word, orelse the objector has
knowingly suppressed the truth: for he
could not have so compared them with-
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out discovering. not merely that words
are occasionally expunged, but that
waords sentences and sometimes whele
verses are introduced which beautily
the style, and render the sense full and
complete. If completeness.of sense,
wnd perspicuity of style, pertain to
good writing, the querist shall see
those advantages enjoved by the book
of Mormon, by comparing the sixth
chapt. of the first book of Nephi with
the 48th end 49th of Isaiah. T'he add-
cd sentences and verses found in the
baok of Mormon were surcly indited
by the Spirit which indited the whole:
they are equally beautiful and sublime:
and the querist thought so to when he
read them, if not, I must conclude that
he was unable to discern, between
what was indited by the Spiritof proph-
cey & what is not. For | caunot but be-
lieve that he discovered the difference
but forbore making mention of it.—
For remember that he says the quola-
tions from scripture arc in the seme
words

3d *Is it not rather singular that
these scriptures going through the
channels of the Hebrew and Greek
languages into the coptic or Egyptian,
should finally appear in our own tonguc

in the exact words of our own trans-

lators of the scriptures?” In another
place the objector says ( without proof)
that up to the time of Lehi the proph-
cts prophesied in Hebrew only.—
Therefore he contradicts himsell by
saying that the scriptures came through
the channels of the Hebrew and Greet.
History supports this view, relerring
the first translation of the Pentateuch
into Greek to about 285 years belore
Christ.

4th *“There are several words used
as taken from this reflormed Egyptian
prophecy, which arc no mare Egyp'ian
than Chippewa, {or instance the words
Jesus and Christ.”” T may nowsalely
denounce this objector, 1gnorant pre-
sum and incompetent to hundle
the matter he has undertaken. 'I'he
book of Mormon is an English trans]a-
tion of a prophecy delivered in relor-
med Egyptian, and this sapient ¢ itic
wishes to know whyv it should contain
words which are mot Egvptan: or
words which are curient in the Eng-
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are understood, It matters not the Jeast
their vetymology.  Take wpotice that
this querist objects to an Heglish trans-
lation of an Egypticn writing, beeruse
it contains words which «re nol Egyvp-
o aecording to him, a tronsls-
tion from reformed Egyptian shenld
consist of reformed Egvptian werds:
and on the same prineijple a trouslution
from Greek should consist of Gieek
words, a translation from French of
[French words: in short there could be
no such “thing as a translationt  The
Hebrew word «Jehoshus’” or v Jashua™
whon traoslated ints Greek is ¢ Josus,”
both words ‘sgonifying “iHe who' shall
save.” © 'The Hebrew word #Messial?
when translated into Greek is «“Christ”
both words signifying ““Annointed ef
God.” Lactantivs an ancient author
observes ¢*Christ is not a proper name,
but denotes power: for the Jews used
to give this appellation to their kings,
calling them Chrict or annointed Ly
reason of their snered unction.” "The
words Jesus and Christ theiefore are
radically neither English nor Greck,

| for both bave Hebrew roots.

bth “How came Fzra who compiled
the scriptures to his own time, to over-
lvok the prophecy of Lehi” 1 will
now ask a question or rether nine ques-
tions which are valid or invalia accor-
ding to that of the querist.  He shail
take any one of them, and iff he can
answer I promise to do so hkewise.—
How came lzra who comjled the
scriptures up fo his own time to over
look *'the prophesy of 'Enoch, the book
of the Wars of the Lord—"The boak of
Nathan the propl.et—The book of Gad
the Scer—The prophecy of Ahijah—
The vision of lddo—"The book of the
prophet Shemainh—The book of Jehu
—The book of the prophet . Isaiah
which he wrote of the acts of Uzziah
first and last.”

