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thun here supposed, as its velocity appeared to
be very great,but as I heard no explosion by
which its true distance and altitude migh* have
been determined, the elevation of one mile is
but hypothesis. The meteor of the 18th Au-
gust, 1793, described by Mr. Cavello, in the
Philosephical Transactions of London for 1784

he places by vague and uncertain data at an|

clevation from the earth of 56 1-2 miles, and
pretends to have heard the explosion twelve
sninutes after, at 130 miles distance!

|
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That these substances *must be fTormed at the
moment of discharge, we do not think neeces
sary. Their ascent and descent would depend

entirely on the amount of gas they contain.
» Theidea of accounting for the shower of

|| flesh and blood on this theory is certainly pew

to us, and deserves,we think ajsecond thought,’
We think the following scriptures will ex-

i plain it mdre scripturally, if not more phile-

sophically.
And there shall be signs in thesun, and in

May not each of these jellies be the residum |} the moon, and in the stars, and upon the earth,

or symthetical resu't of the combustion or dis-
charge of a large portion of gasses, through an
electrical agent?
tendency of their motion shows that their spe-
cific gravity is much more than that of the at-
mosphere, and that they therefore must be form-
ed at the moment of discharge.

*The editor putsdireetly afrer this the account
of the shower of flesh and blood that fill late-
ly in South Carolina, and says perhaps Mr. B.’s
theory will explain it. There may be some-

thing in this; and the two suhstances noticcd
in each case may result from the same cause,

agd that so often laughed at under the name of
‘a shower of flesh and blood’ be a very phile-
rophic and true thing after all.

But Mr, B. is mistaken in calling them me-
teors in the common acceptation of that term,
we have no hesitation in saying. Those fiery
rasses that pass so rapidly through the air, ac-
companied often with lond detonations and
throwing off fragments thati reach the earth, are
something entirely different. Those fragments
are stone and are hurled so violently as to be
embedded in the soil. The meteor described
by Mr.Cavello, in 1783, and te which Mr, Ben-
net refers, we take to be an entirely different
thing from ordinary shooting stars. That it had
a great altitude is also highly probable, for
some of them most certainly have. The heavy
stones which they have frequently hurled to
the earth, would bave eflectually demolished,
we think, the maid’s milk pail. The substance
of the meteoric showers, so called, no one pre-
ténds toknow, They are supposed, however,
to be entirely different from the erdinary shoo-
ing stare,

The falling star that any one may see of a
clear n:ght, has loug been regarded by philos-
ophers as a gelalinous matter, inflated with

phosphuretted hydrogen gas: and the splendid ||

meteor of Mr. Bennet was doubtless one of
theee ordinary shooting stars appearing very
bright by its proximity. The gelatinous sub-
etance he found, accords with the experience
ead theory of others, and indeed is a very sin-
gular and cucious corroboration of them,
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distress of nations with perplexity:? Luke,
XXI; 25.

‘And I will show wonders in the heavens
and in the earth, dlood and fire, and pillare of
smoke. The sun shall be tarned into darkness,
and the moon into blood, before the great and
terrible day of the Lord shall comes Joel, 11:
30, 31.—En. |
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ANCIENT RUINS.

Il

i was translated there was very little known
| about ruined cities and dilapidated buildings.

Every day adds fresh testimony to the alteady
accumulated evidence on the authenticity of
the ¢ Book of Mormon,” At the time that book

The general presumption wae, that no people
possessing more intelligence than our present
race of Indians had ever inbabited this conti-
| nent, and the accounts given in the Book of
Mormon concerning large cities and civilized
people having inhabiied this land, was generel-
ly disbelieved and pronounced a humbug.
Priest, since then has thrown some light on
this interesting subject. Stephens in his ¢ In_
cidents of Travels in Central America,” has
thrown in a flood of testimony, and from the
following statements it is evident that the Bock
of Mormon does net give a more extensive ac-
count of large and populous cities than these
discoveries now demonstrate to be even in ex-
istence.—Eb.
(From the Texas Telegraph, Oct. 11.)
We have been informed by a gentleman who

