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CHALMERS WOOD.
BOUDINOT KEITH,

My dear Bessie:=

I duly received your letter of the 6th inst, in

#hich you ask (1st) whether the marridge of a woman of nineteen
in this State would be valid without the cosent of either of her
parents or her guardian ?, (2nd) whether while she remdins & minor
and unmarried her father can'iarfallr prevent her having any cofh-
municatio vith her intended husband or his family, and (3rd)
wvhether hia a;ea} can lawfully open letters addressed td her,

The answer te your first two guestions is, that afy femdle.
gver the age of sixteen years can, in this State, contract & valid
marriage without the eonsest of either hér father, her mother or
her guardign, but that g0 long as she remdifs wmdrficd and a mi-
nor, her Father may exercige such contrel over her imtereourse
with any person other than her méthér as he geew fi¥, provided
only he does not resort o6 erielty or pérsonal violenéde,

As to whether letters agdressed to d young woman of that in-
teresting age "!-“K“‘W"" inte feep fed and opéned is a question
which our Penal Code sppdavs to answer in the negdtive, Seetion
642 of that adminable work réads as follows: *A person who wi th-

~out authority opens or réBds of gauseés to be ofened or read @

“sealed letter or telegham x x X % 18 gullty of a misdemeanor* and
may be punidued therefor either by a fine not exceeding Five hun-
dred dollars, or by 1mpgiaﬂ5uﬂat Bot excepding one yegr, or by
both; This is the lekter of ﬁpq-}gr, but &s has been wisely ob-
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served the "letter killeth", and as has been further remarked the

y-u,>;..,.
forece of a thing consists in "the appliecation qf&%t'. So that

while Judge Wright, or rather his agent Miss Gavit, may be tech-
niecally guilty of a misdemeanor, yet, in view of her position as
head of a girls' school and of his orders to her, I am eonfident
that no jury would ever find her guilty, and if they did that no
judge would impose any other penalty than a nominal fine, It
would, in my opinion, be most unwise to try to make use of this
seetion of the Penal Code, The only persen who could possibly be
annoyed by it would be Miss Gavif, for as long as Judge Wright re-
mained in Michigan, he would be safely out of the jurisdiction of
our courts and no good could result to anyon;.

The United States Statutes against tampering with the mails
don't eover Miss Wright's case at all, for the letters pass out of
the control of the Post Offiece as soon as they are delivered at
St, Agnes' Sehool; So muech for the law,

As, however, Miss Wright's grandmother is favorable te the
marriage and also pays for that young woman's tuition, why can't
you get her to interfere and threaten to withdraw the supplies un-
less she is allowed to receive Tom's letters, If Judge Wright
ean't be moved by this threat, the prospeet of the loss of a pupil
would certainly make Miss Gavit think seriously about changing her
mode of proecedure, Failing this, I don't see anything for Tom
and Miss Wright to do except to make arrangements for an elopement
or else wait patiently for eighteen months to elapse, in the mean-

time seeing or corresponding with each other as often as the some-
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vhat adverse c¢ireumstances will pemit.. After all, eighteen
months is by no means an eternity, and their present enforeced ab-
stinence from each other's sosiety will only add zest to their
happiness when they meet, If they are really fond of each other,
they can well afford to wait and give the old curmudgeon time teo
eome around.

Don't think that I don't sympathize with the young lovers in
their trials, I do most hmtnv.ﬁut it does seem to me to be
preeminently a case where one must "have patience and shuffle the
cards" as the Spanish proverb says, After all, do these young peo-
ple suffer quite as much as they think they do ¥ Jacob served
seven years for Rachel and them had to take Leah into the bargain
and sérve seven years more, "and they seemed unto him dvut a few
days for the love he had to her', 8o why should not our lovers
wait a year and a half with eqmimiti. At twenty-five I took a
different view of these matters I must admit, but as Thackeray
says "Wait till you get to forty year"

"Then you know the worth of a lass

*Onece you have come to forty year,’

'Gillia.nddead - God rest her bierl:

YHow I loved her twenty years nynerz'-

"Marian's married, but I sit here

*Alone and merry at foriy year

*Dipping my nose im the Gascon wine -!-'

Pray, give my love to Tom, and tell him that he has my very

best wishes for his sucecess and happiness in his matrimonial ven=-
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ture, I hope that I shall soon hare the pleasure of meeting Miss

Wright, snd that despite her father it will not be many months
before she can subscribe herself Virginia Kane,
0f course I have not and shall not mention this matter to

any one,
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St Valentine's Eve,
My dear Bessiet=-

The only contract that a woman under the age of
twenty-one can enter inte is that of marriage, In all other res-
peets, exeept that she ¢an make a valid will of personal property
after she is sixteen years old, she is a minor until she attains

the age of twenty-one, and is entirely under the control of her

parents of guardianse Should she marry between the ages of six-

teen and twenty-cne, her parents would cease to have any further
control of her person in this State, but still she could neither
dispose of her property (except of her personal property by will),
nor make any other contract which would be binding on her except
that of marriage umtil she attained the age of twenty-one years,

0f course, as I stated in my previous letter, no parent would
be allowed: to treat his cehild eruelly or rob her of her property
or compel her to lead an immoral life, But preventing her from
seeing or corresponding with her lover or his family, however eruel
it might be in faect, would not be so regarded in law;

Of course I am only giving you the law of the State of New
York on this subjeet, not that of Michigan, but I da't believe the
law of the latter State on these mattere differs materially from
that of the former".

I wish I could give more encouragement te the lovers, but it

is the fazlt of the law,not of the lawyer, Hoping you will be able
to devise some extra legal way of circumventinz the aneient Wright,

Pty Hovrene o, Kacne 1 o0 s Cffefesmais bigthin
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