6th “\Why was not Lehi’s prophecy
relerred to by our Bavior or the evan-
gelists, as  being fulfitled in dilferent
incigents of his life, secing the proph-
ecv was &0 very clear, that there cou'd
have been no mistake about it.”  Lehi
prophesied of no incidents in the life of
our Saviors at least none are recorded
in the book of Mormon. Therefore O
Querist, dont be surprised that prophe-

lish language. Is it potthe duty of|cies are not referred to, which for any
o translator to use those words which | thing we know were never recorded.—
are best understood by the people for|Supposing that Lehi had prophesied of
whom hs translates o as the words | certain incidents in the life of our Lord,
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it would not be safe 19 reject him as a Minutes of Conference.
felse preshet bocause the now testa-| At a confcrence of Elders of the
inent writers have not referved to him: {church of Latter Day Saints, convened
they do not reler to Isalal’s prophecy {in the town of Amity, Allegany countyy
conceraing the rich man’s making the | N. Y. on the 17th of September, 1836:
mh, but merely  record the event|on motion of Elder L. T Coons, Elder
yfuliills tha propheew. Cyrus Smalling was called to the chair,
lops ot Apaear o, w2 that the jand Elder’Jaseph M. "Cole "appoinied’
4 ix da pesd ol n revelation of [Clerk. ‘The conference was then open-
sove samd’ ‘Tois mam turps fed by praver by the chairmans aftor
v Lrom the only chureh upon earth [which the clerk presented Benjamin
which was founded upon and is gov- 3. Wilbur, Amos Babeock, and Abram
crred by revelation (the roek upon | Rose to the conference for ordination,
vhich Cheist suid - e would found 1t) [as recommended by the branch of the
2nd savs she has no nwed of i, But fchurch of Latter Day Saints in How-
porhrps he means that the church |ard, Steubcucounty.  Richard Maoa,
whichi i3 net founded upon that rock lol the branch in Amity, was also pre-
h=s no need  of it in which | concur. {sented by Eld. L. T. Coons, for ordi-
‘or the Mother of hariots with &l her [ nation: After which the conference
dauehtors of harlutry, will pever ob-|proceeded to ordain the aboyve. named
tiin revelations, though they  will ob- [brethren to the office of Elders in the
tain power ol the Devil to work mira- [church of Latter Day Saints.  ‘Fhose
cles. Here the objectdr turas a cer-|{ordained were then particularly ad-
n wriling reve/aiion, and says the [dressed by the chairman and Elder J..
Wl
f
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church has no need of it.  Forbear to | 'T. Coons, who set forth in a plain but
it revelation, or speak out and say, | impressive manner some of the duties
ihat Geod has revealed what the church | belonging to the office of an Elder.

docs not want.  The words *of the a-| The conlerence was closed by pray-

Love stamp™ are surely excessivelyjer by Eld. Hiram Kellog.

|
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rtupid when applied ty a revelation. CYRUS SMALLING,
The whole of these objections | con- Chairman. °

cider an imbecile display of self-sufi-| Josepu M. Core, Clerk.
ciencv. 'The Bock of Mormon was |
translated by the giftand powerof God,{ The minutes of a conferenc were
and that is the full and complete an- ! recently put into our hands purporting
swer 1o all the objections against the [to have been held on the 19th of April
stvle.  And it iz strong proof of this, |last, in the town of Dresden county
that its style is entirely dissimilar to|of Muskingum and State of Ohio.
that of any other book. The only| Elder Seymour Brunson was pres-
book that bears any resemblance is the |ent and ofliciated as Chairman and
Rible: but the simplicity of the Book | Richard C. Wetherbee, as clerk. Six
of Mormon far exceeds that. Every |elders of the church were present and
person who has cultivated in  writing, | after prayer and due examination, the
kaows that true simplicity is of the | council thought proper to ordain broh-
most dificult attainment. Those au-|er James Reeves to the office of an el-
thors who are remarkable for sublim-|der.
ity are also remarkable for simplicity. | R |
In the Book of Mormon we find such| Elder Libeus T. Coons states to us
creat subject as atonement justice good | verbally that he left Kirtland on the
and evil Resurection et cetora treated | 12th of April travelled and preached
with childlike simplicity. The most|mostly in the State of New-York where
educated man in existenc?, is incapa- | notwithstanding the prejudice and pre-
ble of writing a single page like that|possessionof men, he proclaimed the
book. Talk no more about delusiom. | word as opportunity offered aand doors
The man who can belicve thata .ﬂPG{lﬁdr ﬂﬂq as he trusts, Ia_ﬂ a favora-
person uninspired could discourse of | blo impression upon the minds of ma-
such profound subjects with more ease | ny that were before darkened by big-
and simplicity than Isaiah Paul or Pe-|otry and superstition. The Elder tar-
ter—1 say the man who can believe | ried at no time long in any place, bay-
this, i= the subject of deep and awful|ing travelled about one thousand six
Jelusion. hundred miles by land and water, du