[ has travereed a large portion of the Indian coun-

try of Northern Texas, and the country lying
between Santa Fe and the Pacifie, that there
are vestiges of ancient cities and ruined castles
or temples on the Rjo Puerco and on the Colo:-
ado of the west. He says that on one of the
branches of the Rio Puerco, a few days travel
from Santa Fe, there is an imnense pile o
ruins that appear to belong to an ancient tem-

| ple. Poriions of the walls are siill standing,

consisting of huge blocks of limestone regular-
Iy bewn, and laid in cement. The building
occupies am extent of more than an scre. Itis

tWo or three storics high, has no reof, but eon.
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taing many rooms generally of a square form, , moth ,Cave of Kentucky, and other subterra-
without windows, and the lower roows are so || rean wonders dwindle into littlenese. The
derk and gloomy that they resemble eaverns|f American continent, whea fully explored, will
rather than the apartments of an edifice built{l will be found to contain the most magniticent
for a human habitation.—Our informant did net § natural curiosities in the world.”
give the style of architecture, but he belicves haibiag
it could not be erected by Spaniards or Euro-|| Accounts from Java of the 6th of June, state
peans, as the stones are much worn by the rains, || that an earthquake had occurred at Nias, which
and indicate that the building has stbod several || destroyed a great many houses, and that num-

hundred years, I'rom his description we are || bers of the inhabitants were buried in the ruins.
induced to believe that it resembles the rnins

of Palengue or Otulun. He says there are many Nearly all the barracks in Ireland are in a
similar Tuins on the Colorado of the West, || state of military defence. This looks asif the

which empties into the Californian sea. In|| British Government was preparing for the worst.
one of the valleys of the Cordileras traversed by TR

this river, and about four hundred miles from| «Mypieriss.—Reuben H. Brown publisheés in
its mouth, there isa large temple still standing, || the Portland American an appeal to the pcopie
its walls and spires presenting scarcely any || called * Millerites,?” that be has given away all
trace of dilapidation, and were it not for the| his money to various brethren and in aid of the
want of a roof it might stull be rendered babita- | canse under the impression that the world wae
ble. Near it, scattered along the declivity of a| to come toan end on the 14th of April. His wife
mountain, are the ruins of what must have been || to!d him better, but he wonld not listen to her.
once a large city. The traces of a large aque-|l and some of the Mi!lerites told him he was crazy,
duet, part of which is however in the solid{ but took his money. Now he says he finds that
rock, are still visible. Neither the Indians re-} although the world has by no means come to
siding in theé vicinity, nor the oldest Spanish | an end, his money has. He wants them to re-
settlers of the nearest settlements, can give any || fund, but they place their fingers on their ncses
account of the origin of these buildings. They || and tell him he ¢ can’t come it  Well; serv-
merely know that they have stood there from|jed him right.”’

the earliest periods to which their traditions | S s S A
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tions from the northern regions of America,| = .. S wr x vrwr~~

-may find in these ancient edifices many subjects CITY OF NAUVOO,
e e | MONNDAY. JANUARY 1, 1844.
* PamevoyeNA,—The brig Foster, from Bath, I EDITORIAL ADDRESS.

(Me.) on her passage to Key Wesr, reports that|| We now present ourselves before our readers
on the 21st Nov. duringa gale at sea, “ A huge| in a new volume at the commeneement of
ball resembling fire, about the size of 2 hogs- || another year, Forty-four has come rolling up-
head, appeared between the two masts of thellonus with all its responsibilities, leaving the
vessel, about 30 or 40 feet from the deck, and| events that have transpired in the by-gone year
burst with a report like that of u heavy clap of|| to mingle with these bafore the flood: ond we
thunder, followed by a sharp flash of lightning, || are new ushered forth with the rapidity of the
stunning nearly all on board. It was ineed an whirling spheres, into the cumbrous, the un-
“awfully beautiful” sight—the emenating|| certain, the unknown future. In resuming
rparks illuminating the air for several minates|| our onerous duties, of an editorial nature, we
after the explosion.” commence by wishing our readers a happy new
year.

*¢ Wonperron Cave v Jowa.—In the lead In reflecting upon the past, we have mapy
district, within a few.miles of the town of Du|| pleasing recollections. We have witnessed the
Buque, is a cave lately discovered, which a-|l work ot God rlling forth with unprecedented
bounds in inexhaustible quantities of rich lead || rapidity, and the poteney of truth, has been
ore. Some of the apartmentsare beautiful, ful || felt and realized throughout the length and
of spar and other formations. In one section, || breadth of this continent, onthe continent of
the caverns extend to an unknown distance; it|| Europe, and among the distant nations of the
has been tfavelled three miles without any sign || earth, | '
of its termination, or withuut the sight of walls|| Thelittle stone hewn out of the mountain
on either side~Compared to this the Mam-Y without hande, has commenced ite progress, and




